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Confetti rains moments after the inauguration of the new John G. Rangos Sr. Life Sciences
Building at Johns Hopkins University Science & Technology Park, part of an 80-acre urban
development just north of the Hopkins medical campus in east Baltimore. The Rangos Family
Charitable Foundation funded construction for the building. Pictured from the left are His
Eminence Metropolitan Soterios of Toronto, a cousin of Mr. Rangos; Congressman John
Sarbanes of Maryland; Mr. Rangos; Baltimore Mayor Sheila Dixon and City Council President
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake; Scott Levitan, director of development for the new Science &
Technology Park; Edward D. Miller, Dean of Johns Hopkins School of Medicine; and U.S.
Senator Barbara Mikulski of Maryland.

NEW YORK – The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine entered into a formal
arrangement with the University of Patras, the third largest university in Greece, to
cooperate on research, as well as student and faculty exchanges, late last week.
The two schools officially commenced their new collaboration last Friday, April 11,
when representatives from Patras went to Johns Hopkins to sign a memorandum of
cooperation long championed by leading Greek American businessman and
philanthropist John G. Rangos Sr., a member of the Johns Hopkins Medicine Board of
Advisors and a longtime benefactor of Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.

The occasion coincided with the inauguration and ribbon-cutting of the John G. Rangos
Sr. Life Sciences Building, the first building at the Johns Hopkins Science & Technology
Park to officially open its doors, after a ceremony honoring Mr. Rangos, who has donated
millions to Johns Hopkins over the years.
Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley and Baltimore Mayor Sheila Dixon praised the
development, a 278,000-square-foot research center which will provide state-of-the-art
facilities for advanced research companies. The Rangos building is the first of five new
buildings planned for the first phase of the project, and is adjacent to the Johns Hopkins
Medical Institutions’ campus.
Myron L. Weisfeldt, William Osler Professor of Medicine and Director of the
Department of Medicine at Johns Hopkins, told the National Herald that Mr. Rangos’
generosity and commitment have been a driving force behind Hopkins’ success.
“Mr. Rangos has been a very appreciative patient at Johns Hopkins, and as time has gone
by, he has also become very respectful of the quality of care at Johns Hopkins and the
way we go about pursuing our mission. And that has allowed him to feel that the
resources he provides are extremely well-spent and will make a major difference,” Dr.
Weisfeldt said.
“The new Rangos Building is the first building at Hopkins Medical Center to be part of
its Biotechnology Park, a venture which the state and federal government, the city of
Baltimore and community around Hopkins have invested in to get it started. It took
neighborhoods and areas of the city that were very poor, and converted them into nice
homes and living space for local residents, in addition to building the Park, which will
bring industry, as well as our academic researchers, into the same building,” he said.
“This is the first time I know of where we have true basic scientists, medical researchers
and technology companies in the same building. Those companies will hopefully take
ideas and discoveries made in the basic science labs and make practical products, devices
or drugs that will improve human health. And what’s unique about it is having all these
people in the same building sharing conference rooms and core facilities and exchanging
useful information,” he added.
The cooperative exchange is a global sharing of medical knowledge and technology, Dr.
Weisfeldt said, and stands to benefit both institutions.
“The agreement will be a basis to enhance both institutions’ opportunities to learn from
each other’s expertise, and to hopefully discover drugs, devices and methods to improve
human health. The strength of Patras, and many of our own strengths, are in biomedical
engineering, and the application of advanced technology to human health,” he said,
noting that one of the companies Patras University works with makes insulin pumps
which determines their blood sugar levels and automatically infuses them with exactly
the right amount of insulin, depending on what the individual patient needs.

And Johns Hopkins can help Patras advance in the realm of magnetic resonance and CT
scanning imaging, he added, “so it’s really in that area where we have a lot of common
ground. We have a very strong department of biomedical engineering, and they have very
strong programs that really complement ours.”
GREAT GENIUS WITHOUT CONCEIT
The Herald also interviewed Mr. Rangos about the developments at Johns Hopkins, and
discussed other matters with him, as well.
“The Rangos Building represents great scientists coming together from different fields of
medicine to alleviate suffering from disease. It’s the triangulation of community,
government and a great institution coming together for something that will benefit
mankind,” he told the Herald.
“I have supported Johns Hopkins for a long time. I’ve been involved with the institution
for 40 years. When I was a patient seeking a second opinion, I got a firsthand look at
what their doctors are all about, and I found a fantastic attitude of great genius without
egocentric conceit. Ego is a killer for anybody, and we all have a problem with it, but
Johns Hopkins’ commitment to the transition of medicine, research and the execution of
biomedical engineering to modern medical care is mind-boggling. They are truly an elite
group, and they are next to none in the medical world,” he said.
Mr. Rangos also established the Rangos Professorship at the Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine’s Division of Gastroenterology, which supports new research initiatives in
colon cancer. Dr. Francis Giardiello is the inaugural professor of the program.
“The most exciting part of this for me was the Greek aspect. Here you have Greece –
where the oracles of Western medicine began, all the way back to the Hippocratic Oath –
coming together with Johns Hopkins, a colossus of the modern medical world. I was just
thrilled to see both Greek and American genius interface like that,” Mr. Rangos said.
He said his interest in enhancing cooperation and exchange between American and Greek
institutions of higher learning date back to his efforts to help establish the Information
Networking Institute at Carnegie Mellon University, which joined forces with the Athens
Institute of Technology in 2003.
“I’ve always been a strong proponent of education and broadening its reach, and I have a
natural affinity for collaboration. This goes back to CMU and AIT. Whenever I went to
Greece and observed all that Greek genius at work, I realized there’s potential in the area
of high-tech,” he said.

(L-R) Congressman John Sarbanes of Maryland; Prof. Vassilios Makios, general director of
Hellenic Technology Clusters Initiative; leading Greek American industrialist and philanthropist
John G. Rangos; Prof. Charalambos Gogos, professor of Medicine at the University of Patras;
and Ioanna-Annita Mavromichalis, representing the Greek Embassy in Washington, stand in
front of the new Rangos Building at Johns Hopkins University last week.

The CMU-AIT program is taught by faculty from both campuses, using advanced
telecommunications technology. Nearly 50 students from 12 countries have already
graduated with master’s degrees.
“When we went to Greece with a team, and we went to Patras, one of the scientists who
came with us, one of the world’s best, looked at me and said, ‘I had my doubts about
coming over here, but these guys are as good as I am.’ Patras could not afford the
investment that was necessary, so Socrates Kokkalis and Constantinos Demetriades put
up many millions for a brand-new university (AIT), which has become a marvelous
success story. Anybody in the Balkans can get a degree from Carnegie Mellon through
cyber space,” Mr. Rangos said.
“And that was my entry point to Patras. While I was at Patras I noticed that they have a
fantastic group of very high-caliber doctors there, and I thought I could arrange a
collaborative effort over time. The potential for collaboration was clearly there. The
CMU effort proved it. So when I got back home, I strove to open the channels of

communication. And the people at Hopkins were very congenial and open-minded about
the possibility. Without them, this never would have happened,” he said.
“I only contributed financing for transportation of personnel who traveled over there.
Kokkalis and Demetriades were the real godfathers of that program. I was just the
coordinator who helped bring all the players together,” he added.
Mr. Rangos is also a major supporter of the Carnegie Science Center, Johns Hopkins
University Hospital, the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Duquesne University,
the Leukemia-Lymphoma Society, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, the Pittsburgh
Opera and the Boy Scouts of America.
But medicine and education are his primary philanthropic concerns, he said, and he is a
staunch advocate for collaborative efforts with institutions from other countries.
“I think it’s very important to have collaboration with other countries which will be to the
benefit of both and, in a broader sense, to strengthen our educational skills here in
America. I place a lot of emphasis on improving the quality of education because that’s
the mainstay our country’s greatness – it’s educational system and ability to produce
people who become the next generation of leadership in every aspect, be it medicine,
industry or technology,” he said, adding that, because of his citizenship and heritage, he
is naturally interested in helping American institutions collaborate with Greek ones, and
to help Greece in general, citing a comprehensive environmental plan he submitted to the
Greek Government when Constantine Mitsotakis was prime minister (1990-93).
“I want to help Greece in every way that I can. I gave a master plan for Greece’s
environmental programs to Mr. Mitsotakis, who had enough foresight to ask for it. I put it
together for his government. It cost me $10 million. It’s a multi-faceted plan that can still
be used today or anytime within the next 10-20 years. Greece still needs environmental
help,” Mr. Rangos said.
The plan’s long-range vision renders the need for updating minimal, he said.
“I had the resources of Chambers Development, one of the finest environmental
management companies in the world at my fingertips. We merged with USA Waste, and
then with Waste Management. Environmental plans always need upgrading, but this was
a far-reaching plan that could work well for any modern society,” he said.
Asked whether the plan needs any revision in light of the recent wildfire disaster, which
ravaged the Greek countryside scorching well over 500,000 acres, Mr. Rangos said
prevention of wildfires in Greece is simpler than most people think.
“You’ve got to remove the underbrush. It has to be cleaned out. Greece’s rural
inhabitants have moved into metropolitan areas, and all that underbrush, which is like
tinder – it explodes because it burns so fast – catches on fire, and nobody is cutting it.

Just like it happens here in America. When you don’t thin out the forest, a little bit of
lightning can kick off a major fire,” he said.
HOW IT ALL STARTED
Mr. Rangos was born in Steubenville, Ohio in the summer of 1929. He grew up during
the Great Depression with his mother, Anna and maternal grandfather, Constantine
Svokos, in Weirton, West Virginia and Fredericksburg, Virginia. Svokos was a Greek sea
captain from the island of Chios, and Mr. Rangos attributes much of his own success to
his grandfather’s guidance and instruction.
“We have 17 sea captains in our family tree. I was enriched by the great captain’s
tutorship, and I think a lot of my own iron will comes from him,” he said.
Mr. Rangos said his family name traces its origins to Macedonia, citing the famous Greek
General, Yannis Rangos, who fought valiantly against the Ottoman Turks during the
Greek War of Independence.
Mr. Rangos’ father, Constantine, and mother were both originally from Chios. His father
was a restaurateur. His parents divorced when he was young, and his mother relocated to
Pittsburgh, but he tried to be with both parents as often as he could.
Mr. Rangos spent his formative years in Weirton, a steel mill town in northern West
Virginia. As a child, he was keenly aware of the changes which swept through his
community as the hardships of the Depression gave way to the challenge posed by World
War II. The men in his community went to war, and the women worked at factories to
support them.
Mr. Rangos graduated from Turtle Creek High School in Pennsylvania, where he was an
accomplished athlete, playing both offense and defense for his varsity football team.
“I played right guard and linebacker, and I got a broken nose to prove it. I could’ve gone
to college on football scholarships, but I knew wanted to be a businessman, so I didn’t
pursue a career in football,” he said.
Mr. Rangos attended the Houston School of Business, but interrupted his education to
join an Active Air Force Reserve unit in Pittsburgh. Declining a first lieutenant
commission in the Air Force Reserves due to the six-year commitment it required, he
opted for the Army, which he served from 1951-54, spending 14 months in Korea and
Japan.
After he was discharged from the Army, Mr. Rangos launched his business career, which
he began with the Rockwell Manufacturing Company, where he earned the distinction of
becoming the youngest general agent in company history, and went onto become a young
millionaire.

“When I got out of the Army, I saw these huge piles of waste, and said to myself, ‘If I
could ever figure out how to make a product out of that, most of the work and capital has
already been put into it, so all I’ve got to do is make a transition.’ I took coke ash and
separated it, and sold it back to the steel mills. I also converted power plant boiler ash
into a useful component for cinder blocks and anti-skid material for highways. I became a
millionaire in my late twenties,” he said.
Mr. Rangos formed several companies and pioneered technological advances in the field
of waste transportation and disposal in the 1960’s. The first company he founded –
Chambers Development – went public and eventually merged with USA Waste Services,
the second largest waste management company in the nation. USA Waste later merged
with Waste Management Inc., the number-1 trash hauler in the country.
“As I was working with the power plant industry, my experience there taught me that
environmentally sound disposal of industrial, municipal and medical wastes was going to
be the new phase for America, so I got into the forefront of advanced planning for claylined sites before they were required by the government. We also started leachate
treatment plants to prevent the contamination of aquifers, and we were the first to extract
methane (natural gas) from garbage. We were at the forefront of innovation and good
engineering, which became a strong aspect of our success, and Waste Management now
supplies enough energy from its landfills to help power millions of homes,” he said.
Mr. Rangos’ success was not without its share of headaches, however.
In October 1991, Chambers Development owned and operated 14 landfills, and had a
market value of $1.7 billion. Mr. Rangos made it to the Forbes 400 list for the third
consecutive year. One year later, the clouds burst. Chambers had disclosed it was
abandoning unorthodox accounting methods and taking a $27 million after-tax charge.
Widespread selling of Chambers stock ensued, prompting an investigation by the
Securities & Exchange Commission and the American Stock Exchange. The litigation
lasted several years.
Through it all, Mr. Rangos never lost his confidence about the company’s future. Asked
what he thought the Greek American community should know about that frustrating
experience, he was happy to offer his view.
“If people look at the fact that I was allowed to be vice chairman of USA Waste after the
merger, that speaks for itself. There was nothing even remotely that I, or my sons, had
done that was wrong. We were given a green light after four years of intense scrutiny – a
process which took much longer than it should have – and the Government finally agreed
we had a right to continue. My son became vice chairman of USA Waste after I retired at
70, and he stayed there until the merger with Waste Management in 1998,” he said.
“Even after all that litigation, it was determined that we were innocent of any
wrongdoing. They said we didn’t place enough emphasis on the accounting side of
things. I didn’t want to argue with the government at that point because that would’ve

meant another couple of years of delay, so we swallowed that, and went onto build USA
Waste. It was a complex issue, but we got through it. And if you held onto your
Chambers stock and bet on the Rangoses, you bought the stock for a dollar, and after the
merger, it went up to $50. That doesn’t happen because of an accident. Chambers was a
big part of USA Waste,” he added.

(L-R) His Eminence Metropolitan Soterios of Toronto; John G. Rangos Sr.; Professor Vassilios
Makios; Dr. Edward D. Miller, Dean of Johns Hopkins School of Medicine; Demetrios Dougenis,
Vice Rector at the University of Patras; Professor Charalambos Gogos, University of Patras;
and Dr. Myron L. Weisfeldt, Director of the Department of Medicine at Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine after the signing of the new teaching and research collaboration between Johns
Hopkins School of Medicine and the University of Patras this past April 11.

Mr. Rangos has three children – John Jr., Alexander and Jenica – and three
grandchildren.
“We’re all involved with pretty large investments now. One of them is Car Spa,” which
has operations in several states, to include Virginia, Florida, Texas, Georgia and
California, he said.
Since he retired from the waste management industry ten years ago, however, Mr.
Rangos has turned his eye increasingly toward philanthropy. He founded International
Orthodox Christian Charities. He is also a member of the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership
100 Endowment Fund and an Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

“Everybody has their own philosophy about life. Mine is very simple. If you’ve done
well in this world and God has been good to you, you should give back. I think that’s a
very important part of human life. I’m a faithful person in my own way. I don’t wear my
religion on my sleeve, but I thank God every day for what He’s done for me and my
family. Not only do I give money, I also work very hard to make sure it’s a sustainable
investment, and I’m actively involved with the institutions which receive it from me. I
give my time, and time is the most precious thing you’ve got because you can’t buy one
more second from God. When He’s ready, He takes you. I don’t care about what other
people think. I care about what I think, and what I feel is my duty as a responsible
Christian. God has been there for me and my family through many tribulations, and I
know it. And I’m grateful,” he said.

