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“Freedom is not free. It comes at a great cost, and the blood of our heroes has paid for it 
on every continent. We must preserve our historical records for succeeding generations. 
People need to know why these people received the Medal of Honor, and what their 
contributions and sacrifices were. A country’s greatness is measured by how much it 
honors, respects and cherishes its heroes. If we fail to honor our heroes properly – if we 
don’t keep a proper archive about their actions and achievements – this important part of 
American history could be lost to future generations” – John G. Rangos Sr. 
 

 
The Congressional Medal of Honor Society honored Greek American magnate John G. Rangos in 
Dallas this past October with a special coin box collection containing the challenge coins of 
every Medal of Honor recipient, living and deceased, who has ever had a challenge coin struck. 
(L-R) Joe Foran, Alex Rangos, Mr. Rangos and Mike Thornton, a Medal of Honor recipient. 
 
NEW YORK – There are heroes in this country, soldiers who receive the highest honors 
and accolades for their bravery and valor on the battlefield. They often make the ultimate 
sacrifice, risking and giving their own lives under extremely dangerous, life-threatening 
circumstances to make sure their comrades escape or survive. These soldiers are widely 
considered true patriots. They defend our country out of genuine and selfless interest in 
preserving our national security and freedom. They are real-life heroes, many of whom 
gave up their own tomorrows so that we could have a safe today. Staff Sergeant Salvatore 
A. Giunta (U.S. Army) is one such hero. President Obama recently bestowed him with 
the Medal of Honor for risking his own life to save another wounded soldier from being 
captured in Afghanistan. 



 
Staff Sgt. Salvatore Giunta, the first living post-Vietnam Medal of Honor recipient. 



Congress passed an act establishing the Medal of Honor on December 21, 1861. The end 
of this calendar year will mark its 150th anniversary. The Medal of Honor is the highest 
military decoration awarded by the U.S. Government. It is bestowed by the President of 
the United States on members of the armed forces who distinguish themselves 
“conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of (their own lives) above and 
beyond the call of duty while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United 
States.” It is often awarded posthumously – more than half of the 3,471 Medals of Honor 
have been awarded since 1941 for conflicts dating back to the Civil War. 
 
There are only 85 living Medal of Honor recipients left. Sgt. Giunta is the first living 
recipient since the Vietnam War (ten others were awarded posthumously for their 
conduct and actions in the U.S.S. Liberty Incident, the Battle of Mogadishu and the Wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan). 
 
But how many of us stop to think that even heroes like Sgt. Giunta have heroes? How 
many of us stop to consider patriotism of another order? If Medal of Honor recipients 
recognize patriotism in others, shouldn’t we do the same? 
 
The Congressional Medal of Honor Society recently honored one of the Greek American 
community’s most prominent members for his unique and genuine sense of patriotism 
and contributions to this country: John G. Rangos, Sr. 
 
Chartered by Congress in 1958, the CMOH Society, which consists exclusively of living 
Medal of Honor recipients, understands this basic concept, and honors distinguished and 
accomplished individuals with its National Patriot Award each year. 
 
The members of the CMOH Society designed and presented their first Patriot Award in 
1968. Since then, it has been presented regularly during their now-annual (formerly bi-
annual) reunions to “distinguished Americans who exemplify the ideals that make our 
country strong… These Americans’ dedication to freedom, love for their fellow man, and 
their allegiance to our flag with a full understanding of its demands are accepted without 
reservation (www.homeofheroes.com).” 
 

PRESTIGIOUS ROSTER 
The Patriot Award itself is a gold medallion bearing the seal of the CMOH Society on its 
face, with an inscription on the reverse side bearing the name of the recipient and brief 
details about the award. Its past recipients include heavyweights like Will Rogers (1979); 
Presidents Ronald Reagan (1983) and George H.W. Bush (1995); General William C. 
Westmoreland (1986); Lee Iacocca (1989); Ross Perot (1993); Helen Robson Walton 
(1997); Bob and Elizabeth Dole (1998); Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf (2002); and U.S. 
Senator John McCain of Arizona (2005). Mr. Rangos is also on that prestigious roster, 
having received his Patriot Award back in 1991, and was the Award’s presenter for Mr. 
Perot in 1993. 
 
During a special appreciation dinner in Dallas last October 25, the CMOH Society also 
presented Mr. Rangos with a special token of gratitude for all his support and 



contributions to the CMOH Foundation, which supports the activities of the CMOH 
Society, over the years the night before the 2010 National Patriot Award Gala, which 
honored billionaire financier T. Boone Pickens. 
 

 
(L-R) Medal of Honor Recipient Mike Thornton, John G. Rangos and Joe Foran, sponsor of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society’s annual Patriot Award Gala, during the Society’s annual 
Patriot Award Gala last fall. Texas billionaire T. Boone Pickens was the 2010 honoree. 
 
While both Mr. Perot, who ran for President as an Independent back in 1992, and Mr. 
Pickens have been key contributors to the CMOH Foundation in recent years, the Rangos 
Family Foundation was the CMOH Foundation’s main source of funding during the first 
three years since its inception in 1999, providing hundreds of thousands to help it get off 
the ground. 
 
In recognition of this singular lifeline of funding in the CMOH Foundation’s early years, 
as well as his ongoing support since then, the CMOH Society gave Mr. Rangos a special 
coin box containing challenge coins from all Medal of Honor recipients (living and 
deceased) since they started having their individual challenge coins struck. 
 
Mr. Rangos, who made a fortune in the environmental management industry, is well 
known for his philanthropy, having given millions to hospitals and various institutions of 
higher learning to help finance and advance healthcare and education. He also founded 
International Orthodox Christian Charities in 1992, and remains a driving force behind 
IOCC, which has since become a successful and well-respected humanitarian agency that 
works with other major charitable organizations on a regular basis all over the world. 



“Even heroes have heroes, and Medal of Honor recipients are no different from the rest of 
us when it comes to admiring the patriotism, courage and noble actions of others,” 
according to General Nick Kehoe (U.S. Air Force, retired), president of the CMOH 
Foundation, which Mr. Rangos founded to support the activities of the CMOH Society 
through outreach and collaborative efforts. 
 
“John Rangos deserves the honor because of everything he’s done for the Medal of 
Honor Society through the Medal of Honor Foundation. Years ago, he met a Medal of 
Honor recipient who was traveling to speak somewhere on his own dime, and John 
Rangos learned that many recipients were doing that without getting reimbursed. They do 
so because they think it’s important, and they’re in the limelight because of what they 
achieved in combat to receive this very prestigious Medal. And John Rangos thought, 
‘Medal of Honor Recipients shouldn’t have to dig into their own pockets for that. We 
ought to help them do that.’ So he started the Medal of Honor Foundation,” Gen. Kehoe 
told the National Herald. 
 
The coin box the CMOH Society presented to Mr. Rangos at the end of last October was 
also “very prestigious and very personal,” Gen. Kehoe pointed out. “The Appreciation 
Dinner was a little out of the ordinary. Typically, the Society hosts the annual Patriot 
Award Gala, but they decided to also honor John Rangos the night before giving Boone 
Pickens the Patriot Award. They issued a coin box specifically in John Rangos’ honor the 
night before the 2010 Patriot Award dinner. There are now more than 100 individual 
coins from both living and deceased Medal of Honor recipients, and John Rangos 
received a full set of those coins, which is collectively invaluable because it’s so rare. It’s 
only been done three times (including for Mr. Rangos),” he said. 
 

CHALLENGE COINS 
Challenge coins have become a military tradition within the last couple of decades, 
according to Colonel Jack Jacobs (U.S. Army, retired), the daytime military and national 
security analyst for MSNBC who also received the Medal of Honor for directing air 
strikes on enemy positions in Vietnam and saving several allied lives in the process, with 
complete disregard for his own safety. 
 
The CMOH Society adopted the tradition of challenge coins, which are considered very 
prestigious in military circles, Col. Jacobs told the National Herald. The coins are 
personalized for outstanding service and extraordinary courage, and create a tangible link 
between a person who is in a command position and someone who works under that 
particular command. 
 
“It started sometime after I retired from the Army in 1987. General officers would have 
these special coins struck, and they would carry the coins out onto the field. If they 
thought a deserving soldier was doing a particularly good job, they would give him a coin 
as a matter of recognition. That started to spread, and every unit now has its own unique 
challenge coin. The idea eventually came up that Medal of Honor recipients should have 
challenge coins, too, so that each recipient has his own challenge coin,” said Col. Jacobs, 
who is also of Greek-Jewish ancestry. 



 
Col. Jack H. Jacobs (U.S. Army, retired) aboard the U.S.S. Theodore Roosevelt in December 
2005. Jacobs received the Medal of Honor for his gallantry and actions in Vietnam. Currently a 
military analyst for MSNBC News, he is also of Greek-Jewish heritage, and says the CMOH 
Foundation “wouldn’t exist” without the efforts of prominent Greek American philanthropist 
John G. Rangos, Sr. 
 
Unlike other challenge coins which are specific to entire units, Col. Jacobs explained, 
each Medal of Honor recipient has a challenge coin with a design that’s unique to that 
individual. “Medal of Honor recipients have a number of copies they can give out to 
whomsoever they choose, and they hand them out to deserving individuals individually 
from time to time. They’re individually struck, and John Rangos got one from each of us. 
He got a collection of all of them now. He received coins not only from all the living 
recipients, but also from the families of all recipients who were still alive when this 
tradition of striking challenge coins for Medal of Honor recipients started, but have since 
passed away,” he said. 
 
Mr. Rangos received the coin box because of what he has done for the CMOH Society, 
according to Gen. Kehoe: 
 
He has concretely and consistently supported the Society’s public outreach activities for 
which, in many cases, recipients had received no compensation – or even had their 



expenses covered. While Congress chartered the CMOH Society to include all the living 
Medal of Honor recipients, he said, federal funding has never been appropriated for it. As 
a result, he explained, while the Society existed as a chartered institution, it basically 
functioned as a sort of club – until Mr. Rangos got involved. 
 
“There was a time when recipients would be invited to speak, and they would go – they 
almost never say no – but they would pay for it out of their own pockets. That led John 
Rangos to help the Society start a Foundation that would support the Society’s activities 
and programs which, in turn, are important to getting its message out to the country and 
its citizens, particularly our youth,” he said. 
 

GENESIS AND SYNERGY 
“John Rangos is the genesis of the Medal of Honor Foundation, which has evolved to 
support a number of programs at the Medal of Honor Society’s behest to help people 
embrace the ideals of courage, sacrifice and selflessness – all of which are embodied in 
the Medal of Honor – so that they can develop character and be better citizens. We’re 
downstream from that point a little over ten years now, and people are getting on in years, 
so the Society wanted to honor Mr. Rangos and thank him for everything he’s done over 
the years,” Gen. Kehoe added. 
 
Col. Jacobs echoed and expanded upon Gen. Kehoe’s sentiments, emphasizing that the 
CMOH Foundation would not even exist without Mr. Rangos’ staunch support. 
 
Mr. Rangos made it a “top priority” to establish the Medal of Honor Foundation, Col. 
Jacobs noted. Mr. Rangos recognized that, because no federal funds were allocated to the 
CMOH Society, the Medal of Honor’s message of courage, service and sacrifice, which 
are vital to the country and its history, would never reach the public in a substantive way. 
 
“John Rangos is the man who founded the Medal of Honor Foundation, which can now 
carry the values of the Medal of Honor Society in perpetuity. If it wasn’t for his vision to 
support Medal of Honor recipients, the Foundation wouldn’t exist, and sustaining the 
ideals of service and sacrifice that are part of the Society’s legacy would be a much more 
difficult task,” he said. 
 
“The bottom line is, if it weren’t for John Rangos, there wouldn’t be a Medal of Honor 
Foundation, which does a lot more now than merely supporting the activities of the 
Medal of Honor Society and helping recipients go out there and give speeches from time 
to time,” he added. 
 
For example, Col. Jacobs said, the CMOH Society has helped develop a civics 
curriculum in conjunction with the school district in Erie, Pennsylvania which has 
already been adopted by the Pennsylvania State Senate as the archetype for all 490-plus 
school districts in Pennsylvania (similar legislation is currently being considered in 
California, Texas and Florida). 



The proposed legislation, initiated by the CMOH Society, has been brought before 
several state legislatures though the support of the CMOH Foundation, with additional 
support from the General Electric Foundation. 
 
“Texas and California are getting ready to do the same thing. It’s all for teaching the 
things we should have learned about patriotism, civic responsibility, service, sacrifice and 
commitment that have not been taught as much as they should have been. This all sprang 
from John Rangos’ original idea,” Col. Jacobs said. 
 
“If it wasn’t for the Medal of Honor Foundation, which exists because of John Rangos, 
there wouldn’t be a curriculum, and there wouldn’t be a Foundation to help school 
districts develop this curriculum. Because of John Rangos’ efforts to establish a viable 
foundation, teachers and school districts everywhere will be able to use it as a formula, 
and it’s actually going to spread form state to state,” he said. 
 
The synergy between the CMOH Foundation and other groups make these things 
possible, Col. Jacobs added, and that synergy grew out of Mr. Rangos’ notion and vision 
to support the Medal of Honor Society. 
 

PRESERVING THE LEGACY 
Mr. Rangos himself said he felt very humbled when he received the coin box a couple of 
months ago, and said the gesture caught him by complete surprise. 
 
“I was very surprised that Medal of Honor recipients also wanted to thank me the same 
weekend they were giving Boone Pickens the 2010 Patriot Award. I was just so touched 
by that. It was a very emotional moment for me. I wasn’t expecting it, at all, and I was 
honestly just dumbfounded when they did that. I felt so honored and humbled that our 
heroes thought of me,” he told the National Herald with clear emotion in his voice. 
 
Asked why he has had such a keen interest in the CMOH Society and Foundation, Mr. 
Rangos emphasized his desire to help preserve the Medal of Honor’s legacy and keep the 
stories of recipients alive for succeeding generations. 
 
The history of valor and patriotism that the CMOH Society endeavors to preserve for 
future generations is essentially the stories of the recipients themselves, he told the 
Herald. 
 
“This isn’t just mythology. We have real heroes who made a real difference on the 
battlefield to help this country preserve freedom everywhere. There are so many stories 
that deserve to be heralded for posterity, and we must let the American people know how 
important that is. That’s why preserving our historical records for succeeding generations 
is essential. People need to know why these people received the Medal of Honor, and 
what their contributions and sacrifices were,” Mr. Rangos said. 
 
“These men are real heroes. They are the stars and stripes on the American flag. If it 
wasn’t for them, we wouldn’t be able to enjoy the freedom we enjoy today. We have 



liberty because of their selfless service and sacrifice. It’s imperative that we keep a record 
of their stories. It’s vital to our country’s interests to keep future generations informed 
about this,” he said. 
 
“Freedom is not free. It comes at a great cost, and the blood of our heroes has paid for it 
on every continent. We must preserve our historical records for succeeding generations. 
People need to know why these people received the Medal of Honor, and what their 
contributions and sacrifices were. A country’s greatness is measured by how much it 
honors, respects and cherishes its heroes. If we fail to honor our heroes properly – if we 
don’t keep a proper archive about their actions and achievements – this important part of 
American history could be lost to future generations,” he added. 
 
Mr. Rangos’ interest in the CMOH Society evolved as a result of contact with people like 
the late James Elliott Williams (1930-99), the most decorated sailor in U.S. Navy history; 
the late Captain Michael J. Estocin (1931-67), a boyhood friend in Turtle Creek, 
Pennsylvania who received the Medal of Honor posthumously for his actions in Vietnam; 
and the late Gen. Westmoreland (1914-2005 – though not a Medal of Honor recipient 
himself, Gen. Westmoreland was commander of American military operations in 
Vietnam in 1964-68). 
 
But the main backdrop of Mr. Rangos’ keen interest in preserving and perpetuating the 
Medal of Honor’s historical legacy is the towering figure of Elliott Williams, who 
received the Medal of Honor for his actions on Vietnam’s Mekong River in 1966. His 
Medal of Honor citation states that, “Under the leadership of BM1 Williams, who 
demonstrated unusual professional skill and indomitable courage throughout the 3-hour 
battle, the patrol accounted for the destruction or loss of 65 enemy boats, and inflicted 
numerous casualties on enemy personnel. His extraordinary heroism and exemplary 
fighting spirit in the face of grave risks inspired the efforts of his men to defeat a larger 
enemy force, and are in keeping with the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.” 
 
Williams, who also had an Arleigh Burke-class destroyer named after him posthumously 
in 2002, invited Mr. Rangos to attend the 1986 Patriot Award Gala in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina. 
 
“I knew all about the Medal of Honor, but I might never have known about the Medal of 
Honor Society if it wasn’t for Elliott Williams. He invited me to South Carolina when 
Gen. Westmoreland was honored with the Patriot Award. Elliott stayed with me in 
Florida for a couple of days, and he was genuinely distressed about where the records on 
Medal of Honor recipients were all being kept. He told me those records were scattered 
all over the place, and said if that situation wasn’t corrected, then all the history behind 
the Medal of Honor wouldn’t be intact for America’s future,” Mr. Rangos said. 
 
“Elliott pointed out that, pretty soon, Medal of Honor recipients are all going to pass 
away, and no one is going to know about the history behind the heavy price America paid 
for our freedom after these heroes are gone. And as I learned more from Elliott, I 
naturally became more interested,” he said. 



 
The late James Elliott Williams, the most decorated sailor in U.S. naval history. 

 
“When I learned that Medal of Honor recipients had to pay their own expenses to attend 
functions they were invited to, it really bothered me. A lot of these heroes are just 
average Americans in the sense that they can’t afford to fly all over the country; stay at 



hotels; and pay their own way to make speeches others are asking them to make,” Mr. 
Rangos said. 
 
“Whenever a Medal of Honor recipient visits a school, he changes many young lives. 
With all of the sacrifices these heroes have made, they can’t be expected to have to pay 
their own expenses. I just couldn’t believe they had to pay their own way. That’s why I 
asked to attend the Society’s next general meeting in Indianapolis. I told Elliott my 
solution, which I eventually brought before the board,” he added. 
 
Mr. Rangos’ solution was to form the CMOH Foundation in order to help the CMOH 
Society perpetuate Medal of Honor recipients’ collective legacy. In that regard, the John 
G. Rangos Sr. Family Charitable Foundation has been a tremendous reservoir of support 
for the CMOH Foundation. No one knows exactly how much funding the Rangos 
Foundation has provided the CMOH Foundation over the years – Mr. Rangos declined to 
disclose a specific amount – but conservative estimates run in the millions, and Rangos 
Foundation resources definitely helped the CMOH Foundation become more firmly 
established as a self-sustaining organization, particularly in its nascent stages. 
 
Mr. Rangos also served as the first chairman of the CMOH Foundation’s board of 
directors – CMOH Society members unanimously elected him from the start – and he 
helped turn it into one of the most vibrant foundations in the country. 
 

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON 
Mr. Rangos noted that the CMOH Foundation now boasts one of the finest boards in the 
country, replete with Fortune 500 company leaders, and includes his son Alex, who is 
himself a recipient of the CMOH Society’s prestigious Distinguished Citizen Award 
(received by New York City Police Commissioner Ray Kelly last year). 
 
“One person alone can’t build an organization, and I’m so happy that my son Alex 
followed in my footsteps with the Medal of Honor Foundation. There are three particular 
ways a person can help – himself, his time and his financial resources – and Alex has 
offered all three of those,” Mr. Rangos said. 
 
“I’m extremely proud of him because he helped other leaders make the Medal of Honor 
Foundation a highly successful organization. Alex proved to be a major player during 
some critical times. And once the country’s corporate leaders became aware of the Medal 
of Honor Foundation and its mission, they joined in and helped it achieve solid financial 
footing,” Mr. Rangos added. 
 
Among the 35 board members serving on the CMOH Foundation are Dick Grasso, 
former chairman of the New York Stock Exchange; W. Thomas Matthews, former 
president & CEO of Citi Smith Barney; Steven R. Loranger, chairman & CEO of ITT 
Industries; Robert Stevens, chairman & CEO of Lockheed Martin; and Brian Williams, 
anchor and managing editor of NBC Nightly News; as well as a number of Medal of 
Honor recipients, who constitute almost half the board membership (to view the entire list 
of board members, visit the web at www.CMOHfoundation.org). 



Alex Rangos was very reticent about accepting or receiving any credit. He simply 
considers himself just one of many people involved, he said, noting that in addition to the 
annual Patriot Award Gala each fall, the CMOH Society now enjoys several major 
fundraising events annually – e.g., its Closing Bell & Circle of Honor Dinner each spring 
in New York at NYSE – underscoring that the Stock Exchange has been very generous to 
the Foundation over an extended period of time. 
 

 
John G. Rangos Sr., right, with his son Alex and daughter Jenica. Mr. Rangos founded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation to support the CMOH Society’s public outreach and 
activities. Following in his father’s footsteps, Alex Rangos is a member of the CMOH 
Foundation’s board of directors. 
 
Col. Jacobs said the Rangos family’s steadfast support has been vital to the CMOH 
Society’s continued existence and increasing success: 
 
“The Medal of Honor Foundation has grown dramatically, and it’s all because of their 
perseverance and support. It is what it is today: an organization established to perpetuate 
the lofty notions of the Medal of Honor in an environment where we’re not going to have 
any Medal of Honor recipients after a while. Statistically, except for Sergeant Giunta, 
there won’t be any living Medal of Honor recipients in another dozen years or so. 
Everyone else is a little too old right now. So if anyone is deserving of recognition by the 
Medal of Honor Society – and by the nation – it’s John Rangos. The Medal of Honor 
Foundation was his idea,” he said. 
 
Gen. Kehoe agreed, stressing that Mr. Rangos’ commitment to enhancing the Medal of 
Honor’s legacy is consistent with the humility of recipients themselves, and is key to 
helping ordinary citizens realize that they, too, can be heroes in their own ways. “John 



Rangos is a humble man. He developed his passion for the Medal of Honor Foundation 
because of what these men had done to fight for and preserve our freedoms, even though 
the recipients themselves – who are all very humble – would tell you they were just doing 
their job, and aren’t chasing any glory for themselves,” he said. 
 
“John Rangos’ tangible concern was to help recipients make an impact on the American 
people’s consciousness, particularly on our youth, so that people realize at some point in 
their lives when they’re facing a critical situation – and it doesn’t have to be in combat – 
we all have the ability to reach deep down inside and find the courage we need to deal 
with something very difficult, or to think of others ahead of ourselves,” he said. 
 
“Those are the characteristics that embody, and are associated with, the Medal of Honor, 
which we all must cherish. Recipients just happen to do it under the most extraordinary 
circumstances. Most of us don’t face life-and-death circumstances like they did, where 
they reached deep down inside and found the ability to contend with incredible adversity 
to make a difference on the battlefield,” he said. 
 
“But in principle, if you can get people to actually think about things in those terms once 
in a while, they might realize that, if recipients could do it under the most horrific of 
circumstances, others ought to be able to deal with something less adverse. It just takes 
the courage to try,” Gen. Kehoe added. 
 

UNWAVERING PATRIOTISM 
His involvement with the CMOH Society and Foundation aside, Mr. Rangos’ unwavering 
patriotism and generous contributions to American society have not been lost on the 
country’s military establishment. He was invited to be the main speaker at the Reserve 
Officers Association’s national convention in Pittsburgh a few years after he received the 
Patriot Award. 
 
Addressing the convention, Mr. Rangos sympathized with the military establishment’s 
plight with respect to the way the press typically portrayed the Vietnam War. 
 
“There was a lot of press that was very critical of the war in Vietnam in those days – and 
there’s still a lot of media hostility toward it – but I think history will show that it wasn’t 
a complete waste of time,” he said. 
 
“I told Gen. Westmoreland, ‘I know the media is just tearing you apart, General, but I 
don’t think they fully understand the significance of this war. We didn’t go there to 
conquer any country. We went there to stop communism from spreading all over the 
Pacific basin,’ ” he said. 
 
After the Beijing Insurrection and the tearing down of the Berlin Wall, communists 
finally understood that America is going to keep resisting communism tenaciously. When 
a country galvanizes the way America did against communism, that’s when governments 
solidify themselves,” Mr. Rangos pointed out. 



“We had trouble in South Korea, the Philippines and Taiwan. Indonesia was once run by 
a communist leader (Sukarno), and for various reasons, it flipped. Democracy now works 
better there than it does in most predominantly Muslim countries today. Thailand and 
even India were also threatened by communism at the time, so we accomplished a great 
deal in Vietnam that people don’t realize or have forgotten, or otherwise never had a 
chance to learn about from a military perspective,” he added. 
 

 
(L-R) Medal of Honor Recipient Mike Thornton, John G. Rangos and Gen. Tommy Franks (U.S. 
Army), retired commander of the United States Central Command, during the Congressional 
Medal of Honor Society’s 2010 Patriot Award Gala in Dallas this past October. Mr. Rangos 
receive the prestigious award in 1991. 
 
Mr. Rangos’ patriotism, integrity and contributions to American society brought him 
additional attention from the country’s military establishment. Gen. James H. Doolitle 
(1896-1993), who received the Medal of Honor for heroic actions against the Japanese in 
Word War II, asked Mr. Rangos to march in the Desert Storm Victory Parade in New 
York after operations were successfully concluded in the First Gulf War of 1991. 
 
Mr. Rangos initially declined the invitation to march with the country’s military heroes, 
but Gen. Doolittle insisted because he valued Mr. Rangos’ dedication to environmental 
management and interest in preserving of military history, so Mr. Rangos relented. “It’s 
still too much for me to talk about. I really didn’t feel I deserved to be there, but Gen. 



Doolittle was very firm about it, and in the end, I just couldn’t say no to him,” Mr. 
Rangos said. 
 

John G. Rangos Sr., Past and Present 
 

 
Greek American philanthropist and retired industrialist John G. Rangos, Sr. 

 
Mr. Rangos is himself a decorated veteran of the Korean War. Born in Steubenville, Ohio 
in the summer of 1929, he grew up during the Great Depression with his mother Anna 



Rizakus and maternal grandfather Costas Svokos (a sea captain from the island of Chios) 
in northern West Virginia. Years after her passing, Mr. Rangos still cites his mother as 
his source of strength and beacon of faith. 
 
Growing up, Mr. Rangos also spent his summers with his father Constantinos (Gus) in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. The Chios-born Gus Rangos left the island as a young boy and 
grew up in Macedonia, where the Rangos family has deep historical roots. He came to 
this country in his mid-twenties, and was a very successful restaurateur, who had 
eventually purchased the mansion once owned by Robert E. Lee, the great Confederate 
Civil War general. 
 
As a child, Mr. Rangos was keenly aware of changes sweeping through his community, 
as the hardships of the Depression gave way to the difficult realities of World War II. The 
men in his community shipped off to war overseas, while the women worked at local 
factories to support them, so from a young age, he took great pride in the collaboration 
and sacrifice he witnessed firsthand among the American citizenry. 
 
As a young man, Mr. Rangos attended the Houston School of Business. He interrupted 
his education to join the Active Air Force Reserves in Pittsburgh. Declining a first 
lieutenant commission in the Air Force Reserves, he opted for the Army, which he served 
dutifully in 1951-54. 
 
During his military service, he attended the U.S. Signal & Communications School at 
Fort Gordon in Augusta, Georgia. After completing courses in advanced 
communications, he entered a combat signal team in the Far East. 
 
Mr. Rangos returned to civilian life with high honors, to include the National Defense 
Medal, United Nations Medal, Korean Campaign Medal, and a Presidential Unit Citation 
from President Truman and South Korean President Syngman Rhee. 
 
Highly patriotic from a young age, Mr. Rangos is also deeply concerned about the 
function of government at all levels. His active involvement in the political arena led to 
lifelong friendships with luminaries like President John F. Kennedy and the late Senator 
Hugh D. Scott of Pennsylvania, regardless of candidates’ political affiliation or views. 
 
Throughout the years, Mr. Rangos’ preferred candidates consistently turned to him for 
counsel and support. He supported JFK’s successful Presidential bid in 1960, working for 
the Kennedy Campaign in Pennsylvania, Maryland and West Virginia, and serving as an 
advisor. He was a trusted advisor to his close friend, the legendary Senator Scott, and 
served as an advisor to David Lawrence, mayor of Pittsburgh (1946-59) and governor of 
Pennsylvania (1959-63). He was also a delegate for the State of Pennsylvania at the 1976 
Democratic National Convention in New York. 
 
Mr. Rangos served as a delegate for the 1980 U.S. Olympic Team, which ultimately did 
not participate because the United States boycotted the Moscow Olympics. In this 
capacity, Mr. Rangos offered words of comfort to disappointed American athletes, 



assuring them that the U.S. boycott was necessary to offset Soviet aggression in 
Afghanistan at the time. Not participating in the Moscow Games was a potent way to 
express American dissatisfaction with communism, he told the athletes. 
 
“I know this is a very difficult thing for all of you to swallow right now – especially after 
all your training and hard work – but our team shouldn’t go to Moscow. It’s not because 
we want to dishonor the Russian people. It’s because the Soviet Union needs a wakeup 
call, and we need to tell Russia that enough is enough,” he said, citing the 1936 Olympics 
in Germany as an example. By participating in the Berlin Games, he explained, America 
sent the wrong signal to Hitler, who incited the Second World War just three years later. 
 
In recent years, Mr. Rangos has concentrated his efforts on philanthropy. He currently 
heads the John G. Rangos Sr. Family Charitable Foundation, which has donated millions 
to help advance medical and scientific research at major institutions like Johns Hopkins, 
Carnegie Mellon and Duquesne Universities, and Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh at the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. 
 
In April 2008, Johns Hopkins inaugurated the John G. Rangos Sr. Life Sciences Building, 
for which the Rangos Foundation has donated $13 million. In October 2008, CHP 
inaugurated the new John G. Rangos Sr. Research Center at UPMC in the Pittsburgh 
suburb of Lawrenceville, for which the Rangos Foundation has provided $8 million in 
grants, in addition to the $3 million gift the Rangos Foundation granted for the original 
Rangos Research Center in 1993, when Children’s Hospital was still located in the 
suburb of Oakland. 
 
In September 2010, Children’s honored him for his longstanding devotion and dedication 
in helping CHP become one of the world’s finest pediatric care centers by mounting his 
portrait in its main reception area (the portrait was painted by Presidential portrait artist 
Benjamin McCready). That evening, Mr. Rangos also announced he would contribute 
another $1 million gift to the hospital from his unitrust fund. 
 
Through his charitable foundation, Mr. Rangos has also funded the Omnimax Theater at 
the Carnegie Science Center, the Rangos-Massimo Trucco Diabetes Laboratory at CHP, 
the Rangos School of Health Sciences at Duquesne University, the Rangos Hall at 
Carnegie Mellon University, and the Rangos Family Foundation Building at Saint 
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in Crestwood, New York. 
 
A dedicated member of the Orthodox Church, Mr. Rangos is an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople, and is the founding chairman and honorary 
lifetime president of International Orthodox Christian Charities, which has become one of 
the most effective humanitarian agencies in the world. 
 
The Rangos Foundation has also given millions to the Congressional Medal of Honor 
Foundation, which supports the CMOH Society’s activities and public outreach, ensuring 
that the historical legacy of America’s military heroes is preserved in perpetuity for 
succeeding generations (see main story). 



Mr. Rangos supports, advises, and has been honored by a number of this country’s major 
charities and organizations, to include the Leukemia-Lymphoma Society, the Juvenile 
Diabetes Association, the ALS Association (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis; a.k.a., “Lou 
Gehrig’s Disease”), and the Boy Scouts of America. 
 
He has also been honored by many of the Greek American community’s top 
organizations: e.g., AHEPA, Hellenic American Chamber of Commerce, and Society for 
the Preservation of Greek Heritage. Most recently, he was a grand marshal of the 2006 
annual Greek Independence Day Parade in New York, and the American Hellenic 
Institute honored him during its 34th annual Hellenic Heritage Achievement & National 
Public Service Awards in March 2009 for his philanthropy and business success. 


