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(L-R) AHI Executive Director Nick Larigakis, George Pelecanos, John G. Rangos Sr., Cat Cora, 
Dr. George Tsetsekos, Congressman Gus Bilirakis and AHI President Aleco Haralambides 
during AHI’s annual awards dinner this year. 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The American Hellenic Institute honored five accomplished 
Greek Americans during its 34th annual Hellenic Heritage Achievement & National 
Public Service Awards Dinner at the Capitol Hilton in Washington, DC last Saturday 
evening, March 14. 
 
The annual black-tie affair is AHI’s crowning event each year, and pays tribute to select 
individuals for their career achievements; for their contributions to the Greek American 
community, and to American society at-large. 
 
This year’s honorees were renowned crime novelist George Pelecanos; acclaimed chef 
Cat Cora; Dr. George P. Tsetsekos, Dean of the Drexel University’s LeBow College of 
Business; Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-Florida); and Pittsburgh business magnate and 
philanthropist John G. Rangos, Sr. 



 
More than 450 people attended this year’s gala, which was emceed by ABC’s “This 
Week” News Anchor and  Chief Washington Correspondent George Stephanopoulos. 
 
“It’s our best turnout ever,” according to AHI Executive Director Nick Larigakis, who 
said it topped last year’s event which, until this year, had the distinction of AHI’s largest 
gathering. 
 
AHI Founder Eugene T. Rossides said he was “thrilled that so many people came to 
support us, especially with the current state of the economy.” AHI President Aleco 
Haralambides said the large turnout proves Greek Americans remain concerned about 
Hellenic issues. 
 
The awards dinner was preceded by a special dinner at the Greek Embassy last Friday, 
March 13, and a breakfast at the hotel the next morning featuring a special presentation 
by CBS News Correspondent Thalia Assuras, which was followed by an open house 
reception at the Hellenic House, AHI’s headquarters. 
 

 
Cypriot Ambassador to the U.S. Andreas Kakouris, ABC News’ George Stephanopoulos, AHI 
Founder Gene Rossides and Greek Ambassador to the U.S. Alexandros Mallias. 
 
The gala itself began with a reception and silent auction, and was followed by a dinner 
and awards ceremony. 



 
Mr. Pelecanos was born and raised in Washington. He is the author of 15 novels, to 
include “A Firing Offense,” “Hell to Pay,” “Drama City,” and “The Turnaround.” His 
short fiction has appeared in ESQUIRE magazine, and he is an award-winning essayist 
for the New York Times and the Washington Post. He was recently involved as a 
producer, writer and story editor for the acclaimed HBO drama series “The Wire,” and 
was nominated for an Emmy for his writing on that show. 
 
During his acceptance speech, Mr. Pelecanos talked about how his story as the son of 
Greek immigrants is no different from other Greek American success stories involving 
struggle and hard work. 
 
“We’re known for being proud – some might say overly proud – of our heritage and our 
relatively rapid progress and success here in America. And to that I say: We have a right 
to be. Our stories are the same. So I share this recognition with all of you, and accept it 
with humility and pride,” he said. 
 
Ms. Cora, a mother of two and five months pregnant with her third child, is a world-
renowned chef whose culinary aspirations began at an early age. By age 15, she had a 
business plan for her own restaurant. She was born and raised in a small Greek 
community in Jackson, Mississippi. Cooking and eating were central to her family life. 
Her first cookbook, “Cat Cora’s Kitchen,” was inspired by her Greek and Southern 
heritage, and contains many of her family’s favorite recipes. 
 
Ms. Cora made television history in 2005 by becoming the first and only female Iron 
Chef on the Food Network’s “Iron Chef America.” BON APETIT magazine gave her its 
Teacher of the Year award in November 2006, and that month, she was also named the 
magazine’s executive chef. 
 
Outside the kitchen, Ms. Cora is known for her philanthropy. She is president and 
founder of Chefs for Humanity, an organization established in response to the 2004 
tsunami disaster (modeled after Doctors without Borders). 
 



 
Iron Chef Cat Cora shares a moment with crime novelist George Pelecanos. 
 
Dr. Tsetsekos, who is originally from Greece, joined the LeBow College faculty in 1988, 
and has served as dean of LeBow since August 2001. Under his leadership, LeBow has 
grown to become one of the most innovative business schools in the country. Its 
programs have been recognized by Business Week, Entrepreneur-Princeton Review, U.S. 
News & World Report and Financial Times among the world’s very best. 
 
In one of the evening’s more lighthearted moments, Nick Chimicles, a top class-action 
attorney who introduced Dr. Tsetsekos to AHI’s dinner guests, joked that Dr. Tsetsekos 
chose to study at the University of Tennessee “because he heard he could see the 
Parthenon every day – except that the replica of the Parthenon is in Nashville, and the 
University of Tennessee is in Memphis.” 
 
Congressman Bilirakis, who was first elected to Congress in 2006, succeeding his father, 
longtime former Congressman Mike Bilirakis, is currently serving his second term in the 
House of Representatives, and is one of the few Republicans to survive the Democratic 
onslaught this past November. He is a member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
and Republican Co-Chair of the House Hellenic Caucus, and is known for his ability to 
work in a bipartisan manner. 
 
In his acceptance speech, to the delight of the crowd, Rep. Bilirakis talked about how 
President Calvin Coolidge paid a visit to Tarpon Springs in January 1930, took a boat 



ride with some Greek sponge divers and, as a result of that visit, sent the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to expand the channel in one of the bayous to help facilitate the area’s 
commerce. 
 

 
Congressman Gus Bilirakis of Florida joins the Rangos Family for the above photo: (L-R) Jenica 
Rangos, John Rangos Sr., John Rangos Jr., Nick Rangos, Rep. Bilirakis, John Rangos III and 
Judge Jill Rangos during AHI’s 34th annual gala event. 
 
Mr. Rangos is one of the Greek American community’s most successful businessmen and 
philanthropists. He was a pioneering innovator in the environmental and waste 
management industries, and has given millions for medical and scientific research at the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh), and Johns 
Hopkins, Carnegie Mellon and Duquesne Universities. He played a key role in Johns 
Hopkins’ and CMU’s collaboration with the University of Patras and the Athens Institute 
of Technology, respectively, and is the founder of International Orthodox Christian 
Charities. 
 
Delivering what was clearly the most dynamic speech of the evening, Mr. Rangos 
discussed the “Three Thermopylaes” of Greece – i.e., Greece’s struggle against the Axis 
powers in World War II – and drew a resounding of applause when he said, “We have the 
great tradition of ancient and modern history to be proud of… after almost 4,000 years of 
history, there’s no way anyone should be calling another (non-Greek) country 
Macedonia.” 
 
Mr. Rangos also commended AHI for its efforts to shed light on the ongoing Turkish 
occupation of Cyprus; Turkey’s longstanding oppression  of the Ecumenical Patriarchate; 



Greece’s dispute with FYROM concerning the latter’s official name; the rule of law; and 
inconsistencies in U.S. foreign policy, and referred to Mr. Rossides as “that great old 
lion” of the Greek American community. 


