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Bringing young talent together to cure cancer: John Rangos Jr. watches as Vassilis Kaskarelis 
(left), ambassador of Greece to the United States, puts the John G. Rangos Medal of Honor in 
Creative Thinking on his father, John Rangos Sr. (right), after a recent competition among young 
scientists at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. The competition, sponsored by the Rangos 
Family Foundation and Johns Hopkins Medicine, is bringing the brightest young minds at 
Hopkins together in an effort to ultimately cure metastatic cancer. 
 
BALTIMORE – In what is now swiftly being hailed among the country’s medical and 
scientific community as an innovative way to bring bright young minds together for the 
express purpose of reinvigorating metastatic cancer research, the first annual John G. 
Rangos Medal of Honor in Creative Thinking Competition afforded students at Johns 
Hopkins University an opportunity to present their own findings before a distinguished 
panel of physicians and scientists, generating a high level of interest among students and 
faculty alike. 
 
The five finalists were chosen from an initial pool of 44 candidates to pitch their 
proposals during what was dubbed an “Olympics-style” competition designed as a forum 



in which to present their ideas on how to tackle one of oncology’s thorniest issues: why 
some forms of cancer are curable after metastasis (e.g., testicular cancer), while most are 
not (e.g., pancreatic cancer). 
 
Mr. Rangos has had a longstanding association with Johns Hopkins Medicine, the 
country’s premier medical school and hospital. He established the Rangos Professorship 
at JHM’s Division of Gastroenterology, which supports new research initiatives in colon 
cancer (Dr. Francis Giardiello is the professor heading up this program), and a 278,000 
square-foot, state-of-art research center now bears his name in the University’s Science & 
Technology Park. 
 
He brainstormed last fall with distinguished faculty at the JHM Department of Urology to 
develop the new program: Donald Coffey, Horst Schirmer and Theodore DeWeese, three 
of the most highly respected members in the JHM community. Mr. Rangos agreed to 
fund the competition. 
 
The program’s ultimate purpose is to infuse cancer research with youthful enthusiasm by 
creating a forum which makes it possible for young people to offer their ideas without 
fear of rejection from the medical establishment, and thereby imbue metastatic cancer 
research with fresh new ideas. 
 
The event – which was also attended by Greek Ambassador to the United States Vassilis 
Kaskarelis and Eugene Rossides, founder of the American Hellenic Institute in 
Washington, D.C. – drew more than 250 people at Johns Hopkins Hospital’s historic 
Hurd Hall this past January 13, as a panel of 12 judges listened to the finalists offer their 
own theories about the nature of metastatic cancer. Christopher Logothetis, chair of the 
Genitourinary Medical Oncology Department at the University of Texas’s prestigious 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, and one of the most eminent oncologists in 
the country, was one of the judges. 
 



 
(L-R) Dr. Donald Coffey, Dr. Horst Schirmer, John G. Rangos Sr., and Dr. Christopher 
Logothetis after the first annual John G. Rangos Medal of Honor in Creative Thinking 
competition at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore this past January 13. 
 

HUMILITY 
Dr. Logothetis praised Mr. Rangos and commended Johns Hopkins for providing young 
scientists with an exciting new framework under which they are able to not only freely 
conduct their own research, but also present their ideas before accomplished physicians 
and scientists, citing a serious need for medical solutions to catch up with existing 
knowledge acquired through decades of scientific research. 
 
Why some metastatic cancers can be cured while most can not is one of medicine’s most 
provocative questions, he pointed out, and the new Rangos program could generate novel 
approaches to help overcome this persistent and difficult challenge. 
 
“The efforts Dr. Coffey and Johns Hopkins have made with this unique competition are 
designed to address the issue that scientists who have dealt with the wealth of information 
created, at the taxpayers’ expense, are not making advances proportional to the 
knowledge. So it’s clear that by injecting youthful enthusiasm – and youthful irreverence 
for the biases that we have – will change things. And it acknowledges the fact that the 
majority of great advances happen in young careers,” Dr. Logothetis told the National 
Herald. 
 



“So that’s what this competition is designed to do: not only to arm young people with 
enthusiasm in a creative environment, but also to serve as iconoclasts by challenging the 
structures the scientific community has in place. Mr. Rangos clearly understands this, and 
that’s why he’s introducing this unique mechanism,” he said. 
 
“This is the first time I’ve had the pleasure of actually meeting Mr. Rangos in person, but 
two things are obvious: He’s a man of great personal achievement and intense loyalty to 
America and Greece, and his spirit of innovation, which he has maintained even at this 
stage of his life, is clearly associated with humility and a sincere appreciation that he still 
has more to do,” Dr. Logothetis added. 
 

OLYMPIC APPROACH TO SOLVING RIDDLES 
Dr. Coffey, who has been working and teaching at Johns Hopkins since 1959, noted Mr. 
Rangos’ affinity and affection for the country’s medical community in general – and to 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine specifically – and emphasized the Greek American 
philanthropist’s genuine interest in helping younger scientists advance medical research. 
Together with Dr. Schirmer, the three came up with an Olympics-like concept for the 
competition – over dinner at Kali’s Court, an upscale Greek restaurant in Baltimore, six 
months ago – and shared their ideas with Dr. DeWeese, Johns Hopkins’ radiation 
oncologist in-chief. 
 
“Before I met Mr. Rangos, I did some research on him, and holy mackerel! This man is 
into everything! He has so many different interests, and everything he pursues ends on a 
positive note. He’s truly an incredible man. So the first thing I asked him when I met him 
was, ‘What is your dream?’ And he answered, ‘I want to make a difference, and I don’t 
think young people are getting a fair opportunity to be as creative as they could be, so I 
want to help young people have more creative opportunities,’ ” Dr. Coffey told the 
Herald. 
 
“It was also very apparent that Mr. Rangos is a true patriot; that he really believes in the 
principles of freedom. He has put his whole life behind what he says. He also told me 
about his great love for Greece, and anyone who looks into that great history will 
inevitably realize the tremendous impact of Greece on human history. When you say 
Greece, you’re talking about an incredible effect on humanity. The Olympics are part of 
that amazing legacy. Back in ancient times, the Greeks would stop fighting wars so that 
they could compete in the Olympic Games. And people who hated each other would 
gather to compete and work with each other in a peaceful and cooperative way,” he said. 
 
“And this Olympic ideal has stood the test of time for thousands of years – to this very 
day. It doesn’t matter what country they’re from, the best young people gather in one 
place to compete for the glory of what the human body can do. The Greeks also did that 
with music,” He added. “They did it with art. They did it with poetry and drama. In 
Athens, Socrates did that in the market place with philosophical discussions. All of a 
sudden, we were talking about medals and valor – and the Medal of Honor (the legacy of 
which Mr. Rangos supports through the Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation) – 
and so we thought, why not do something like that for cancer research?” 



 
That’s how Mr. Rangos, Dr. Coffey, Dr. Schirmer and Dr. DeWeese first conceived of 
bringing Johns Hopkins students together in a spirit of an Olympics-style to tackle 
oncology’s greatest challenge, Dr. Coffey said. 
 
“Let’s captivate these brilliant young minds through the riddles of cancer, we thought, 
and take Olympics-like approach to doing so. The one question that has plagued me is, 
why are some cancers curable in metastasis, while others are not? And that’s the riddle 
we posed to attract these brilliant young minds across the Hopkins spectrum, and give 
them a chance to nurture their creativity though a competition of the mind,” he said. 
 
That competition, held just last week, was open to all currently enrolled fulltime students 
and trainees at Johns Hopkins, including undergraduates, graduates and medical students, 
residents and post-graduate fellows. It offered cash prizes and actual medals to the five 
finalists, who presented their proposals on how they would approach solving the 
problems posed by metastatic cancer. First prize was $20,000. Second prize was $5000. 
Third prize was $1000. And fourth and fifth prizes were $500 each. 
 
The finalists were Andrew Sharabi, a resident in radiation oncology (1st place); Cheng 
Ran Huang, who is pursuing her doctorate in human genetics and a master’s degree in 
biostatistics (2nd place); Diane Heiser, a Ph.D candidate in Cellular and Molecular 
Medicine (3rd place); Brian Ladle, a fellow in pediatric oncology (4th place); and Kevin 
Chung, a medical oncology fellow (5th place). 
 
By presenting their ideas to the distinguished panel, part of the competition’s idea was 
also to give the finalists an opportunity to actually pursue their research proposals. It 
worked. After the competition, Dr. DeWeese told Mr. Rangos he was so impressed by 
Ms. Huang’s proposals, “I just have to give her a chance to look into it.” 
 

DEEPLY PASSIONATE 
None of that would have been possible without Mr. Rangos’ support, according to Dr. 
Edward Miller, dean of Johns Hopkins Medicine. 
 
“Mr. Rangos has been a close friend, and he has been incredibly supportive of this 
institution for many years. This is a terrific program, and he has helped make it possible. 
I want to thank him for his vision and his generosity in helping to make this competition 
possible. For those fortunate enough to know Mr. Rangos, his sponsorship of today’s 
event comes as no surprise. He has long been a strong and tremendously valuable 
supporter of Johns Hopkins Medicine,” Dr. Miller told the audience. 
 
“He truly cares about advancing the science of medicine to cure diseases affecting 
millions of individuals throughout the world, and he’s deeply passionate about supporting 
bright young students and trainees who offer creative new approaches to solving vexing 
medical problems. The John G. Rangos Medal of Honor in Creative Thinking 
competition brings those interests together, encouraging young people to forge creative 
new ways to overcome old problems. It’s nothing less than finding a cure to metastatic 



cancer. While we have made progress in treating many types of cancer, many cancers 
unfortunately remain incurable once they have spread throughout the body,” he said. 
 
“It’s also fitting that our finalists today will receive the John G. Rangos Medal of Honor 
in Creative Thinking. Mr. Rangos himself has been the recipient of many honors and 
awards. Those include the United Nations Medal and a citation from President Harry 
Truman for his service in the Korean War. He is also founder and former president of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation. This first year of the Rangos competition has 
brought together very impressive proposals from 44 Johns Hopkins students and trainees. 
This program is yet another example of the extraordinary talent of our students and 
trainees, and we’re hoping that it will lead to cures for cancer in the future,” he added. 
 

ENORMOUS PATRIOT 
Mr. Rangos’ extraordinary sense of patriotism is consistent with his abiding dedication to 
Johns Hopkins Medicine, and thereby helps Johns Hopkins continue serving the country, 
as well as the rest of the world, through medical advances that strive to eradicate all 
disease one day, according to Dr. Schirmer. 
 
“Everything you heard from Dr. Coffey is exactly how I feel about Mr. Rangos. He is an 
enormous patriot who puts himself second, third or fourth. And it’s all for the purpose of 
achieving something truly significant. I’ve known him for 46 years. He has accomplished 
many things. He searches and approaches everything he does in an altruistic way,” Dr. 
Schirmer told the Herald. 
 
“Mr. Rangos takes chances, but he thinks things out properly and pursues his goals in a 
focused way. That’s why he has been so successful with everything he’s tried – from his 
career in waste management to his multi-faceted philanthropy – and it’s just amazing 
how well he knows and understands the issues concerning all of his endeavors,” he said. 
 
“Cancer cells have an Achilles Heel to heat. That makes them vulnerable to several forms 
of therapy. When I told Mr. Rangos about the combination of radiation therapy and 
chemotherapy – with reduced dosages so that people don’t get sick while they are being 
treated – he listened very intently. Mr. Rangos is genuinely interested in medicine, and he 
is always willing to help this institution. He has a genuine desire to help, and is genuinely 
committed to supporting us. That’s the kind of person who helps make a real difference,” 
he added. 
 
Mr. Rangos himself received several rounds of applause throughout the program, and 
reaffirmed his ongoing commitment to supporting Johns Hopkins Medicine. 
 
“Every family knows someone who has suffered from cancer. Some forms of the disease 
are curable even after they’ve spread, but the majority are not. This competition has 
solicited ideas from the minds of bright young students with creative approaches to 
solving the dilemma of metastatic cancer, and I’m extremely honored to be part of it,” he 
said. 
 



“Looking back on all the accomplishments of this institution over the years – all the 
bright young students and all the brilliant scientists and doctors here – it’s no wonder 
Johns Hopkins is a beacon of light in the world of medicine today. The information the 
participants in today’s competition gave us today was just unbelievable. All 44 
contestants should be congratulated. I want to thank everyone for being so supportive of 
this effort, which will hopefully add to the Hopkins legend,” Mr. Rangos added. 
 
A special dinner was held afterwards at the Johns Hopkins Club in honor of Mr. Rangos 
and the finalists. More than 50 people attended. Both Dr. Miller and Dr. Myron 
Weisfeldt, chairman of JHM’s Department of Medicine, were also present. 
 

 
(L-R) Dr. Donald Coffey, Dr. Edward Miller, Gene Rossides, Johns Rangos Sr., Dr. 
Theodore DeWeese and John Rangos Jr. at the Johns Hopkins Club, where more than 50 
people gathered for dinner after a special competition among bright young minds at 
Johns Hopkins Hospital last week. 


