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(L-R) Nick Rangos, Dr. Ted DeWeese, John G. Rangos Sr., and Ambassador John D. Negroponte
during a reception at Baltimore’s Four Seasons after the 2nd annual Rangos Awards competition
at Johns Hopkins Medicine.

NEW YORK – Cancer is arguably the world’s most dreaded disease. It takes on many
forms. It starts in one place – the original location of the tumor, which typically identifies
the type of cancer – and can then spread throughout the human body.
Unregulated cell growth is the hallmark of the disease. Cancer cells divide and grow
uncontrollably. Unchecked, they can then invade other parts of the body, so in many
ways, it is the ultimate corruption of the flesh, ravaging thousands upon thousands of
people week after week. American Cancer Society statistics report that, in 2012, more
than 1.6 million people died of cancer in the United States alone.

Yet hope remains. As medical and scientific research has continued to advance in recent
decades, some forms of cancer have become eminently curable (e.g., prostate cancer).
Cures for other forms remain vexingly elusive, however (e.g., pancreatic or ovarian
cancer).
So far, the main strategy to treat cancer has relied heavily on early detection of malignant
tumors to prevent the disease from spreading beyond localized tumors. If a tumor is
found before it starts to metastasize (i.e., hatch), there’s a good chance the disease can be
neutralized.
But while early detection remains central to preventing cancer from taking hold, early
detection is not always easily accomplished. All too often, catching the disease in its
nascent stages is fortuitous. People need to be tested, but many don’t visit their doctors
regularly enough to take the necessary tests, and some tests are more reliable than others,
so doctors and patients often find themselves combating the disease after metastasis,
rather than before. And here again, a few forms of metastatic cancer can be successfully
reversed (i.e., testicular cancer), but most remain highly aggressive and resistant to
therapy.
The trick then becomes how to cure cancer in metastasis. But treating metastatic cancer
has not been a primary oncologic focus – until last year, that is, when Greek American
industrialist and philanthropist John G. Rangos encouraged physicians and researchers at
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, the country’s premier medical institution
to consider a different approach.
Mr. Rangos has gotten directly involved with efforts to find cures for metastatic cancer at
Johns Hopkins Medicine thru an annual competition that bears his name: the John G.
Rangos Sr. Awards for Creativity in Cancer Discovery, known more commonly among
the Johns Hopkins community as the Rangos Awards.
Mr. Rangos’ relationship with Johns Hopkins Medicine is longstanding. He has given
millions to the institution, endowing JHM’s Rangos Professorship of Adult Medicine for
intestinal cancer and funding construction of its new Rangos Life Sciences Building, a
278,000-square-foot facility which now provides state-of-the art space for advanced
research companies.
He sponsored the competition for the first time in January 2012. Considerable planning
went into staging the event, and when it was held, it became an almost instant success.
Mr. Rangos has since pledged to continue sponsoring it thru the Rangos Family

Foundation each year. The second annual competition was held recently in Baltimore.
Finalists received $50,000 in total cash prizes, with $25,000 for first place.
The main idea behind the Rangos Awards is to attract the best and brightest young minds
across the entire Johns Hopkins spectrum (graduates, postgraduates and undergraduates
alike), so that those minds can find innovative new ways to treat cancer when the disease
is in metastasis. The five cash prizes are offered as incentive to enter the competition,
during which five finalists, selected from a pool of dozens, are afforded an opportunity to
present original proposals to a panel of judges who, in turn, are themselves accomplished
physicians and researchers.
The now-annual competition is meant to provide prospective young researchers with an
avenue to test their own ideas and freely offer their own proposals about how to best
combat various forms of metastatic cancer. It thus offers a way to avoid (at least
temporarily) the customary constraints of establishment procedures, which can frustrate
young scientists who normally need to go through the “proper channels” before their
ideas get any sort of green light.
It’s an eminently sensible approach, and people are now scratching their heads wondering
why it took so long. But sometimes, a sensible approach requires vision, drive and
resources in order to move forward.
That’s where Mr. Rangos comes in. He brainstormed with several well-known physicians
at Johns Hopkins Medicine in the fall of 2011 – Donald Coffey, Horst Schirmer and
Theodore DeWeese – and suggested such a competition as a way to provide the brightest
young minds at Hopkins with a forum to present their own ideas.
Last year’s event was so successful, it drew more than 250 people to JHM’s historic Hurd
Hall, as 44 students submitted applications to enter the competition, which was held
before a panel of 12 judges, to include Christopher Logothetis, a highly respected
oncologist at the prestigious M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. Vassilis
Kaskarelis, then ambassador of Greece to the United States, also attended.
This year’s event was held at JHM’s newer, but less centralized, Armstrong Education
Building on April 3. More than 150 people attended – to include Ben Carson, who
emceed this year’s event – and was covered extensively by the local media in Baltimore,
as 55 applications were submitted.
“We had more applications this year. This event is only going to continue to grow as time
marches on, and I can’t tell you how moving it is for me personally that such tremendous

interest has flourished among students and researchers at Hopkins,” Mr. Rangos told the
National Herald.
“What you become, you already are. These young people are not simply tomorrow’s
scientists. They’re today’s scientists, and they deserve an opportunity to put their minds
to work outside of their extremely busy routines. They deserve a forum to present their
ideas. It’s those ideas that will eventually lead to great new discoveries, which will
eventually help doctors and scientists at Johns Hopkins find and develop the necessary
cures for metastatic cancer,” he said.
“All I’m doing is providing some incentive and structure to help them do that,” he added.
But that’s not all Mr. Rangos does, according to Dr. DeWeese, professor and chairman of
Radiation Oncology and Molecular Radiation Services at Johns Hopkins Sidney Kimmel
Comprehensive Cancer Center and chief faculty sponsor of the Rangos Awards, who got
even more squarely behind the Rangos Awards competition this year.
“The most important thing we can do is foster new ideas. And where do those new ideas
come from? The best ideas often come from people who haven’t already been molded a
certain way. And who are they? They’re usually our youngest people,” Dr. DeWeese told
the Herald.
“During last year’s competition, we saw more intriguing ideas about how to approach
metastatic cancer, in ways I had never contemplated before – and I’ve been at this for 20
years – so I thought, what better thing to do than get involved with a program that fosters
young minds, and help give them the impetus they need to maximize their potential; to
reaffirm their value to this institution, and to medicine,” he said.
“Cancer is the world’s most problematic health issue. People forget that by the year 2020
– less than ten years from now – cancer will be the number-one killer in the entire world.
So we’d better come up with some new ideas, and that’s why the Rangos Awards are so
important,” he said.
“The likelihood of someone finding a cure because of proposals made during this
competition is honestly just as good as that of senior investigators at Johns Hopkins. But
it takes fresh ideas to look at what’s known versus what’s not known, and then find a way
to exploit those two things. This year, we heard five different ways to attack this problem,
several of which were absolutely novel. The credibility of their ideas is extremely high,
and that was validated by a panel of very accomplished panelists representing several
disciplines, who gave them very high scores for their creativity,” he said.

“And Mr. Rangos deserves so much credit for getting this program off the ground. He’s a
very forward-thinking person with an innovative mind. That’s why he achieved so much
in the business sector, and that’s the kind of innovation he’s helping to enhance here at
Hopkins. It was a natural fit for him to help us launch a program like this, which has so
much potential for good,” said Dr. DeWeese, adding that part of the aim is to expand the
program by including students and faculty from other institutions.
“We’re very excited about future inter-institutional collaboration. We could gradually roll
this out to students from other institutions, and we would include leading researchers
from other institutions – like we did with Dr. Logothetis last year – although the Rangos
Competition and Award ceremony would still be held at Johns Hopkins,” he said.
If Jason D. Howard, a postdoctoral fellow with the Head & Neck Cancer Therapeutics
Program in JHM’s Department of Oncology and winner of this year’s Rangos Awards, is
any indication, the Rangos Awards Competition is already bearing considerable fruit.
Dr. Howard was one of last year’s applicants for the Rangos Awards, but he didn’t make
it to the final round. Undaunted, he decided to go for it again this year. One of his main
points was that mortality increases dramatically in people after age 45, and that the
immune system plays a clear role in individual people’s respective abilities to cope with
cancer.
“My proposal this year was kind of jumping off last year’s model. There’s been a lot of
progress with juvenile cancers, so the question is, what can we learn from these cancers
that we can apply to the ones we’re not doing a very good job with? I reworked my
proposal from last year with new data, and the judges were more impressed this time,” he
told the Herald, adding that support for programs like the Rangos Awards is critical to
future discoveries leading to more effective treatments and actual cures.
“As government funding is shrinking, private funding is shifting from desired to
essential. The government’s lack of support is killing creativity. The military has its highrisk/high-reward program – DARPA (Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency) –
but we don’t have anything like that, where someone comes along and says, ‘Here’s some
incentive for you. Go and think of something no one has ever thought of before.’ Given
enough time, something really good can come out of that, and a place like Hopkins offers
the right kind of environment for good things to happen,” he said.
“We don’t have a lot of spare time here, so if you’re going to spend your spare time on
something outside of your work, it had better be worth it because a lot of people die of

cancer every single day. And when you’re laser-focused on what you’re doing – trying to
come up with new and better ways to combat this illness – it’s going to take a little extra
motivation to bring you out of the box and think about something else. The Rangos
Awards program provides that incentive, and it could easily be a model for philanthropy
across the country,” Dr. Howard added.
After the competition, a private reception was held in Mr. Rangos’ honor at the Four
Seasons by Baltimore’s harbor. Some 100 people attended, to include U.S. Ambassador
John D. Negroponte, the country’s first director of national intelligence, and MajorGeneral Thomas L. Wilkerson, president and CEO of the Congressional Medal of Honor
Foundation, an organization founded by Mr. Rangos to support the activities of the
CMOH Society, the body of the country’s living Medal of Honor recipients.

John G. Rangos Sr., left, thanks Venetian Master Glass artist Gianni Toso, right, for the chess set
depicting the Greek and Jewish cultures while Dr. Myron Weisfeldt, chairman of Johns Hopkins
Department of Medicine, looks on.

During the reception, Venetian Maestro Gianni Torso, whose family has been steeped in
the Murano glass blowing tradition for seven centuries, was commissioned by JHM’s
Department of Medicine to present Mr. Rangos with an extraordinary gift: a glass chess
set commemorating two ancient cultures, Greek and Jewish. “I want to thank this fine
gentleman for the opportunity to make this piece. It came to my mind, which two schools

of thought gave to most to humankind, and those were the school of Athens and the
school of Jerusalem. God bless you, John Rangos,” Mr. Toso said.
Visibly moved, Mr. Rangos said he felt very touched and humbled by the gesture: “I’m
speechless. I really don’t know what to say, except thank you. This is one of the most
beautiful things I’ve ever seen in my life,” he said.
Myron Weisfeldt, chairman of JHM’s Department of Medicine, further elaborated on the
significance not only of Mr. Rangos’ commitment to Johns Hopkins, but also to his
patriotism and contributions to this country, highlighting his Greek heritage.
“I want to personally thank John Rangos for what he has done not only for Johns
Hopkins, but also for what he has done for America. Somebody stimulated Mr. Rangos a
few years ago about what we do here. He has stepped into the batter’s box time after time
with his creative vision. He has combined industry with biomedical research, and
tremendous programs have been generated as a result of the Rangos Building. His rich
Greek heritage and tradition has also generated tremendous respect for all that Greece, its
people and culture have meant to this country, and all those of us who come from
minority groups should be inspired by his example,” he said.
“John, you help make Johns Hopkins the special place that it is, and now we know that
the next generation of Rangoses will also be part of the Hopkins family,” Dr. Weisfeldt
added.
Indeed, Mr. Rangos’ sons, John II and Alex, and his grandson Nick were also on-hand,
standing proudly with their family patriarch the whole time.

