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Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney of New York with AHEPA Supreme President Gus James and Cypriot 
Ambassador to the U.S. Euripides Evriviades (left grouping); Grand Marshal Paul Stathoulopoulos and 
NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg (center grouping); and His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America 
and Grand Marshal John Rangos (to the Archbishop’s far right), all preparing to lead the annual march up 
New York’s 5th Avenue. 
 
NEW YORK – Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue was once again a venue for a proud Greek 
American community to demonstrate its spirit and vital presence in New York. A 
cheering crowd of roughly 100,000 Greek Americans and their friends filled the famous 
thoroughfare from 61st to 79th Streets last Sunday, April 2, on the occasion of this year’s 
Greek Independence Day Parade, waving flags and enthusiastically cheering Parade 
participants. 
 
Officials from Greece and the United States also joined the annual festivities, organized 
by the Federation of Hellenic Societies of Greater New York, in cooperation with several 
city and Greek American community groups and organizations. 
 
March 25th was proclaimed by the U.S. Government and several States as an official day 
to commemorate the Greek Revolution of 1821, when the Greek nation declared its 
intention to cast off four centuries of Ottoman occupation. 
 



Large crowds stood on the sidewalks along the avenue, saluting the different marching 
groups and floats in a peaceful and jovial manner. The Parade sent a clear message 
echoed by many officials during events leading up to the big moment: namely that Greek 
Americans draw strength and inspiration from their rich history, cultural heritage, 
language and religion as they continue to move forward into the future of their adopted 
country. 
 
This year’s Parade was dedicated to the late Archbishop Iakovos of North & South 
America, who passed away as last year’s parade was drawing to a close on April 10, 
2005. 
 
The Parade was also a tribute to America’s early Greek immigrants. 
 
“In New York City, we remember all the different groups that have contributed to its 
growth every year, and they continue to do so,” said Mayor Michael Bloomberg, one of 
this year’s Grand Marshals, in his traditional statement to the crowd. “There is a special 
place in our hearts for the Greek American community, celebrating its 185th anniversary 
of Greek Independence, because Greeks created democracy thousands of years ago, and 
that’s what New York is all about.” 
 
The Mayor ended his address with a salute, which was welcomed with resounding cheers: 
“Zito i Ellas (Long Live Greece).” 
 
Earlier, the Mayor had marched up Fifth Avenue to the grandstand on E. 68th Street, 
accompanied by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America and the rest of this 
year’s Grand Marshals: philanthropist and former International Orthodox Christian 
Charities Chairman John Rangos; Council of Hellenes Abroad (SAE) World President 
Andrew Athens; and Marathon Bank of New York Chairman & CEO Paul 
Stathoulopoulos. 
 
Parade 2006 Committee Chairman Dino Rallis appeared on CBS earlier that morning, 
urging Greeks and Americans alike to participate: “Sunshine and good weather 
cooperated with us today to make this the perfect day for our Parade. Please enjoy it,” he 
said. 
 
Many answered Mr. Rallis’ call. The Parade started soon after the completion of speeches 
at the Essex House on 59th Street, with the honorary battalion waiting outside. The 
battalion featured the Federation’s board of directors, the Archbishop, the grand marshals 
and all dignitaries, along with the Hellenic Military Band of Athens, which marched up 
Fifth Avenue to the grandstand. There, officials and dignitaries took their seats as the 
Parade continued. 
 
Three more battalions marched up Fifth Avenue, followed by Greek societies, 
fraternities, organizations, schools, churches and floats, one of which carried Miss Greek 
Independence Day, Georgia Lilikas, and other Miss GID candidates representing 
different geographical areas of Greece. 



 
Greek American students of all ages made some of the most enthusiastic marchers. 
Children, some as young as two years of age, marched wearing traditional costumes and 
waving Greek flags. 
 
The greatest crowd pleasers, once again, were the Evzones, the Hellenic Republic’s elite 
Presidential Guard, sporting the traditional foustanella kilt and tsarouchia shoes (see 
related story), and the traditional Cretan military uniform. They marched to the beat of 
the Hellenic Military Band of Athens, which followed behind the Grand Marshals and 
U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer of New York. The Senator addressed the crowd through a 
loud speaker with pro-Greek messages, exclaiming “Geia Sou” and “Zito i Ellas.” 
 
In an earlier surprise appearance at the Essex House, Senator Schumer said he “admired 
the great Hellenic culture, which created Western Civilization, and the contributions of 
Greek American citizens of New York and the rest of the U.S., who continue to do the 
same.” He then thanked Archbishop Demetrios and concluded his address with “Zito i 
Ellas kai Zito i Kypros (Long Live Greece and Long Live Cyprus).” 
 
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D-New York) – who also attended the Parade and the 
pre-Parade Doxology service at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
Manhattan, as well as the traditional reception at the Essex House in honor of all the 
dignitaries – told the National Herald that, “you don’t have to be a Greek to work night 
and day for peace and justice in Cyprus and in Greece. Today, not only do we celebrate 
Greek Independence Day and the many contributions of the Greek American community, 
but also 3,000 years of culture, history and democracy. We also recognize the leadership 
of Greece, not only historically, but in the current global community.” 
 
Rep. Maloney also cited, as examples of modern Greek success, Greece’s European 
Union presidency in 2003 and its membership in the United Nations Security Council, 
over which it presided last September, as “wonderful, impressive and important 
recognitions,” adding that, “Today, we celebrate Greece’s ongoing leadership historically 
as well as presently in the new global world. We celebrate Greece and Cyprus, and we 
work for justice and peace in Greece, in Cyprus and in the world.” 
 
Nassau County Executive Tom Suozzi, who is seeking the Democratic nomination for 
Governor of New York, was also among this year’s prominent participants. Mr. Suozzi 
said he was “excited” to march and extended his “sygharitiria (congratulations) to all 
Greeks” through the Herald, wishing them “Happy Greek Independence Day.” 
 
During the customary Doxology at the Cathedral, the Archbishop also encouraged the 
congregation to continue representing Orthodoxy and Greece, and to fight for the ideals 
of freedom, justice, human rights and love among all nations. His Eminence discussed the 
power of faith and its ability to open up opportunities in unexpected ways for those who 
believe. He then drew a parallel between the “unimaginable strength” of the Twelve 
Apostles after Christ’s crucifixion, and the faith which guided many heroes, martyrs and 
ambassadors of freedom throughout Greek history, especially during the Greek 



Revolution. “It is not the passive observers, but the active doers, who become factors of 
change,” he said. 
 
Mr. Rangos echoed the same message in his statement to the Herald, saying he was proud 
to be celebrating the memory of the Greek heroes of 1821, who “shed light for the world, 
as Greece has always done historically. Personally, I feel very proud and honored that I 
have been selected to participate in the Parade as a grand marshal, and I can affirm that I 
will always continue to contribute to the Greek American community, and to Greece. 
Greek Americans should never forget their Greek heritage, as this is the light to the 
world. The United States is the little child of Greece.” 
 
Mr. Athens underscored the meaning of the preservation of the tradition of the Parade, 
“the biggest outside Greece. We should show to the American people what it means to be 
Greek. I’m proud for the achievements and successes of the Greek Americans in New 
York,” he told the Herald. 
 
Mr. Stathoulopoulos pointed out that “being Greek” is not just about one’s national 
identity, but the characteristic “of a glorious cultural heritage that is deeply rooted in the 
principals of free thinking, democracy and justice.” 
 
Among the Greek officials who attended the festivities were Minister of Macedonia & 
Thrace George Kalantzis; Third Vice President of the Hellenic Parliament John Tragakis; 
Deputy Minister of the Interior Athanasios Nakos; President of the Committee on Greeks 
Abroad Evgenios Haitides; Greek Ambassador to the U.S. Alexandros Mallias; Greek 
Ambassador to the U.N. Adamantios Vasilakis; Cypriot Ambassador to the U.S. 
Euripides Evriviades; Cypriot Ambassador to the U.N. Andreas Mavrogiannis; Greek 
Consul General Catherine Boura; Cyprus Consul General Martha Mavrommati; and ten 
members of the Hellenic Parliament. 
 
“If a handful of Greeks were able to stand up to the Ottoman Turks and manage to win 
their independence, and then lead the country to a new life, we have great guiding proof 
that, when Greece wants to achieve a goal, nothing can stand in its way,” Mr. Kalantzis 
told the Herald. “Although things are much easier for Greece today, we still need to find 
our way stepping towards a European and a Global Greece. We deserve a better Greece, 
and we can achieve that.” 
 
Earlier, following the Doxology, Mr. Kalantzis conveyed Prime Minister Costas 
Karamanlis’ greetings and love to the Greek American community, stressing the 
community’s impact on the Greeks in Greece, who admire the continuous support of 
Greeks in the Diaspora, emphasizing how important it was for Greeks to maintain unity 
throughout the world, like the unity which sustained them during the War of 
Independence. 
 
Mr. Nakos agreed: “Today’s free Greece is greatly supported by the Greek Americans. 
We want Greek Americans to know that they will always be received with great love and 
appreciation by Greeks in Greece, at any time,” he told the Herald. 



 
Mr. Haitides added that, “the Greek struggle continues on current issues like Cyprus, 
Macedonia and the non-negotiable Greek rights in the Aegean, which can all be 
overcome if we remain united like our ancestors during the Revolution.” 
 
Following the Doxology service, the dignitaries also headed for the Essex House Hotel to 
attend the traditional reception, which officially inaugurates the Parade. During their 
remarks, Greek, Greek American and American officials agreed that the official 
recognition of Greek Independence Day in the U.S. highlights the importance of freedom, 
unity, courage and faith, and honors the great achievements of Greece’s forefathers, 
which can still be used as inspiration for solving Hellenic national issues (e.g., the Cyprus 
and Macedonian issues and the ongoing oppression of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Constantinople). All speakers praised the Greek American community for standing by the 
motherland, and for safeguarding and promoting Hellenic values, the Orthodox faith and 
the Greek language in America. 
 
At the annual pre-Parade Banquet held at the New York Hilton last Saturday, April 1, the 
Federation honored the Stavros S. Niarchos Foundation with this year’s Liberty Award. 
The international, philanthropic organization supports charitable activities in arts and 
culture; education; health and medicine; and social welfare, and makes grants worth 
millions to nonprofit organizations throughout the world. Foundation Director and a 
Trustee of the privately held Niarchos Family Trust, Andreas Dracopoulos accepted the 
award at the event. 
 
“The board of directors of the Niarchos Foundation and I are proud to contribute to our 
community,” Mr. Dracopoulos said. “We are doing nothing more than what is expected 
of us: paying tribute to the memory of my late uncle and national benefactor, Stavros 
Niarchos.” He said that the Foundation’s goal was to make contributions to society 
through grants for which, every year, a large pool of “remarkable applicants” apply, 
adding that the Foundation follows objective criteria in its effort to select worthy 
recipients. 
 
“As we gain experience, our objective centers in distinguishing, with clarity and 
effectiveness, the areas of need,” he said, underscoring the significance of hard work and 
devotion, while also referring to the struggles and sacrifices of our ancestors, whose 
paradigm should serve as a lesson to organize our efforts and focus our attention and 
energy in “helping our people, promoting our Greek heritage, and improving our lives in 
every way possible, everywhere in the world.” 
 
The three Greek American grand marshals were also honored with the Independence 
Award that evening. In their acceptance speeches, they all expressed their feelings of joy 
and pride in their Greek heritage. 


