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“From the few Greeks of Mani, and other Greeks who live here, to Ibrahim Pasha: We received your letter, in which you
try to frighten us that, if we don’t surrender, you will kill the Maniates and plunder Mani. That’s why we are waiting
for you and your army. We, the inhabitants of Mani, sign and wait for you.”
The Greeks of Mani sent that statement to Ibrahim Pasha, the son of the infamous Ottoman army commander,
Mehmet Ali Pasha. It was sent after Turkish and Egyptian forces thwarted a Greek attempt to cut a path thru Egyptian lines
near Messolonghi on 22 April 1826; some 3-4 thousand Greek women and children were enslaved that day.
The message was sent in response to Ibrahim’s threats to ravage Mani, as he had done to the rest of the Peloponnese.
And it exemplifies the courage and vitality of unyielding Hellenic spirit.
When Ibrahim tried to enter Mani on 21 June 1826, his army of 7,000 men was held off by 2,500 intrepid Greeks
until General Kolokotronis attacked from the rear and forced a ruthless enemy to retreat.
As Americans of Greek heritage, the Rangos family is very proud of that and many other stirring moments of the
Greek Revolution, which was fought for 11 brutal years to throw the oppressive Ottoman yoke off the back of the Greek
nation once and for all.
When we reflect on the Greek War of Independence each year, it also reminds us of our unique identity as Americans
of Greek origin. Greek Independence Day is both a national and religious holiday in Greece. It has a dual sacred and secular
character, which is analogous to our duality as Greek Americans.
As Greeks, we commemorate our rich history as a brave people who invented democracy and fought many valiant
battles against tyranny everywhere, from ancient times well into the 20th Century. As Greek Orthodox Christians, we commemorate the great feast of the Annunciation.
As Americans, we celebrate the spirit of freedom and democracy in a land that is the most exceptional model for
democracy the world has ever known; a land that is the worthy inheritor and standard bearer of democratic government;
a land that welcomed our forbears as immigrants, allowing them to freely practice their religious and cultural traditions
and become a distinctive part of American society.
So when we celebrate Greek Independence Day each year on March 25th, let us be mindful that we are doing it not
only as proud Greeks, but also as proud Americans who have something remarkable to share with our fellow Americans.
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