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Philanthropist John G. Rangos is flanked by Dr. George Michalopoulos, professor and chairman
of the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center’s Pathology Department (left), and Dr. Mark
Sperling, professor of pediatrics at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh and the University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine.

PITTSBURGH – The man who has given millions to help advance medical
breakthroughs at various institutions was honored quietly last month, as top-flight
scientists and physicians from across the country and throughout the world gathered at
the new research center which bears his name to thank him for being such a strong
supporter of beneficial scientific research.
More than 100 members of the medical community gathered for the John G. Rangos Sr.
Research Center’s inaugural symposium at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh this past
September 17. The symposium featured several highly accomplished speakers:
David H. Perlmutter, physician in-chief and scientific director, Children’s Hospital; Mark
A. Nordenberg; chancellor and chief executive officer, University of Pittsburgh; Arthur

S. Levine, dean, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine; Jeffrey A. Romoff,
president and CEO, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center; Duane F. Alexander,
director, Eunice Kennedy-Shriver National Institute of Child Health & Human
Development; David A. Sinclair, professor of molecular biology, Harvard Medical
School Department of Pathology; Arnold W. Strauss; professor of pediatrics, University
of Cincinnati College of Medicine, and director of the Cincinnati Children’s Research
Foundation; Gary A. Silverman, professor of cellular biology and physiology, UP School
of Medicine, and head of UPMC’s Newborn Medicine Program; and Edward V.
Prochownik, Children’s Hospital Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Division, and
professor of microbiology and molecular genetics at UP School of Medicine.

(L-R) Roger Oxendale, CEO, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh; Floyd “Chip” Ganassi,
president and owner of NASCAR’s Earnhardt-Ganassi Racing; John G. Rangos Sr.; Dr. David
Sinclair, Harvard Medical School; Dr. Arnold Strauss, University of Cincinnati College of
Medicine; and Dr. Arthur Levine, dean, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.

A special dinner, attended by 30 members of Pittsburgh’s medical community, as well as
by potential new donors, was also held in Mr. Rangos’ honor at the Research Center the
previous evening.
The new Rangos Research Center at Children’s Hospital – a 300,000 square-foot, ninestory building – opened for business in October 2008, just a few months after the
278,000-square-foot Rangos Life Sciences Building opened at Johns Hopkins University
in April of that year.
Mr. Rangos’ whopping contributions have helped construct state-of-the-art medical
research centers to enhance the quality of healthcare. In addition to Children’s Hospital
and Johns Hopkins, the University of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Mellon University, Duquesne
University and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society are also among his beneficiaries.

Downplaying his own role in advancing medical research through his generosity, Mr.
Rangos told the Herald that the symposium and dinner were both very successful events,
stressing that there is perhaps no better humanitarian investment than giving to
institutions which help elevate the quality of healthcare.
“Both events were just wonderful. I had a chance to speak with many top-notch scientists
who are working on various projects. The honor really goes to the great scientists and
doctors who were there. They came from all over the world to join the great scientists we
have here in this country. And they’re all working very hard to alleviate the affliction of
children who are suffering from a number of illnesses,” he said.
In many ways, Mr. Rangos emphasized, treating and curing the disease itself is more
important than treating patients on an individual level.
“I believe investment in scientific and medical research is the probably the best
investment in the world because, as a doctor, you can treat an individual patient and make
him well, but when you treat a whole disease, you’re affecting the lives of millions of
people,” he said, adding that he also aims to help Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
become the world’s number-one child-care institution.
“Children’s Hospital is ranked sixth in the world now, and I’m hoping that the new
Rangos Research Center helps take it right to the top. The results we’re seeing in the
treatments of juvenile diabetes, several cancers and many other dreadful diseases
affecting children are just remarkable,” he said.
“When I hear about the progress we’re making in so many areas, that’s the gift I receive –
that’s the joy I get out of it. There’s no better return on your investment,” he added.
“Treating debilitating diseases that affect children; rehabilitating their lives from the
beginning; and helping kids who might otherwise not have a chance in life – what can
give you more joy than that?”
Mr. Rangos nostalgically recalled a previous experience with renowned epidemiologist
Massimo Trucco and a group of diabetic children at the original Rangos Research Center
at Children’s Hospital over a decade ago. The children asked Dr. Trucco to arrange a
meeting with Mr. Rangos because they wanted to thank the Greek American
philanthropist directly for being such a strong advocate and sponsor of medical research
on children’s illnesses.
“These kids were being treated for the worst form of diabetes (i.e., juvenile diabetes), and
they were given a chance to live past the age of 40 because of the advances Massimo had
made with his research. They asked him if they could meet me. They all rushed to hug
me and grabbed me by my knees. I was surrounded by all these beautiful and innocent
kids who were just so thankful. It was really extraordinary,” Mr. Rangos said.
“And let’s not forget the pressure on parents who want their children to have a normal
life. Parents also deeply appreciate the work being done on behalf of their kids. It helps

parents have a better life, too. The new Rangos Research Center is continuing the good
work of the original building, and Children’s Hospital has done such a great job for these
families. That’s my reward,” he added, noting that the new Rangos Research Center is
also a conduit for exchanging programs and ideas, allowing researchers from different
hospitals and research centers all over the world to network together.
“One of the best things about it is all the networking that’s taking place. When we make a
breakthrough, we share it with other university hospitals around the world, and they get
to use our resources to help advance their own research and programs. And they likewise
share their breakthroughs with us,” he said.
Mr. Rangos, who just turned 80 this past summer, has no intentions of slowing down.
“You have to keep going and try to help others with every last breath,” he said.

