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By Stavros Marmarinos and 
Demetris Tsakas
Special to The National Herald

NEW YORK – Greece’s Minister of
Education and Religious Affairs
Evripides Stylianides announced a
series of initiatives his Ministry
would adopt to create two new
Greek pilot schools and one Kinder-
garten here in the United States,
aid in the reopening of St. Basil’s
Teacher’s Academy in Garrison,
N.Y., and support college and grad-
uate training courses for teachers
working in Greek American schools
during an exclusive interview with
The National Herald. Mr. Stylian-
ides also pledged to offer greater
support to the Greek American
parochial schools of the Archdioce-
san school district, in addition to
charter schools. He also cited the
utilization of academicians and ed-
ucational professionals in the
Greek American Community as a
top goal.

The Greek Education Minister
was accompanied on his visit to
TNH last Thursday by Education
Ministry Secretary General Ambas-
sador Demetris Platis – who previ-
ously served as Greek Consul Gen-
eral in New York – Special Secre-
tary for Educational Planning, Edu-
cation of Greek Children of the Di-
aspora, Intercultural Education
and Decentralization Angelos Syri-
gos, Greek Consul General in New
York Aghi Balta, and Consulate Ed-
ucation Coordinator George
Vlikidis. During his visit, Mr.
Stylianides met with TNH Publish-
er/Editor-in-Chief Antonis H. Dia-
mataris and discussed issues relat-
ed to Greek education and the
Greek American Community in
general.

Mr. Stylianides spoke with satis-
faction about the success of his U.S.
visit and noted that he came pre-
pared with on the spot solutions to
the educational challenges facing
the Greek American Community.
“When we first started our visit, I
did not know that a Greek Minister
of Education had never before visit-
ed the U.S., and that is why I began
by apologizing on behalf of the
Greek state. This was not a PR visit.
We are dealing with substantial is-
sues and trying to arrive at solu-

tions for them,” he said. 
The Greek Education Minister

spoke about the Greek Govern-
ment’s strategy to strengthen Greek
education for Greeks living abroad,
and said that there were 2,600
Greek schools operating world-
wide, in one form or another. He
noted that each year Greece dis-
patches 2,400 teachers to service
these schools, and that 112 of these
educators teach at Greek American
parochial schools and charter
schools in the U.S.. “We support all
forms of education,” Mr. Styliandes
said, noting his determination to
aid schools operating under the
Archdiocesan school district, as
well as independent charter
schools. 

The Minister stated that it was
among his Ministry’s priorities to
establish two public Greek pilot
schools along with a Kindergarten,
so that students can begin learning
the Greek language at a very young
age. He also commented on the
training received by Greek educa-
tors working abroad, and pledged
that they will have to attend special
seminars before being dispatched
to Greek American parochial
schools. 

Mr. Stylianides said that during
his visit to Washington, D.C. he met
with U.S. Assistant Secretary of

Greece Will Adopt Initiatives to Create Two
Pilot Schools and One Kindergarten in U.S.

By Evan C. Lambrou
Special to The National Herald

NEW YORK – In any given semes-
ter, fully one in ten students at the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor
are taking at least one Greek-relat-
ed class, according to Vassilis Lam-
bropoulos, C.P. Cavafy Professor of
Modern Greek at the University.

Michigan has some 30,000 stu-
dents, Dr. Lambropoulos said, so
that means roughly 3,000 of its stu-
dents are taking courses in Greek
history, philosophy, art or literature
– ancient, Byzantine or modern – at
any given time during the regular
academic year.

“Of our 30,000 undergraduates,
in any given semester, roughly one
in ten takes a Greek class of some
kind – Ancient, Byzantine or Mod-
ern. That’s how popular Greek is
here. That’s a stunning number,” he
told the National Herald.

Michigan’s Modern Greek Stud-
ies Program falls under the auspices
of two of the University’s depart-
ments, Classics and Comparative
Literature, but even within the
framework of the larger depart-
ments, the Program still enjoys con-
siderable leeway in terms of formu-
lating a curriculum and teaching
courses Dr. Lambropoulos and his
colleagues think ought to be taught.

“We can chart our own course,
and basically do whatever we like.
But we are accountable, not only to
our department and to our adminis-
tration, but to our students. Ameri-
can students vote with their feet. If I
offer a class that I happen to like,
but is only of peripheral or marginal
interest, then I can end up with an
empty class. On the other hand, if I
manage to engage the interests of
18-22-year-olds in Greek culture in
a way that is relevant to them, then
my classes are full,” he said.

Michigan’s MGS Program has
three core faculty members – two
fulltime professors and one fulltime
lecturer – and six affiliated faculty
members who teach courses related
to contemporary Hellenism, he
said.

“Our program benefits from the
fact that we are housed in a large
Classics department – one of the top
three in the country, in fact – so our
students have access to Ancient
Greek and many other related
courses, so we don’t need to worry
about covering anything before
1750,” he said.

The Program offers more than
12 courses per year, he added, and
students can both major and minor
in Modern Greek Studies.

“Currently, there are 14 majors.

Greek
Studies
Bloom in
Ann Arbor
Modern Greek Studies
Program at University
of Michigan a Success

By Evan C. Lambrou
Special to The National Herald

NEW YORK – The Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine en-
tered into a formal arrangement
with the University of Patras, the
third largest university in Greece,
to cooperate on research, as well as
student and faculty exchanges, late
last week.

The two schools officially com-
menced their new collaboration
last Friday, April 11, when repre-
sentatives from Patras went to
Johns Hopkins to sign a memoran-
dum of cooperation long champi-

oned by leading Greek American
businessman and philanthropist
John G. Rangos Sr., a member of
the Johns Hopkins Medicine Board
of Advisors and a longtime benefac-
tor of the Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine.

The occasion coincided with the
inauguration and ribbon-cutting of
the John G. Rangos Sr. Building,
the first building at the Johns Hop-
kins Science & Technology Park to
officially open its doors after a cere-
mony honoring Mr. Rangos, who
has donated millions to Johns Hop-
kins over the years.

Maryland Governor Martin O’-

Malley and Baltimore Mayor Sheila
Dixon praised the development, a
278,000-square-foot research cen-
ter which will provide state-of-the-
art facilities for advanced research
companies. The Rangos building is
the first of five new buildings
planned for the first phase of the
project, and is adjacent to the
Johns Hopkins Medical Institu-
tions’ campus.

Myron L. Weisfeldt, William
Osler Professor of Medicine and Di-
rector of the Department of Medi-
cine at Johns Hopkins, told the Na-

The Steady Resurgence of John Rangos

Archbishop Demetrios of America alongside Greece’s Minister of Education and Religious Affairs
Evripides Stylianides during the latter’s visit to the United States on Friday, April 11, 2008.

Greek Orthodox faithful filled the Annunciation Cathedral in Boston for a memorial service commemorat-
ing three years since the death of Archbishop Iakovos of North and South America on Sunday, April 13.

By Evan C. Lambrou
Special to The National Herald

NEW YORK – Reunification talks
for divided Cyprus officially started
this past Friday. April 18, as both
sides began preparing for direct ne-
gotiations between the Greek and
Turkish Cypriot leaders this coming
summer.

A brief ceremony heralded the
start of talks between working
groups of experts at the long-aban-
doned Nicosia Airport, which is in-
side the buffer zone separating the
breakaway Turkish Cypriot north
and the internationally recognized
Greek Cypriot south.

Cyprus was split along ethnic
lines in 1974, when Turkey invaded
the island nation in July 1974 to ex-
ploit a short-lived coup by support-

Cypriots On
Both Sides
Talking Now

By Theodore Kalmoukos
Special to The National Herald

BOSTON – Hundreds of Greek Or-
thodox faithful from the Boston
area and also many from New York
filled the Annunciation Greek Or-
thodox Cathedral on Sunday, April
13 responding to Metropolitan
Methodios of Boston invitation to
commemorate the late Archbishop
Iakovos of North and South Ameri-
ca as three years were completed
since his departure.  

It was one of the rare times that
Boston’s Cathedral was filled to ca-
pacity. In front of the tray with the
coliva, the photograph of Archbish-
op Iakovos had been placed, look-
ing out at the congregation.  

Metropolitan Methodios officiat-
ed at the Divine Liturgy and the
Memorial Service that followed, hav-
ing as co- celebrants the former Dea-

cons of Archbishop Iakovos who
have been elevated to the Bishopric
rank, Metropolitans Evangelos of
New Jersey and Gerasimos of San
Francisco, and Bishops Philotheos of
Meloa, and Andonios of Fasiane. Fr.
Peter Orphanakos priest at St. Bar-
bara Greek Orthodox parish in Or-
ange Connecticut who was also a
Deacon to Iakovos. Bishop Anthimos
of Olympos, Rev. George Daskalakis
the Cathedrals chief priest, Rev.
Philip Mousis, assistant and also
Youth Director of the Boston Metrop-
olis, as well as many priests and dea-
cons took part in the services.  

Present at the Cathedral were
Paulette Poulos, Archbishop
Iakovos’ dedicated assistant for
many decades who took care of him
until his departure, and also Niki
Kale, his Greek secretary, Consul
General of Greece in Boston Con-
tantine Orphanides, Vice Consul

Katerina Economou-Demeter, the
former president of Hellenic Col-
lege and Holy Cross Greek Ortho-
dox School of Theology Thomas
Lelon who today serves as vice
chairman of the Board of Trustees,
professors George Bebis and Lewis
Patsavos and the former president
of the National Philoptochos of the
Archdiocese Eve Condakes.  

Bishop Philotheos of Meloa who
was the first deacon of the late
Archbishop Iakovos spoke during
the Memorial Service in Greek.
Bishop Philotheos said, “We should
always remember and honor our
mentors especially the ones of the
caliber and greatness of Archbishop
Iakovos.” He also said that “our
spiritual father taught us Theology,
Canon Law, Administration, Tele-
turgics and Order of the Holy Ser-

Memorial Held for Archbishop Iakovos 

By Theodore Kalmoukos 
Special to The National Herald

BOSTON – Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew has requested help
from the government of Greece to
establish a Theological School in
Greece to replace the Patriarchal
Theological School of Halki which
continues to remain closed by
Turkey since 1971. 

The request was made during
the official visit of the Prime Minis-
ter of Greece Costas Karamanlis to
Turkey last January at which time
he paid a visit to the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate in Constantinople. 

Patriarch Bartholomew suggest-
ed that the Theological School be
established at the edifice of the Pa-
triarchal Monastery of St. Anastasia
of Farmakolytria in Vasilika
Halkidikis, a short distance from
Thessaloniki since there is a school
building there from the time that
an Ecclesiastical School use to exist
there a few years ago. The new
Theological School will probably
assume the name “New Halki” as
high-ranking officials of the Greek
government told the National Her-
ald. They also said that Patriarch
Bartholomew made this request
verbally and without any warning
in advance that he was going to ask
for such a request from the Greek
government. Bartholomew decided
at the very last moment without
even notifying the Holy Synod. It
was said that he did that due to the
unchanged policy of the Turkish
government concerning the re-
opening of Halki, despite the many
interventions from everywhere, in-
cluding the American government,
which the Turks seem to complete-
ly ignore, or simply stall by repeat-
ing that “the issue is under consid-
eration.”

The National Herald is in a posi-
tion to know that there were some
negative reactions on
Bartholomew’s request from a
number of hierarchs who see it as a
wrong message to the Turks that
the Patriarchate is giving up its
rights. There are others on the oth-
er hand who say that the Turks
have been playing games with the

Patriarch Aims
to Open New
Halki School

By Theodore Kalmoukos 
Special to The National Herald

BOSTON – When little Demetris Gi-
annaros arrived from his island
Samos with his family in Boston in
1964, he could never imagine that
one day not only  he would become a
professor of an American university
in the field of Finance but also a
Deputy Speaker in  Connecticut
House of Representatives. “In the be-
ginning when we first arrived here I
was worried because I had left all my
friends in Samos and I didn’t know
anyone here” he told the National
Herald. However he managed very
soon to make new friendships. He
went to school in which he excelled
in while afterwards, with scholar-
ships he received from Boston Uni-
versity, he completed three master
degrees and a doctorate. 

Today he is a tenured professor of
Economics and International Eco-
nomic Relations at the University of
Hartford in Connecticut and an
elected State Representative of Con-
necticut with the Democratic Party
since 1995.  A few weeks ago, he was
promoted to Deputy Speaker in the
Connecticut House of Representa-
tives making history since it is the
first time that a Greek-born individ-
ual is being appointed for such an of-
fice in Connecticut. At the same time
he is the President of the World Hel-
lenic Interparliamentary Association
which enumerates about 220 mem-
bers, elected Senators and Deputies
of Greek-descent from all over the
world. The majority of the members
are in the U.S. and in Australia. The
Prime Minister of  Romania, Calin
Tariceanu Popescu is also a WHIA
member whose mother is of Greek
origin and he speaks the Greek lan-
guage sufficiently. 

Speaking to The National Herald
about his recent promotion, Mr. Gi-
annaros said that he is “enthusiastic
and very moved, not only as a person
but as a Hellene, since it is the first
time that a Greek-born individual is
being appointed to such a position.
His promotion was somehow “a sur-
prise,” as he explained because “usu-
ally such type of promotions take
place at the beginning of the bienni-
um, but in my case it happened in
the middle of the biennium which I
believe is related to the fact that I
have proved my abilities as an advi-
sor of the Speaker of the House, Mr
James Amann and the President of
the Democratic Party Mr. Christofer
Donovan.” 

The reason that Mr. Giannaros
decided to deal with politics is “my
wish is to recompense something to
America for the fact that a family of
seven people arrived here very poor,
you can say penniless. We owed even
our tickets but of course the whole
family worked very hard and man-
aged to achieve a lot which is some-
thing that we owe to the U.S. Since I
was little I had thought that one day
I should compensate with my ser-
vices,” he added. 

Already, executives from his polit-
ical party but also citizens of Con-

From Samos
to Connecticut
Representative
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tional Herald that Mr. Rangos’ gen-
erosity and commitment have been
a driving force.

“Mr. Rangos has been a very ap-
preciative patient at Johns Hopkins,
and as time has gone by, he has also
become very respectful of the quali-
ty of care at Johns Hopkins, and the
way we go about pursuing our mis-
sion. And that has allowed him to
feel that the resources he provides
are extremely well-spent and will
make a major difference,” Dr. Weis-
feldt said.

“The new Rangos building is the
first building at Hopkins Medical
Center to be part of its Biotechnolo-
gy Park, an adventure which the
state and federal government, the
city of Baltimore and community
around Hopkins have invested in to
get it started. It took neighborhoods
and areas of the city that were very
poor, and converted them into nice
homes and living space for local res-
idents, in addition to building the
Park, which will bring industry, as
well as our academic researchers,
into the same building,” he said.

The cooperative exchange is
global sharing of medical knowl-
edge and technology, Dr. Weisfeldt
said, and stands to benefit both in-
stitutions.

“The agreement will be a basis to
enhance both institutions’ opportu-
nities to learn from each other’s ex-
pertise, and to hopefully discover
drugs, devices and methods to im-
prove human health. The strength
of Patras, and many of our own
strengths, are in biomedical engi-
neering, and the application of ad-
vanced technology to human
health,” he said.

GREAT GENIUS
WITHOUT CONCEIT

The Herald also interviewed Mr.
Rangos about the developments at
Johns Hopkins, and discussed other
matters with him, as well.

“The Rangos Building represents
great scientists coming together
from different fields of medicine to
alleviate suffering from disease. It’s
the triangulation of community,
government and a great institution
coming together for something that
will benefit mankind,” he told the
Herald.

“I have supported Johns Hopkins
for a long time. I’ve been involved
with the institution for 40 years.
When I was a patient seeking a sec-
ond opinion, I got a firsthand look
at what their doctors are all about,
and I found a fantastic attitude of
great genius without egocentric
conceit. Ego is a killer for anybody,
and we all have a problem with it,
but Johns Hopkins’ commitment to
the transition of medicine, research
and the execution of biomedical en-
gineering to modern medical care is

mind-boggling. They are truly an
elite group, and they are next to
none in the medical world,” he said.

Mr. Rangos also established the
Rangos Professorship at the Johns
Hopkins School of Medicine’s Divi-
sion of Gastroenterology, which
supports new research initiatives in
colon cancer. Dr. Francis Giardiello
is the inaugural professor of the
program.

“The most exciting part of this
for me was the Greek aspect. Here
you have Greece – where the ora-
cles of Western medicine began, all
the way back to the Hippocratic
Oath – coming together with Johns
Hopkins, a colossus of the modern
medical world. I was just thrilled to
see both Greek and American ge-
nius interface like that,” Mr. Rangos
said.

He said his interest in enhancing
cooperation and exchange between
American and Greek institutions of
higher learning date back to his ef-
forts to help establish the Informa-
tion Networking Institute at
Carnegie Mellon University, which
joined forces with Athens Informa-
tion Technology in 2003.

“I’ve always been a strong propo-
nent of education and broadening
its reach, and I have a natural affin-
ity for collaboration. This goes back
to CMU and AIT. Whenever I went
to Greece and observed all the
Greek genius at work, I realized
there’s potential in the area of high-
tech,” he said.

The CMU-AIT program is taught
by faculty from both campuses us-
ing advanced telecommunications
technology. Nearly 50 students
from 12 countries have already
graduated with master’s degrees.

“When we went to Greece with a
team, and we went to Patras, one of
the scientists who came with us,
one of the world’s best, looked at
me and said, ‘I had my doubts about
coming over here, but these guys
are as good as I am.’ Patras could
not afford the investment that was
necessary, so Socrates Kokkalis and
Constantinos Demetriades put up
many millions – perhaps a couple
hundred million dollars – for a
brand-new university (AIT), which
has become a marvelous success
story. Anybody in the Balkans can
get a degree from CMU through cy-
ber space,” Mr. Rangos said.

“And that was my entry point to
Patras. While I was at Patras I no-
ticed that they have a fantastic
group of very high-caliber doctors
there, and I thought I could arrange
a collaborative effort over time. The
potential for collaboration was
clearly there. The CMU effort
proved it. So when I got back home,
I strove to open the channels of
communication. And the people at
Johns Hopkins were very congenial
and open-minded about the possi-

bility. Without them, this never
would have happened,” he said.

Mr. Rangos is also a major sup-
porter of the Carnegie Science Cen-
ter, Johns Hopkins University Hos-
pital, the University of Pittsburgh,
Duquesne University, the Leukemia
Society, Children’s Hospital of Pitts-
burgh, the Pittsburgh Opera and the
Boy Scouts of America.

But medicine and education are
his primary philanthropic concerns,
he said, and he is a staunch advo-
cate for collaborative efforts with
institutions from other countries.

HOW IT ALL STARTED
Mr. Rangos was born in

Steubenville, Ohio in the summer
of 1929. He grew up during the
Great Depression with his mother,
Anna and maternal grandfather,
Constantine Svokos, in Weirton,
West Virginia and Fredericksburg,
Virginia. Svokos was a Greek sea
captain, and Mr. Rangos attributes
much of his own success to his
grandfather’s guidance and instruc-
tion.

“We had 17 sea captains in our
family tree. I was enriched by the
great captain’s tutorship, and I
think a lot of my own iron will
comes from him,” he said.

Mr. Rangos said his family name
traces its origins to Macedonia, cit-
ing the famous Greek General, Yan-
nis Rangos, who fought valiantly
against the Ottoman Turks during
the Greek War of Independence.

Mr. Rangos’ father, Constantine,

and mother were both originally
from Chios. His father was a restau-
rateur. His parents divorced when
he was young, and his mother relo-
cated to Pittsburgh, but he tried to
be with both parents as often as he
could.

Mr. Rangos spent his formative
years in Weirton, a steel mill town
in northern West Virginia. He grad-
uated from Turtle Creek High
School in Pennsylvania, where he
was an accomplished athlete, play-
ing both offense and defense for his
varsity football team.

“I played right guard and line-
backer, and I got a broken nose to
prove it. I could’ve gone to college
on football scholarships, but I knew
wanted to be a businessman, so I
didn’t pursue a career in football,”
he said.

Mr. Rangos attended the Hous-
ton School of Business, but inter-
rupted his education to join an Ac-
tive Air Force Reserve unit in Pitts-
burgh. Declining a first lieutenant
commission in the Air Force Re-
serves due to the six-year commit-
ment it required, he opted for the
Army, which he served from 1951-
54, spending 14 months in Korea
and Japan.

After he was discharged from
the Army, Mr. Rangos launched his
business career.

“When I got out of the Army, I
saw these huge piles of waste, and
said to myself, ‘If I could ever figure
out how to make a product out of

that, most of the work and capital
has already been put into it, so all
I’ve got to do is make a transition.’
So I took coke ash and separated it,
and sold it back to the steel mills. I
also converted power plant boiler
ash into a useful component for cin-
der blocks and anti-skid material
for highways. I became a million-
aire in my late twenties,” he said.

Mr. Rangos formed several com-
panies and pioneered technological
advances in the field of waste trans-
portation and disposal in the
1960’s. The first company he
founded – Chambers Development
– went public and eventually
merged with USA Waste Services,
the second largest waste manage-
ment company in the nation. USA
Waste later merged with Waste
Management Inc., the number-1
trash hauler in the country.

Mr. Rangos’ success was not
without its share of headaches,
however.

In October 1991, Chambers De-
velopment owned and operated 14
landfills, and had a market value of
$1.7 billion. Mr. Rangos made it to
the Forbes 400 list for the third con-
secutive year. One year later, the
bubble burst. Chambers had dis-
closed it was abandoning unortho-
dox accounting methods and taking
a $27 million after-tax charge.
Widespread selling of Chambers
stock then prompted an investiga-
tion by the Securities & Exchange
Commission and the American

Stock Exchange. The litigation last-
ed for several years.

Through it all, Mr. Rangos never
lost his confidence about the com-
pany’s future. Asked what he
thought the Greek American com-
munity should know about that
frustrating experience, he was hap-
py to offer his view.

“If people look at the fact that I
was allowed to be vice chairman of
USA Waste after the merger, that
speaks for itself. There was nothing
even remotely that I, or my sons,
had done that was wrong. We were
given a green light after four years
of intense scrutiny – a process
which took much longer than it
should have – and the Government
finally agreed we had a right to con-
tinue. My son became vice chair-
man of USA Waste after I retired at
70, and he stayed there until the
merger with Waste Management in
1998,” he said.

“Even after all that litigation, it
was determined that we were inno-
cent of any wrongdoing,” he added.

Mr. Rangos has three children,
John Jr., Alexander and Jenica, and
three grandchildren.

“We’re all involved with pretty
large investments now. One of them
is Car Spa,” which has operations in
several states, to include Virginia,
Florida, Texas, Georgia and Califor-
nia, he said.

Since he retired from the waste
management industry, however,
Mr. Rangos has turned his eye in-
creasingly toward philanthropy. He
founded International Orthodox
Christian Charities. He is also a
member of the Archbishop Iakovos
Leadership 100 Endowment Fund
and an Archon of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

“Everybody has their own phi-
losophy about life. Mine is very sim-
ple. If you’ve done well in this
world, and God has been good to
you, you should give back. I think
that’s a very important part of hu-
man existence. I’m a faithful person
in my own way. I don’t wear my reli-
gion on my sleeve, but I thank God
every day for what He’s done for me
and my family. Not only do I give
money, I also work very hard to
make sure it’s a sustainable invest-
ment, and I’m actively involved
with the institutions which receive
it from me. I give my time, and time
is the most precious thing you’ve
got because you can’t buy one more
second from God. When He’s ready,
He takes you. I don’t care about
what other people think. I care
about what I think, and what I feel
is my duty as a responsible Christ-
ian,” he said.

For the expanded version of the
above story, please visit the Na-
tional Herald’s website
(www.thenationalherald.com).

John G. Rangos: A Driving Force for Education, Philanthropy and Healthcare
Continued from page 1

Leading Greek American businessman John G. Rangos gets ready to pull the lever to inaugurate a new
building at Johns Hopkins University. Rangos put up $10 million for the project. Metropolitan Soterios of
Canada and Congressman John Sarbanes of Maryland look on from the left. Soterios is Rangos’ cousin.

ELENI DANIELS
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■ APRIL 29
WESTBURY, N.Y. – The Pancyprian
Association joins Darcy Novick Pro-
ductions in cordially inviting the
community to a press conference
with comedian “Basile” on Tuesday,
April 29 for a press conference at the
Pancyprian Sports Lounge (23-15
31st Street, Astoria, NY) at 7:00 PM.
Basile will be in New York to promote
the 6th Annual Comedy Fest at the
Capital OneTheatre (formerly the
Westbury Music Fair) on Saturday,
May 10. Cocktails and appetizers will
be served. Perhaps one of the most di-
verse entertainers in the world today,
Basile has entertained millions of
comedy fans in the United States,
Canada, Europe, Australia, and
Africa.  Basile’s unique blend of mate-
rial, improvisation, and characters
has made him one of the most sought
after comedians in the entertainment
industry today.  Basile’s diversity in
entertainment continues as he stars
in his critically acclaimed series,
“Growing Up Greek in America.”
Basile has over 100 television ap-
pearances throughout the world, in-
cluding HBO, Showtime, Comedy
Central and the Jay Leno Show on
NBC to name a few.  Basile is also
known for his voice work as Univer-
sal Studio’s Bullwinkle J. Moose, as
well as for the Cartoon Network and
many Japanese Anime series.

■ MAY 2 – JUNE 1
NEW YORK – Theatron Inc. cordially
invite the community to the play “39
& Single!”  (Despoinis... eton 39!) at
The Hellenic Cultural Center Theatre
(the intersection of Crescent St. and
Newtown Ave in Astoria) from May 2
– June 1 on Friday and Saturday at
8PM, Sundays at 2:30 & 7:30PM.
This bitter-sweet comedy written by
one of Greece’s foremost teams,
Sakellarios and Giannakopoulos, ex-
amines an old Greek tradition as it re-
lates to marriage. Tilemachos post-
pones marrying his girlfriend in order
for his older sister, whom he lives
with, to marry first. His closest friend
convinces him that the fastest way to
attract potential husbands is to place
an ad in the newspapers. The suitors
arrive and are ready to marry but it
turns out that the women they meet
in Tilemachos’ house, are not his sis-
ter. This leads to a series of hilarious
episodes and farcical encounters. Di-
rected by Larisa Antipa. For more in-
formation, call 718-721-7610.

■ MAY 7
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The American
Hellenic Institute cordially invites the
community to “International Law
and Minority Protection: The Fate of
the Greeks of Imbros and Tenedos,” a
forum presented by Van
Coufoudakis, Rector Emeritus, Uni-
versity of Nicosia, Dean Emeritus and
Professor Emeritus Indiana Universi-
ty-Purdue University at the Hellenic
House (1220 16th Street, NW) on
Wednesday, May 7, at 12 PM. Light
refreshments will be served. For
more information, please call 202-
785-8430.

■ MAY 12
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Embassy
of Greece cordially invites the com-
munity to meet Matthew Bogdanos,
author of the highly acclaimed
“Thieves of Baghdad,” at the Em-
bassy (2217 Massachusetts Avenue,
NW) on Monday, May 12 at 7 PM.
“One Marine's Passion for Ancient
Civilizations and the Journey to Re-
cover the World's Greatest Stolen
Treasures.” New York City homicide
prosecutor, U.S. Marine Corps
colonel, middleweight boxer, and au-
thor, Matthew Bogdanos was raised
waiting tables in his family’s Greek
restaurant in New York City. He holds
a classics degree from Bucknell Uni-
versity, a law degree and a master's
degree in classics from Columbia
University, and a master's degree in
Strategic Studies from the Army War
College. Joining the District Attor-
ney’s Office in 1988—where New
York tabloids call him “pit bull" for his
relentless prosecution of criminals—
he was recalled to active duty after
losing his apartment near the World
Trade Center on September 11,
2001.   All his royalties from his book,
“Thieves of Baghdad,” go to the Iraq
Museum. For more information, e-
mail mourtoupala@greekembassy.org. 

■ MAY 17
SAN DIEGO – The Philoptochos Soci-
ety of St Spyridon Greek Orthodox
Church Anthousa Chapter cordially
invites the community to “En Vogue,”
a day of inspiration, fashion, fine din-
ing, shopping and more at the Man-
chester Grand Hyatt Hotel on the San
Diego Bay on Saturday, May 17. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Philoptochos
Ministries, Kids’n’Cancer – Camp
Agape, a haven where pediatric can-
cer patients and their families retreat
and enjoy special moments together
and San Diego Habitat for Humanity,
which builds simple decent homes in
partnership with deserving San
Diego families. The Grand Terrace
will transform into a bazaar of
unique boutiques that offer one-of-a-
kind finds. Be inspired by the Christ-
ian philanthropic deeds of four out-
standing San Diegans, who will be
honored with the Anthousa Award.
For more info, call 619-297-4165.

■ NOTE TO OUR READERS
This calendar of events section is a
complimentary service to the com-
munity. All parishes, organizations
and institutions are encouraged to e-
mail their information 3-4 weeks
ahead of time, and no later than
Monday of the week before the
event, to english.edition@thenation-
alherald.com.

GOINGS ON...

vices” and he added “what shall I
mention first and what last?”  

Bishop Philotheos also said, “We
will never forget Iakovos’ magna-
nimity, the shining of his face, the
orderly contact of the Holy Services.
I remember him knelling in front of
the Epitaphios (the tomb) of Christ
praying.” Philotheos added that “of
course during his 37 years of Min-
istry, Archbishop Iakovos made also
mistakes as he himself use to say,”
and Philotheos emphasized, “but
would a man of Iakovos’ magnitude
not made mistakes? Only the small
men and those who do nothing do
not make mistakes.”  

Metropolitan Gerasimos of San
Francisco who spoke in English
shared some personal reflections
and events which he lived during
his ministry as Archdeacon to
Iakovos. 

“I remember,” he said. “It was
September 13, 1982 when I re-
ceived the news from Greece that
my mother had passed away. The
next day, at the celebrating School
of Theology, the feast of the Holy
Cross, I mistakenly read the wrong
gospel reading during the Liturgy
and all the ‘great experts’ of the
Theological School jumped to point
to me and to correct me, but Arch-
bishop Ikaovos intervened immedi-
ately and told them to leave me
alone. He knew that I had lost my
mother.”

Metropolitan Gerasimos also
said, “The heritage that Archbishop
Iakovos has left us is not a heritage
of yesterday, but it is a permanent
heritage for our Church and we
should dare to answer the question

of if we are able to walk today in his
foot steps, because our Church to-
day in America is in great need of
the visions of Archbishop Iakovos.”  

Speaking to the National Herald,
Bishop Anthimos of Olympos said,
“The absence of Archbishop Iakovos
from our Church today is very much
felt from the day he left” and he
added that “one of his biggest mis-
takes was the fact that he did not
take care his succession. The former

as well as the current Archbishop
perhaps have tried hard to do the
best they could, but it is not the con-
tinuation of the ministry of Arch-
bishop Iakovos. We needed here a
man who will be if not more dynam-
ic than Iakovos at least of equal cal-
iber, but it did not and doesn’t exist.” 

Metropolitan Methodios told the
Herald that “what I remember most
from Archbishop Iakovos was his
magnanimity” and added “he was

undoubtedly a unique personality.
He had the heart of a small child; he
could one day come down very hard
on me, and the next day bring me
chocolates.” 

Methodios, who hosted Sunday’s
events, also said that “today was a
special day because as Bishop
Philotheos said we should not be
ungrateful to our mentors. We are
spiritual children of Archbishop
Iakovos.” 

Metropolitan Evangelos of New
Jersey, speaking about Archbishop
Iakovos, said, “I remember his faith,
his humanity, his magnitude, his
love for the Church and our Greek-
American Community.” 

A reception followed at the
Cathedral’s community center and
a Trisagion Service at Archbishop
Iakovos’ grave at the Holy Cross
School of Theology where he was
buried.  

Three Year Memorial Service Held for Archbishop Iakovos

at ST. ANTHONY’S ANTIOCHIAN 
ORTHODOX CHURCH

385 Ivy Lane, Bergenfield, NJ 07621
TEL: 201-568-8840 • www.stanthonysorthodox.org

APRIL 20, 2008 - 10:00 A.M. - PALM SUNDAY
Divine Liturgy & Procession with Palms

APRIL 20, 21, 22, 2008 - 8:00 P.M. - PALM SUNDAY EVENING
HOLY MONDAY, HOLY TUESDAY  

Bride groom service (Nymphios), Hymn of Kassiani on Holy Tuesday

APRIL 23, 2008 - 8:00 P.M. - HOLY OIL ANOINTING (EFCHELAION)
Metropolitan Philip, Archbishop of Antiochian

Orthodox Archdiocese of North America, presiding

APRIL 24, 2008 - 10:00 A.M. - HOLY THURSDAY MORNING
Divine Liturgy “Eucharist of the Last Supper”

APRIL 24, 2008 - 8:00 P.M. - HOLY THURSDAY EVENING
Passion Gospels, Washing of the Feet, Carrying of the cross to Golgotha

APRIL 25, 2008 - 4:00 P.M. - AFTERNOON
Vespers and Placing of the Epitaphios (Apokathelosis)

APRIL 25, 2008 - 8:00 P.M. - HOLY FRIDAY EVENING
Lamentations at the Tomb

APRIL 26, 2008 - 10:00 A.M. - HOLY SATURDAY MORNING
Divine Liturgy, Celebration of Christ’s Victory over Death 

(Proti Anastasis)

APRIL 26, 2008 - 10:15 P.M. - SATURDAY EVENING
Resurrection Services and Divine Liturgy

APRIL 27, 2008 - 11:00 A.M. - EASTER AGAPE VESPERS
Reading of the Gospel in many tongues

GGRREEEEKK  OORRTTHHOODDOOXX  
HHOOLLYY  WWEEEEKK  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  

IINN  EENNGGLLIISSHH

Continued from page 1

The late Archbishop of North and South America Iakovos’ longtime assistant Paulette Poulos (center) was one of hundreds of Greek Orthodox
faithful that packed Annunciation Cathedral in Boston to honor him on Sunday, April 13, 2008.

necticut, which every time give him a
facile majority which sometimes
reaches 60% and 70%, encourage
him to go even further in a Federal
Level, in Congress or the Senate.
However, Mr. Giannaros said, “Tak-
ing into consideration the political
system in the U.S., you have to find a
suitable situation to make such a
step, however no possibility can be
excluded.”

In Farmington, his serving dis-
trict, the electoral body is being com-
posed of an overwhelming majority
from Anglo-Saxons. Hellenes are
very few in numbers, however as Mr.

Giannaros said, “They always are
helping me economically and moral-
ly, not only the Hellenes of my region
but of entire Connecticut. I don’t dis-
criminate against anyone, no matter
his political party. As soon as the
elections finish, I intend to do every-
thing possible for everyone”.  

Speaking of the Hellenic Ameri-
can Community he supported that
“we have proved that we have great
economical and educational power
and we have reached a point that we
are capable of achieving internation-
ally anything we want in the eco-
nomical field, in politics and interna-
tional relations. We should do our
best for the unity of Hellenes con-

cerning important issues that inter-
est Hellenism.”

He also added that “we are a
small minority in connection with
the world’s population, we are 17
million in Greece and abroad and we
should combine our forces in order
to avoid losing our language and
identity.” 

Speaking of unity, Mr. Giannaros
said, “I see   improvement but not as
much as I expect,” and asked the
question of which institution or insti-
tutions could help strengthen this
unity he answered, “It should be per-
sons which are not interested in their
social pretensions but to promote
Hellenism.”

In a question related to  SAE and
the National Council’s capability of
providing this unity or it is time for
something new, fresh, he pointed out

that “these organisations can also be
helpful but what is needed is a better
collaboration and not one of pitting
others against each other, as I’ve no-
ticed is the case in the past.”

Regarding to whether he thinks
that something new must be estab-
lished, Mr. Giannaros said, “If this
contributes to what I’ve previously
said, then yes, but we should leave
behind the past and make a new
start working for the Hellenic is-
sues.” 

As far as President Bush’s fixed
idea for the name of Skopje is con-
cerned, he said that “it looks like he
doesn’t understand the country’s his-
tory. Secondly, he cares only about
the present and not about the prob-
lems that may appear tomorrow in
that particular place of the world
and thirdly he tries to offer Skopje a

small gift because they sent 300 sol-
diers to Iraq.”

Concerning the U.S. economy,
Mr. Giannaros stressed that “the
economy loosened a bit, there was a
high possibility of having serious
economical problems with disas-
trous consequences worldwide if the
Governmental Bank haven’t had in-
terfered. It appears that their actions
were necessary and right,” while he
expects “a resurgence of the econo-
my by the end of this year.”   

Regarding the war in Iraq, he op-
posed it from the very beginning. As
he pointed out, “There is no excuse.
He put us in trouble as a country
worldwide with enormous economic
damages and what is happening to-
day is related to this war because we
have spent more than one trillion
dollars.”

From Samos to Deputy Speaker of Conn. House of Representatives

Connecticut Deputy Speaker of the House Demetris Giannaros ar-
rived in Boston from the island of Samos in 1964.

∞∞pprriill  1199tthh  --  SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  OOFF  LLAAZZAARRUUSS
Orthros ........................................................................ 7:30 a.m. ñ Divine Liturgy ............................................8:30 a.m.

∞∞pprriill  2200tthh  --  PPAALLMM    SSUUNNDDAAYY
√rthros ......................................................................................................................................................................6:45 a.m.
1st Divine Liturgy (main sanctuary) ......................................................................................................................7:45 a.m.
2nd Divine Liturgy (school hall) ..........................................................................................................................9:45 a.m.
3rd Divine Liturgy (main sanctuary) ..................................................................................................................10:15 a.m.
4th Divine Liturgy (school hall) ..........................................................................................................................11:45 a.m.
SERVICE OF THE NYMPHIOS ......................................................................................................................7:30 p.m.

∞∞pprriill  2211sstt  --  HHOOLLYY      MMOONNDDAAYY
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy ................................................8:00 a.m. ñ SERVICE OF THE NYMPHIOS ..........7:30 p.m.

∞∞pprriill  2222nndd  --  HHOOLLYY        TTUUEESSDDAAYY
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy........................8:00 a.m. ñ G.O.Y.A. LENTEN SUPPER ..........................................6:00 p.m.
SERVICE OF THE NYMPHIOS ......................................................................................................................7:45 p.m

AApprriill  2233rrdd  --  HHOOLLYY      WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy ................................................6:00 a.m. ñ HOLY UNCTION ........10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

AApprriill  2244tthh  --  HHOOLLYY    TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY    MMOORRNNIINNGG
1st Divine Liturgy (Chapel) ..............4:45 a.m.
2nd Divine Liturgy (Church)............ 6:00 a.m.
3rd Divine Liturgy (school hall) ......7:00 a.m.
4th Divine Liturgy (Church)..............8:00 a.m.
(Holy Communion will be administered only
at the appropriate time at each Divine Liturgy)

AApprriill  2255tthh  --  HHOOLLYY    FFRRIIDDAAYY
The Royal Hours ........................................................8:30 a.m. ñ Descent from Cross ..................................2:30 p.m.
TRISAGION FOR DEPARTED ......................................................................................................................6:30 p.m.
THE LAMENTATIONS & PROCESSION
OF THE EPITAPHIOS ..................................................(Church) 7:15 p.m. ........................................(Hall) 7:30 p.m.

AApprriill  2266tthh  --  HHOOLLYY    SSAATTUURRDDAAYY
1st Liturgy (Chapel) ..................................................5:30 a.m. ñ 2nd Liturgy (Church) ................................6:30 a.m.
3rd Liturgy (Hall) ........................................................7:30 a.m. ñ 4th Liturgy (Church) ................................8:30 a.m.
(Holy Communion will be administered only at the appropriate time at each Divine Liturgy)
PASCHA VIGIL ..................................................................................................................................................11:00 p.m.

AApprriill  2277tthh  --  TTHHEE    HHOOLLYY      PPAASSCCHHAA
Resurrection Liturgy ................................................12:30 a.m. ñ AGAPE SERVICE ................................10:30 a.m.

AApprriill  2288tthh    MMOONNDDAAYY  --  FFEEAASSTT  OOFF  SSTT..  GGEEOORRGGEE
√rthros ........................................................................8:00 a.m. ñ Divine Liturgy ............................................9:00 a.m.

AApprriill  2299tthh    TTUUEESSDDAAYY  --  RRAAPPHHAAEELL,,  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS,,  IIRREENNEE
√rthros ........................................................................8:00 a.m. ñ Divine Liturgy ............................................9:00 a.m.

MMaayy    22nndd    FFRRIIDDAAYY  --  TTHHEE    LLIIFFEE  GGIIVVIINNGG    FFOOUUNNTTAAIINN
√rthros ........................................................................8:00 a.m. ñ Divine Liturgy ............................................9:00 a.m.

GGRREEEEKK  OORRTTHHOODDOOXX  CCHHUURRCCHH
SSTT..  NNIICCHHOOLLAASS
196-10 ¡orthern Blvd, Flushing, NY 11358 - Tel.: (718) 357-4200

a
 b

THE SERVICE
OF THE HOLY PASSION ............6:45p.m.
((HHiiss  EEmmiinneennccee  AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp
DDEEMMEETTRRIIOOSS  
wwiillll  pprreessiiddee  aatt  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee
ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  PPaassssiioonn))

PPrroottoopprreessbbyytteerr  PPAAUULL  CC..  PPAALLEESSTTYY,,  tthhee  PPrriieessttss,,  tthhee  PPaarriisshh  CCoouunnccii ll ,,  tthhee  EEdduuccaattoorrss
tthhee  OOffff iiccee  SSttaaffff  aanndd  aall ll  PPaarriisshh  OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonnss

wwiisshh  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  AANNDD  AALLLL  GGRREEEEKK  AAMMEERRIICCAANNSS  aa  BBlleesssseedd  EEaasstteerr

HHOOLLYY  WWEEEEKK  AANNDD  PPAASSCCHHAALL  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  22000088
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State for Educational and Cultural
Affairs Goli Ameri and U.S. Deputy
Secretary of Education Raymond
Simon to discuss an agreement to
be signed by the U.S. and Greece
which will lead to greater bilateral
cooperation in the education sec-
tor. He also stated that he asked
U.S. officials to extend the visas of
Greek teachers dispatched to local
public and parochial schools from
three years to five years.

Mr. Stylianides also spoke about
college and graduate education for
teachers at Greek American
schools, saying that there must be a
steady framework in place to meet
their educational requirements. He
stated that he considered the re-
opening of St. Basil’s Teachers
Academy a necessity, and said that
“this is a decision that we must
adopt all together.”

The head of the Greek public ed-
ucation system also commented on
possible plans to support the Holy
Cross School of Theology in Brook-
line, Mass, saying that he is cur-
rently planning a second U.S. trip
to Boston, Tampa and the West
Coast, where he will personally ex-
amine the issues faced by the Greek
American Community there. He al-
so stated that he favors Holy Cross
graduates coming to Greece to pur-
sue their graduate studies.

Mr. Stylianides discussed re-
newed calls from Greek American
educators for improvements in
working conditions, including bet-
ter benefits, higher salaries and
greater job security, but said that
“the Ministry of Education does not
operate in the traditional way. In-
stead, it tries to identify problems
and provide on the spot solutions.”

In regards to teachers being dis-
patched from Greece to work in the
U.S., the Minister said that they
“must do their duty with zeal and
live up to the honor they received
from Greece to be sent abroad and
teach in the Greek schools of the
Diaspora.” Mr. Stylianides said that
all these educators should share a
feeling of pride over fulfilling their
duty to the greatest possible extent.

“I would also like to thank the edu-
cators from the U.S. and assure
them that from now on they will
have the Ministry of Education on
their side, which will be decisively
supporting them in their work.”
Moreover, the Minister said that he
hopes they too would support the
Ministry’s initiative to offer training
courses and seminars for teachers
from Greece and the Greek Com-
munity abroad, as well as efforts to
promote the Certificate of Profi-
ciency in Greek.

Mr. Stylianides went on to speak
about plans for a worldwide forum
aimed at enabling college profes-
sors of Greek origin to reestablish
ties with Greece. The Minister ex-
plained that the first stage of prepa-
rations involves identifying all the
academicians, researchers and oth-
er professionals working at institu-
tions of higher education, which
will be done by Greek consulates
and embassies in conjunction with
the Council of Hellenes Abroad
(SAE) and other organizations in
the Greek Community of the Dias-
pora. The second stage would entail
setting up the forum on each conti-
nent, and finally, the third and final
stage would involve establishing a
Hellenic Council of Worldwide Aca-
demicians and Researchers, which
would convene in Greece. The Min-
ister noted that this effort would be
based largely on the Greek mem-
bers of academia living in the U.S.
“We want to engage them more and
honor them, because up until now
no one has thought about Greeks
who live, work, and attain success
abroad,” he said.

Mr. Stylianides spoke about his
two visits to the universities of
Georgetown and Harvard, and
hailed the work of the Hellenic
studies centers operating there. He
stated that it is the goal of the
Greek Government to triple the
number of Greek studies programs
it funds throughout the world. The
Minister also noted that following
the successful organization of the
2004 Olympics in Athens, a resur-
gence of interest in Greece and Hel-
lenism has appeared and is grow-
ing continually stronger. Mr.

Stylianides said that Greece was
determined to strengthen and sup-
port this interest. “We need to take
advantage of this opportunity,” he
stated. The Minister commented
that he believes that summer study
abroad programs in Greece, which
Greek and foreign universities col-
laborate on, play an important role
in drawing interest to Hellenic
studies. He added that the educa-
tion agreement that Greece will
sign with the U.S. will further
strengthen these efforts. 

Mr. Stylianides also said he sup-
ports expansion of summer camp
programs for children who attend
Greek public and parochial schools

of the Diaspora. These students
stay at camps run by the Ministry of
Education, while visiting Greece to
learn more about the Greek lan-
guage and culture. 

During the interview, the Minis-
ter also told TNH that Greece is de-
termined to place greater emphasis
on the Greek Community of the Di-
aspora, while supporting and culti-
vating a growing interest and love
of Hellenism by foreigners. Mr.
Stylianides conveyed the Greek
Government’s belief that this will
prove beneficial to both Greece and
Greeks living abroad. Furthermore,
he stated that the Ministry of Edu-
cation is working with the Greek

public television company ERT to
air hourly programs designed to
teach Greek over its satellite broad-
casts. TNH Publisher/Editor-in-
Chief Antonis H. Diamataris noted
that the maintenance of Greek lan-
guage and education are critical is-
sues for the Greek American Com-
munity, and called the Minister’s
visit to the U.S. an historic one.

PRESS CONFERENCE
Later that same afternoon, Mr.

Stylianides gave a press conference
at the Greek Press and Information
Office of New York, where he pro-
vided detailed information on his
visit to Chicago, Washington, D.C.
and New York. “Greece allocates

roughly $11 million each year to
support Greek education in the U.S.,
and it is ready to discuss increasing
its budget, so long as all the sides in-
volved agree that this increase in ex-
penditures will translate to positive
and meaningful results,” Mr.
Stylianides said. “Before we make
our final decisions about the policies
we will adopt for the years to come,
we will give serious consideration to
the facts of today’s reality, the pro-
posals made by Greek Americans
themselves, and the recommenda-
tions of the Church, which has taken
on a large part of this effort in previ-
ous years. We would not want to do
anything unbeknownst to the Greek
American Community and the Arch-
diocese of America, because we re-
spect all the weight they have been
shouldering, and the experience
that they have on these issues,” the
Minister added. 

Mr. Stylianides also maintained
that the Greek language was the
most concrete way to reestablish
the bond between the Greek Com-
munity of the Diaspora and the
homeland. The Minister also clari-
fied that “we in no way want to lim-
it or undermine the Archdiocese’s
role in the future. We always aim to
complete, support, and strengthen
Greek education abroad, and show
that the Greek homeland is a part
of this effort. There are many ways
that this can be done. One way is
for us to conduct a more systematic
training process for teachers who
come to the U.S. from Greece, or
even a more systematic training
process for teachers hired directly
by the Archdiocese to teach in its
school system, or in U.S. charter
schools. Another idea we will pro-
pose to the Archbishop for consid-
eration – and pending agreement,
we already have a proposal for the
implementation process – is the
reestablishment of the St. Basil’s
Teachers Academy, which stopped
operating in 1974. The Teachers
Academy was intended to do exact-
ly what we are discussing today;
train teachers to offer a higher level
of education in comparison to other
demographic groups and school
systems,” Mr. Stylianides added.
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By Stavros Marmarinos
Special to The National Herald

NEW YORK – Evripides Stylian-
ides, Greece’s Minister of Educa-
tion and Religious Affairs capped
off an historic visit to the U.S. with
a tour of two Greek schools in New
York, meetings with Archbishop
Demetrios of America, Greek teach-
ers from Greece and the U.S., and a
sit-down with the Greek American
Community in New York at the
Stathakion Center in Astoria. 

During his address to the local
Greek Community last Friday at the
Stathakion Center, Mr. Stylianides
stated that the Greek Government
is determined to invest heavily in
training its teachers in Greece and
abroad, in addition to Greek Amer-
ican educators working in local
Greek schools. Mr. Stylianides also
said that if Government legislation
allowing for the formation of pri-
vate universities in Greece is
passed, the services of Greek Amer-
ican academicians will be utilized
to make Greece a center for higher
education. 

Earlier that day, Mr. Stylianides
met with Greek American educa-
tors and teachers from Greece, who
have been sent by the Greek Gov-
ernment to work at Greek Ameri-
can schools, to discuss issues con-
cerning them. He also had a sepa-
rate meeting with members of the
Orpheus Society of Trace, who hap-
pen to be his compatriots. 

Greece’s Minister of Education
called investing in education and
culture the most significant invest-
ment that the Greek Government is
making. “We have decided to invest
a great deal of money in teacher
training, so that they can come into
the classroom prepared. This in-
vestment involves not only those
teachers working in Greece, but
those here in the U.S. – whether
they have been dispatched here or
work here permanently,” Mr.
Stylianides said.

He also spoke about ongoing
discussions in the Greek Parliament
for the amendment of Article 16 of
the Constitution, which will allow
for the establishment of private
universities in Greece if the legisla-
tion is passed. “We believe that
through this revision, Greece will
finally be able to open its doors and
utilize the Greek academicians
from the Diaspora who are at its
disposal,” Mr. Stylianides said. He
also added that during the meet-
ings he and his associates had with
various officials from the Greek
American Community over the
course of their visit, he asked them
to compile a list of the estimated
3,000 Greek university professors
currently teaching in the U.S.

Mr. Stylianides began his speech
with general observations about
Greece in today’s world, what its
role is, and how different the coun-
try has become from the one
Greeks immigrants left behind
years ago. “I came here with my as-
sociates to talk to you about our
new policy – a policy exuding a new
self-confidence that is not rooted in
theory, but practice,” he said. The

Minister went on to say that this
confidence “comes from policies
we have implemented that have
strengthened our nation’s role and
turned it into one of the world’s top
30 economies. Our country, which
at one time had to send its children
away in search of a better fate, is
now a country that takes in immi-
grants,” Mr. Stylianides said.

The Greek Minister of Education
also highlighted that the social se-
curity reform that has been taking
place in Greece over the past few
weeks is aimed at promoting a
more just society, and securing
equal opportunity for the next gen-
eration.

Mr. Stylianides also spoke about
his meetings with teachers, and
said they had an opportunity to
share their concerns with him at
length. According to the Minister,
the teachers presented their posi-
tions and submitted memos detail-
ing the problems they are facing in
every type of Greek school operat-
ing in the U.S. – and New York in
particular. “We were able to give
them immediate answers for cer-
tain issues, and for others we
pledged to review them and come
up with answers in the immediate
future,” Mr. Stylianides said. “I ex-
plained to them that our meeting
was only the start of our collabora-
tion. I believe that we have a long
way ahead of us. When we have on-
ly managed to attract 20,000 of the
250,000 Greek American students
living here to our educational insti-
tutions, you can understand that
even if we all work together cease-
lessly and in unison, we still have a
tall task ahead of us. I recognize
and honor everyone who has
worked towards this end – and
above all, the Church, which has
shouldered the brunt of the burden,
the local parish communities, and
the Council of Hellenes Abroad
(SAE), which has recently made
great strides in this direction. Of
course, I must mention the charter
schools as well, since they represent
a new institution that is being test-
ed and has already started to yield
positive results. These schools are
not geared to teach Greek to Greek
American children per se, but to
pass on the Greek language and
culture to American students from
other ethnic groups. I believe that
Greece has to offer even greater
support to the efforts that are being
made, and it will do so. It is just that
this has to be done methodically,
with serious consideration and
clear cut goals, so that we can see
very positive results extremely
quickly,” Mr. Stylianides said.

Greece’s Education Minister also
mentioned his discussions about
the reopening of the St. Basil’s
Teachers Academy, and said that he
discussed the matter with teachers
and Archbishop Demetrios of
America during their meeting last
Friday morning. “We said that the
reopening of this institution could
coincide with modern teacher
training programs for Greek teach-
ers dispatched to the U.S. and
Greek American teachers from the
Archdiocesan school district. This

way, it would help complete the ef-
forts taking place to upgrade the
quality of the educational services
being offered. Of course, teacher
training needs will be covered in
other ways as well, until we can
truly get the academy operating as
it should,” he said.

Mr. Stylianides spoke about is-
sues relating to Greek teachers who
have been dispatched to work in
the U.S., and said he talked to U.S.
officials about extending the length
of their visa. During his visit to
Washington D.C., the Minister met
with U.S. Assistant Secretary of
State for Educational and Cultural
Affairs Goli Ameri and U.S. Deputy
Secretary of Education Raymond
Simon.

Mr. Stylianides did not overlook
Greek American educators working
permanently in the U.S. “In regards
to local teachers, there is a type of
proportional pension that they are
eligible for which is not going to be
affected by the new reforms. It will
continue to exist as it always did,”
he said. The Minister added that
“we will continue to help these peo-
ple in some way, but you must un-
derstand that we have to operate
within the constraints of Greek leg-
islation, keeping in mind the fact
that these individuals do not work
directly for the Greek public sector.
They are private employees work-
ing in the U.S. who merely rely on
any support that the Greek state
can provide.” Mr. Stylianides also
remarked that “we will try to do
our best within the framework of
the governing regulations to help
them.”

During the Greek Education
Minister’s meeting with teachers
who have been dispatched to Greek
American schools from Greece,
they handed him memos detailing
their concerns. “We will work on all

the issues that we were not aware
of up until now, and we will try to
do the best we can to help in this ef-
fort,” he said.

Mr. Stylianides also met with
the Prometheus Greek Teachers As-
sociation of New York, and also re-
ceived a memo from them detailing
their various requests from the
Greek Government. Some of the re-
quests in the memo include the
need to compile a list of qualified
teachers working in Greek Ameri-
can schools so that these employees
can make contributions and receive
health benefits from Greece, the
need for teachers working at Greek
American parochial schools to re-
ceive a supplementary salary, the
need for the current regulations re-
garding social security benefits for
Greek teachers working abroad to
remain unchanged – retirement af-
ter 25 years of service at 18 weekly
hours of work –, the need to offi-
cially recognize one working hour
for afternoon school classes as 40
minutes of instruction, as is the
case in Greece, the need to factor-in
total teaching hours for educators
working in both Greek afternoon
and Saturday schools, the need to
provide at least reduced pension
benefits for teachers not meeting
the above criteria, the need for a
standing committee comprised of
representatives from related insti-
tutions who will certify teachers’
years of service, recognition of
their degrees and any seminars at-
tended to help secure raises for
teachers who opt to continue their
education or expand their knowl-
edge through seminars, the need
for long term planning regarding
Greek language education and cul-
ture – especially for pre-school-
aged children – and the need for
not only language textbooks, but
history and geography textbooks to

be designed with input from Greek
teachers of the Diaspora. 

The memo also includes a state-
ment that several teachers dis-
agreed with, which stresses that the
future of Greek education in the
U.S. depends mainly on parish
community schools belonging to
the Archdiocesan school system,
which are the most formally orga-
nized and have the largest amount
of students.

Last Thursday, The Greek Minis-
ter of Education visited two Greek
schools operating in the New York
area – one Archdiocesan school and
one charter school. Mr. Stylianides
stressed how important it is for the
Greek language and culture to be
passed on to the next generation of
Greek Americans and non-Greeks
alike, so that Greece and increase
its number of friends and strength-
en Philhellenism, shortly after visit-
ing the Hellenic Classical Charter
School in Brooklyn, N.Y. Mr.
Stylianides also visited St.
Demetrios Greek American Day
School in Astoria, the only Greek
American school in the U.S. to offer
high school classes as well. 

Greece’s Education Minister was
accompanied by his Ministry’s Sec-
retary General Ambasador
Demetris Platis – who once served
as Greece’s Consul General in New
York – Angelos Syrigos, Secretary
General for Education of Greek stu-
dents of the Diaspora, Greek Con-
sul General in New York Aghi Balta,
Educational Coordinator for the
Greek Consulate in New York
George Vlikidis and several aides. 

During his visit to the Hellenic
Classical Charter School, Mr.
Stylianides met with school admin-
istrators and was briefed on how
the school operates and the unique
resources it offers. He also visited
students in their classrooms and

congratulated them on their
progress in the Greek language.
Students in the charter school’s
younger grades sung in Greek for
the Minister and danced traditional
Greek folk dances. Greece’s Educa-
tion Minister congratulated the
school leadership on their perfor-
mance and promised to help any
way he could.

Speaking about charter schools,
Mr. Stylianides told The National
Herald that “it is worthwhile for
Greece to invest in these types of
schools, because it enables children
from the Greek American Commu-
nity to reconnect with their home-
land’s language and culture, as well
as non-Greek students to discover
the Greek culture and language,
earning Greece new friends and
strengthening Philhellenism.” Mr.
Stylianides noted that “aside from
the weight that ecclesiastical and
general education of Greek stu-
dents living abroad carries with the
Ministry of Education, it is impor-
tant to be able to pass on Greek lan-
guage and culture to non-Greeks,
who will go on to become Greece’s
greatest friends in the future.” 

Mr. Stylianides spoke about his
visit to St. Basil’s Academy during
his meeting with Archbishop
Demetrios last Friday. “We are
planning on proceeding with
teacher training seminars – not on-
ly for teachers coming from Greece,
but those from here as well – who
offer their services in the Greek ed-
ucation system. We will discuss the
matter and come to a decision, af-
ter listening to the Archbishop’s
views as well,” he said. 

Nicholas Leonardos, a founding
member of the Hellenic Classical
Charter School and its Treasurer,
stated that he was very impressed
with Mr. Stylianides’ affability. “He
showed a great understanding of
the real challenges facing not only
our school, but all the schools of the
Greek American Community. He
listened to our problems and sug-
gestions about how to ensure that
our school stays successful. I think
that both Greece and the Minister
himself are very understanding of
our situation,” Mr. Leonardos said. 

One main issue discussed was
the need for Greece to petition U.S.
authorities to extend the visas giv-
en to teachers sent from Greece to
teach in local Greek American
schools from three years to five
years. Mr. Stylianides said that he
was aware of the problem and that
he discussed the issue with U.S. of-
ficials during his recent trip to
Washington, D.C. Mr. Stylianides
advised HCCS Director of Opera-
tions Joy Petrakos to send a written
request to the head of New York
City Department of Education, who
in turn will send the request to the
responsible state authorities. Ms.
Petrakos has already received ap-
proval from the charter school’s
board of directors to draft a letter
conveying the request, so it can be
sent out immediately.

Following his visit to HCCS and
St. Demetrios Greek American Day
School, the Greek Minister of Edu-
cation visited TNH’s offices.

Stylianides Announces Initiatives to Create Two New Schools and Kindergarten
Continued from page 1

National Herald Publisher/Editor-in-Chief Antonis Diamataris welcomed Greek Education Minister Evripi-
des Stylianides to the offices of The National Herald. From left to right, Secretary General of the Ministry
of Education Ambassador Demetris Platis, Minister of Education Evripides Stylianides, Publisher/Editor-
in-Chief of TNH Antonis Diamataris, and Greek Consul General in New York Aghi Balta.
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Minister of Education Stylianides Visits Schools and Meets with Community in NY

The President of the Greek American Teachers Federation Stella Kokoli is shown standing, as she explains
concerns and challenges faced by her colleagues and her to Greek Education Minister Evripides Stylian-
ides (middle), who is flanked by Angelos Syrigos (left), Aghi Balta and Demetris Platis.
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Two thirds of them are of Greek her-
itage, and one third is non-Greek.
This semester, we have 380 stu-
dents for all the classes we teach.
That number is spread out over six
courses,” said Dr. Lambropoulos,
who is teaching a course on Greek
American culture this semester. Last
semester, he taught “Greece in
Film” and “Ideas of Rebellion in
Modern Tragedy,” a graduate-level
course comparing and contrasting
Nicos Kazantzakis with various con-
temporary Greek, as well as some
non-Greek, playwrights.

The core requirements for a de-
gree in Modern Greek Studies in-
clude three years (six courses) of
Modern Greek language; one
course on Greek American culture;
a course on travel literature in
Greece; a course on Greece in film;
and a course on the city of Athens.

For their enrichment, MGS ma-
jors are also free to take various re-
lated courses which the Classics De-
partment and MGS Program recom-
mend or help them choose, he said
(e.g., courses on Balkan history
with an emphasis on Greece, or a
course in Mediterranean anthropol-
ogy, again with an emphasis on
Greece).

Dr. Lambropoulos himself teach-
es three courses, two in the fall and
one in the spring. “I would teach
two and two, if not for administra-
tive responsibilities,” he said, not-
ing that he is in charge of the Pro-
gram’s outreach efforts.

“We operate simultaneously as a
small academic unit, but also as a
cultural center. We organize lec-
tures, talks, conferences, concerts,
exhibits – you name it. Many of the
events are open to the public;
events that target both the town
and the gown,” he said, citing a re-
cent lecture on the Greek Jewish ex-
perience by noted surgeon from the
University of Illinois in Chicago,
Mimis Cohen, which was attended
by more than 100 people.

WHY GREEK STUDIES?
Why major in Modern Greek

Studies, and what can somebody do
with an MGS degree?

“It’s a curriculum which can pre-
pare one for a diverse array of fields
he or she may wish to enter after-
wards. What does somebody do

with an English major? These ma-
jors are all part of a liberal arts cur-
riculum. They don’t train you for a
specific job. They offer a broad, hu-
manistic training of the mind for
any kind of job that you may want
to do now or later in life,” he said.

“People who major in Computer
Science don’t necessarily work in
that field. They might work for a
bank or pursue another path entire-
ly. By and large, American universi-
ties have abolished the idea that
four years of college prepare you for
something specific. They prepare
you to be an American or global cit-
izen of the 21st Century. And the
way the economy is going, what a
college graduate ends up doing is so
unpredictable that, if you know
how to read, write and think criti-
cally, that’s more than enough
preparation,” he added.

What is it that people really need
to know about Modern Greece in
order to feel invited to study the lit-
erature and history of Modern
Greece, he was asked?

Greece is the crossroads of many
civilizations, East and West, and is
the crucible for where people exper-
imented with major modern ideas,
Dr. Lambropoulos explained, ideas
like nation-building.

“One thing we always say – and
it is worth repeating – is that Greece
is at the crossroads of so many civi-
lizations, languages, faiths and cul-
tures. If you go to downtown
Athens today, you will see a China-
town there. From antiquity until the
present day, Greece through the
centuries has been a test case for
new things – some good, some
bad,” he said.

“We emphasize that Greece was
the first European nation-state to
emerge in history. Beyond what we
say about the Greek Revolution and
our fight for freedom in 1821,
Greece is an incredible nation-
building experiment. There are na-
tion-building efforts in Iraq today,
but there was an earlier, fascinating

nation-building process taking
place in the 1820’s and 1830’s and
afterwards, and it’s called Greece,”
he said.

“There was a leftist-communist
experience in Greece. We under-
went decades of Cold War because
there was an experiment in hot war,
and that was the Greek civil war. So
we can point to Modern Greek his-
tory and say that Greeks, conscious-
ly or unconsciously, alone or with
others, have been experimenting
with all these things. And as we dis-
cuss these ideas today, we can point
to many examples in Greece’s re-
cent history to examine them. You
want to talk about federalism, look
at what Rigas Phereos (considered
one of the forefathers of the Greek
Revolution) was proposing during
the Greek enlightenment before the
Greek Revolution,” he said.

“So it’s worth reading someone
like Salman Rushdie (‘The Satanic
Verses’). It’s worth reading some-
one like (2006 Nobelist) Orhan Pa-
muk. And it’s worth reading Greek
fiction, as well,” Dr. Lambropoulos
added. “Today’s Greek author –
who writes poetry, short stories,
novels, plays and so on – has access
to the language of Homer, Plato and
the New Testament; Makrigiannis,
Seferis and Romanos the Melodist.
That he can draw from this reposi-
tory is absolutely stunning.”

Completing a degree in Modern
Greek Studies at Michigan also
shows that one has engaged a cul-
ture and civilization with a tumul-
tuous history,” he said, “and that
means you can discuss just about
anything, and have an ongoing con-
versation with the human predica-
ment.

So Greek Studies at Michigan is
worth pursuing for all those rea-
sons, he said. And for Greek Ameri-
cans, in particular, it not only helps
them get in touch with their roots, it
also helps them take a rational ac-
count of their cultural heritage.

“For Greek Americans, it is very
helpful in their process of self-dis-
covery. There is probably no Greek
American student on campus who
does not take at least one Modern
Greek class, and the sense of valida-
tion is immense. They connect with
their heritage much more powerful-
ly as a result. They rediscover what-
ever it was at home that looked and

sounded foreign or backwards, and
find it is now an object of serious
academic study. And it all begins to
make perfect sense. They look at
what once seemed strange, and re-
alize there is an actual context to it,”
he added.

Dr. Lambropoulos was born and
raised in central Athens, in Metak-
sourgio near Omonia Square, in
1953. His parents still live there. He
pursued his undergraduate studies
at the University of Athens, where
he studied Byzantine and Modern
Greek Literature, and then received
his doctorate from University of
Thessaloniki in Modern Greek Liter-
ature.

Dr. Lambropoulos then spent
two years at University of Birming-
ham in England for a post-doctoral
fellowship (1979-81), and elected
to pursue an academic career in the
United States. He first came to U.S.
in 1981 and took a position, a Mod-
ern Greek professorship, at Ohio
State University. He spent 18 years
at Ohio State, and went to Ann Ar-
bor after the University of Michigan
established the Cavafy chair in
1998.

The Cavafy chair, named after
the famous modern Alexandrian
Greek poet who was deeply inter-
ested in Hellenism in the Diaspora,
was the result of efforts made by the
Greek American community and
Philhellenes in the Detroit area. It
was spearheaded by a group called
the Foundation for Modern Greek
Studies, a tax-exempt organization
established to facilitate fundraising
efforts for creating the chair.

COMMUNITY-WIDE EFFORT
The Cavafy professorship, which

started in 1998 with the first of
three $250,000 annual install-
ments, is a unique project because
the money for the chair did not
come from a single major donor. It
was a community-wide, grassroots
initiative.

“Greek Americans and their
friends in this area put their hands

in their pockets, collecting $5 here
and $10 there. It is now fully en-
dowed, which means it will exist in
perpetuity,” Dr. Lambropoulos said.

The University of Michigan then
solicited Dr. Lambropoulos to fill
the chair, reaching across the bor-
der to Columbus from Ann Arbor,
yet another instance reflecting the
traditional rivalry between the
Wolverines and the Buckeyes.

Dr. Lambropoulos is married to
Artemis Leontis, a third-generation
Greek American who is also his col-
league in Greek Studies at Michi-
gan. Dr. Leontis earned her Ph.D at
Ohio State and is now coordinator
of the MGS Program at Michigan.
Dr. Lambropoulos and his wife have
a 20-year-old daughter, Daphne,
who is currently studying Biology
and Anthropology at Michigan. The
Lambropoulos family attends Saint
Nicholas Church in Ann Arbor.

Dr. Lambropoulos said it was im-
portant to him to pursue an acade-
mic career in the U.S. because he
thought the American educational
system has more to offer, and is
more flexible, than European ones.

“Most American professors who
came from Greece, nearly all of
them, came to this country for grad-
uate studies, and then after com-
pleting their dissertations, chose
the American academic system over
the Greek one. Their exposure to it
was through their graduate experi-
ences here. I’m the rare exception of
someone who simply looked at the
American educational system and
intellectual scene from afar, and re-
alized that it was more exciting and
inspiring than the Greek and Euro-
pean systems,” he said.

“So I decided that I wanted a ca-
reer in this country because I be-
lieve the American university is a
very interesting place to work, and I
also think that there have been
many interesting developments, as
well as innovative and provocative
exchanges of conversations and
ideas, in the field of Humanities
over the last few decades here. We
are constantly debating something
new and different, so you have a
sense of openness, challenge and
change,” he added.

Asked whether he misses Greece
at all, Dr. Lambropoulos said he
goes back often enough, and is suffi-
ciently immersed in the life of the
Greek American community, as well
as in his own professional responsi-
bilities, that he does not miss it.

“I go back every summer. I have
maintained close contacts with col-
leagues, artists, writers and many
others in Greece’s intellectual, acad-
emic and cultural circles. In a sense,
I never left the Athenian cultural
and intellectual scene that I knew
when I was younger. So basically, I
don’t miss Greece because I am for-
tunate to have a very Greek life in
this country. I have a Greek wife. We
have a daughter. I teach Greek. I am
surrounded by many successful
Greeks in the area. And I have 50
Greek colleagues on campus in all
departments, many of us immi-
grants,” he said.

Dr. Lambropoulos said he also
works with Greek Studies chairhold-
ers at other institutions across the
country, as well as with colleagues in
other departments and other mod-
ern languages at Ann Arbor.

The MGS Program’s focus on
Modern Greek can be viewed as a
narrow one, however, and does not
include Byzantine Studies, which
covers a major gap in the continuum
of Hellenism between the Classical
and Modern periods.

Many people associate Hellenism
with Classical times, and fail to un-
derstand that Hellenism did not end
with the Golden Age of Pericles, so
one can argue that the lack of proper
insight on Byzantine history is part
of the reason why U.S. foreign poli-
cy on Turkey and the Balkans is so
problematic.

That being the case, shouldn’t be
more Byzantine Studies chairs also
be established, Dr. Lambropoulos
was asked, and can Modern Greek
Studies programs morph into joint
programs in which both are taught?

“The problem is there,” he said,
and efforts have been made to reach
out to the Byzantine Studies com-
munity.

“They are brilliant scholars. They
have mastered many languages and
cultures – Byzantium was a multi-
cultural society – and they know
their area inside-out. But they are
often caught up in their own sphere
of expertise, so we need to try and
bridge the gap,” he said.

“We certainly need a greater de-
gree of collaboration. Last fall, we
reached out to our Byzantine Stud-
ies colleagues and organized a two-
day symposium on iconoclasm in
the Byzantine Empire and today,” he
added.

Asked weather he thought the
creation of more Greek Studies
chairs would ultimately help make a
difference in persuading policymak-
ers to look at things from another
perspective and change their ap-
proach, Dr. Lambropoulos said,
“The creation of more positions will
only help the cause.”

One of the problems with estab-
lishing more Greek Studies chairs,
however, is that sometimes the
wrong professors get chosen to fill
them.

“That’s a risk we have to take,”
Dr. Lambropoulos said.

But when Michigan first solicited
him, it was at least in part because
the Detroit-area community had
some knowledge of him, and were
corresponding with the University’s

administration about him, and oth-
ers, as appropriate candidates for
the Cavafy professorship.

“The community gave the admin-
istration many names. One very im-
portant thing that the Greek Ameri-
can community in Ann Arbor did
was, as soon as they started the cam-
paign – if not before – they ap-
proached Modern Greek scholars
around the country and said, ‘Look,
we are business people. We don’t
know where to start. We don’t know
the way a university operates. But
you are academics. Tell us how it’s
done. Tell us who is out there.’ And
in their letterhead, they listed (emi-
nent Greek American scholars) like
Van Coufoudakis and John Iatrides
as advisors,” Dr. Lambropoulos said,
and University took all those things
into consideration.

GREECE AND GREEK
AMERICAN EXCHANGE

Asked whether the academic sys-
tem and institutions of higher learn-
ing in Greece are of any assistance
to Greek Studies programs state-
side, Dr. Lambropoulos said there is
some measure of “reciprocity” and
loose exchange on an “ad hoc ba-
sis,” but that there are no active ex-
change programs between Greek
and American universities because
the state-run system in Greece is al-
most diametrically opposed to the
U.S. system, which permits all col-
leges and universities a much
greater degree of autonomy.

“Institutionally, Greek universi-

ties do not have slots for American
students. It can not be done under
the present circumstances. And the
reason is strictly practical. You have
two extremely different systems. In
Greece, you have state-run universi-
ties. So whatever they do, they have
to report to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, and it’s a centralized system.
That’s the usual European motto.
Then you have the other extreme –
our case – which is completely de-
centralized. Whether state or pri-
vate, every campus has complete
autonomy in America. So the two
systems operate very differently.
Mechanically, the two systems
speak two different institutional
languages,” he said.

But in the last 30 years, Dr. Lam-
bropoulos added, he has observed
“tremendous improvements” in re-
lations between Greeks on both
sides of the Atlantic.

“We communicate more often,
and we understand one another
better. It’s partly because of the In-
ternet, but there are also other fac-
tors – like the growing confidence
of the Greek American community,
which can now embrace its Greek-
ness with real pride, rather than feel
embarrassed about it. As we move
into the third and fourth genera-
tions, Greekness is increasingly be-
ing viewed as an asset,” Dr. Lam-
bropoulos said.

“On the Greek side, their exclu-
sive, land-based sense of what is
Greek is changing. A few years ago,

immigrants were viewed as ‘Greeks
abroad.’ I’m an expatriate Greek,
but my wife in an American citizen,
so she is not a ‘Greek abroad.’ She
was born in the United States. Now,
everybody is using the word ‘Dias-
pora.’ That’s a major philosophical
change. Greeks in Greece now ac-
cept that they happen to be 10 mil-
lion Greeks in Greece who are also
part of the global Greek Diaspora.
So that’s an interesting change on
their part,” he said.

“Now you even have all these
programs on Greek television about
Greeks in the Diaspora. Up until on-
ly ten years ago, the only image
they had of the Greek outside
Greece was the Greek emigrant.
Now, it’s sinking in that somebody
can be perfectly Greek, and not be
an emigrant,” he added.

Can somebody be Greek without
knowing the Greek language, Dr.
Lambropoulos was asked?

“Being Greek is for whoever real-
ly wants to be Greek. Those of us
who are in constant contact with
the younger generations witness
the most fascinating things. We see
John Smith, the kid who has never
been to Greece – who can’t even say
‘geia sou’ – come to class and say,
‘I’m one eighth Greek.’ Consider Jef-
frey Eugenides, who won the
Pulitzer Prize for ‘Middlesex.’ He
does not speak the language. But I
want to say he is as Greek as I am.
He is one eighth Greek, and he won
the Pulitzer with his second novel,
which is the saga of a Greek family
from Smyrna to Detroit. And that,
to him, was a process of self-discov-
ery – through his art – of what ulti-
mately would become his main
identity. I’m fascinated by all these
young people who are part Irish or
part Indian or what have you, and
yet choose to identify with their
Greek heritage,” he said.

There are other Greek American
scholars who argue that the most ef-
fective way for people to preserve
Hellenism in America is for people –
Greeks and non-Greeks alike – to
embrace the Greek Orthodox faith
and religion.

“That’s true, but we also have
people who come to things Greek
because of the great literature, mu-
sic, poetry, art and so on. And sever-
al proponents of Hellenism today,
who almost couldn’t care less about
Greece 10-20 years ago, have expe-
rienced transformations, some-
times even because of their chil-
dren’s interests, and they just love
Greece today. As we have under-
gone these conceptual and philo-
sophical changes together, the right
technological improvements also
came into the picture, and we now
have a wonderful convergence of
the Greek American and Helladic
minds,” Dr. Lambropoulos said.
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Professor Vassilis Lambropoulos, C.P. Cavafy Professor of Modern
Greek at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, with his wife, Pro-
fessor Artemis Leontis, center, and their daughter Daphne.

Professor Vassilis Lambropoulos, C.P. Cavafy Professor of Modern
Greek at the University of Michigan, says Modern Greek Studies are
alive and well in Ann Arbor.
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BIBLIA: A BOOK REVIEW COLUMN

By Alexandros K. Kyrou
Special to The National Herald

KONSTANTINOS A. MANAFIS,
ed.  Sinai: Treasures of the Monastery
of Saint Catherine.  Athens: Ekdotike
Athenon, 2006.  Pp. 399.  $140.00
(hardbound/boxed). 

The publication of Sinai: Trea-
sures of the Monastery of Saint
Catherine represents a milestone in
the study of the world’s oldest con-
tinually inhabited and perhaps his-
torically most important Christian
monastery.  The idea behind this
book was conceived more than two
decades ago by Saint Catherine’s
Greek Orthodox monks.  The broth-
erhood of the Monastery, its Holy
Council of Fathers, envisioned a sin-
gle volume of superior quality that
would present selective but repre-
sentative examples from all the cate-
gories of iconography, artistic works,
and library materials held by the
Monastery.  

From their Monastery in Egypt’s
Sinai Peninsula and their office in
Cairo, Saint Catherine’s Holy Coun-
cil of Fathers generated considerable
scholarly and publishing interest in
their ambitious, unprecedented pro-
posal.  Ultimately, and in concert
with the Monastery’s entire brother-
hood, the project was undertaken by
Konstantinos A. Manafis, Professor
of Byzantine Literature at the Uni-
versity of Athens.  As general editor,
Manafis oversaw the completion of
the book, published in four different
language versions (English, French,
German, and Greek) first in 1990
and again in 2006.  The internation-
al character of the publication is also
reflected by its contributing au-
thors—nineteen of the world’s lead-
ing authorities on different aspects
of the Monastery’s history and mate-
rial treasures—from Austria, Cana-
da, Egypt, Germany, Greece, the
United Kingdom, and the United
States.

Because the Monastery of Saint
Catherine has never been looted or
destroyed in its entire history, it has
survived as the world’s oldest, con-
tinuous repository of Christian mate-
rial patrimony, imagery, and cultural
artifacts.  It has sustained intact over
fifteen centuries of uninterrupted
artistic and intellectual heritage and
development, while preserving the
Christian traditions and spiritual life
that marked the Greek world of late
antiquity.  In this historical sense,
Saint Catherine’s Monastery has no
equal in the Orthodox community of
Churches, nor any counterpart in
Western Christianity.                                 

Before the Monastery was estab-
lished, the Biblical significance of the
location it would be built on first at-
tracted anchorites to it.  Beginning in
the middle of the third century,
Christian hermits were drawn in in-
creasing numbers to the mystical site
of the Burning Bush in the barren,
mountainous southern part of the
Sinai Peninsula.  Withdrawn from
the secular world, these anchorites,
or ascetics, dedicated themselves to
the earliest form of Christian monas-
ticism.  They lived in solitude in
desert caves, huts, or tents amidst in-
tense prayer, silence, sanctity, and
cultivation of spiritual peace, some
gathering together only in celebra-

tion of the Divine Liturgy.
The geographic remoteness of the

Sinai, however, did not spare these
ascetics from persecution.  Indeed,
when persecution took place, the
Sinai anchorites experienced great
martyrdom.  Nonetheless, the as-
cetics’ numbers continued to grow to
perhaps as many as five or six hun-
dred, scattered throughout the
southern Sinai by the beginning of
the fourth century.  Although state
persecution of Christians was ended
by Emperor Constantine after the
start of the fourth century, the de-
fenseless ascetics continued to be the
victims of harassment, attack, and
even murder by raiding nomads.  

Unshaken in their faith, the an-
chorites persevered and were aided
by Emperor Constantine’s mother,
Helen, who, while in Jerusalem in
327, responded favorably to an ap-
peal by the Sinai ascetics to build a
church at the site of the Burning
Bush.  Dedicated in 330, the church
became popularly known as the
Chapel of Saint Helen.  This chapel
would serve as the foundational
structure around which the
Monastery would be built two cen-
turies later.

Under Emperor Justinian, who
ruled the Byzantine Empire from
527 to 565, monasticism flourished
in the Sinai.  This religious expan-
sion was put into motion by Justin-
ian’s decision to construct a
monastery complex around the ex-
isting Chapel of Saint Helen.  In or-
der to protect the area’s ascetics from
attackers, Justinian ordered the con-
struction of massive, towering gran-
ite fortification walls to enclose sev-
eral planned structures, all crowned
by a new magnificent church dedi-
cated to the Transfiguration of the
Savior.  Designed and built under the
direction of the Greek architect
Stephanos of Aila (Elath), the build-
ing of the entire complex was begun
in 548 and completed some time be-
fore 556.  

Once consecrated, Justinian’s
building project was officially named
the Holy Monastery of the God-Trod-
den Mount Sinai.  Gradually, howev-
er, the Monastery’s formal appella-
tion was overshadowed by its more
popular name, which took root in
the eleventh century—the
Monastery of Saint Catherine.  This
transition in popular and ultimately
formal nomenclature stemmed from
the Monastery’s association with
Saint Catherine of Alexandria, a
highly revered early fourth century
Greek scholar and Christian great
martyr.  In short, Saint Catherine’s
relics were discovered on a nearby
mountaintop, from where they were
transferred to the Monastery and be-
came the complex’s most famous
treasure.  Over time, Saint Catherine
and the Sinai Monastery became in-
separable in Christian thought, pro-
ducing in effect a new name for the
Monastery.

During the century after its
founding, the Monastery became a
major center of monasticism,
iconography, and scholarship.  Like-
wise, the Monastery emerged as an
important destination for Christian
pilgrimages, a thriving oasis of artis-
tic creativity, and home to a respect-
ed hospital.  Moreover, the
Monastery and its brotherhood of

monks developed a universal reputa-
tion for philanthropy and humility.
The charitable work of Saint Cather-
ine’s Greek monks extended
throughout the Christian world and
beyond, even as far as India.  Secure
in its imperial patronage, military
protection, and flourishing cultural
and spiritual life, the monastic broth-
erhood could not have foreseen the
impending transformation of the
world around them.       

The Monastery of Saint Catherine
was more prepared than any other
monastery, church, or other single
Christian center in the Near East to
withstand the massive, violent
changes that would tear through the
region in the seventh century.  Be-
tween 634 and 641, the recently uni-
fied Arabs, driven by the zeal of Is-
lam and the quest for plunder,
poured out of their homeland to con-
quer the Byzantine provinces of Syr-
ia, Palestine, and Egypt.  The Arab
conquests created the conditions un-
der which the Near East’s large
Christian population would experi-
ence steady Islamization.  

In the Sinai, specifically, Muslim
conquest of the Peninsula was fol-
lowed by the seizure and conversion
of churches into mosques, flight or
Islamic assimilation of the local pop-
ulations, and the killing of all Christ-
ian ascetics and monks outside the
Monastery of Saint Catherine.  The
monks behind the Monastery’s
fortress walls were spared because of
a fortuitous event and a unique doc-
ument.  

At some point before his ascen-
dancy to power over the Arab tribes,
Islam’s Prophet, Mohammed, had
sought refuge in Saint Catherine’s
Monastery from his enemies.  The
Monastery’s monks extended a
warm, brotherly Christian welcome
to Mohammed and received him
with their traditional, gracious hos-
pitality, as was their custom for all
pilgrims and guests.  Apparently,
Mohammed was so impressed by the
humble kindness and decency of his
hosts that he returned their courtesy
with a promise for their safety in the
future.

As if foreseeing the Islamic con-
quests that would follow his death,
Mohammed granted a Letter of Pro-
tection to Saint Catherine’s
Monastery in 628.  The Letter, signed
by the Prophet himself, gave the
Monastery Mohammed’s personal
pledge of protection.  In short, Mo-
hammed forbade any attack against
the Monastery and made it incum-
bent on all Muslims thereafter to
abide by his command to not molest
the complex and its monks.  This
prohibition against aggression en-
sured the monasteries continued ex-
istence.  Because of these circum-
stances, the Monastery and its Greek
monks survived as a tiny, but unim-
paired and radiant, bastion of Ortho-
dox Christianity and Hellenism in
the midst of a Muslim and Arab do-
minion.                 

Despite the Monastery’s posses-
sion of Mohammed’s Letter of Pro-
tection, life with some of the sur-
rounding Muslims was not always
easy.  By the early twelfth century, for
instance, episodes of Muslim intimi-
dation necessitated the conversion
of an old building within the
Monastery complex into a mosque.
The unused mosque’s minaret—visi-
ble from a considerable distance—
dispelled threats from potentially
hostile outsiders.  It is clear that the
Monastery of Saint Catherine
worked hard and consistently to pro-
duce and maintain peaceful and co-
operative relations between Chris-
tians and Muslims.  The Monastery,
in fact, succeeded—largely through
its substantial philanthropy through-
out the Sinai—in nurturing good re-
lationships with most of the area’s
Muslims.  Furthermore, Ottoman
conquest of the Sinai in 1517 led to a
renewed enforcement of Mo-
hammed’s commitment to the au-
tonomy and security of the
Monastery.     

Between the Arab and Ottoman
conquests of the Sinai, the
Monastery of Saint Catherine drew
the interest of Western Crusaders.  In
fact, during the Catholic occupation
of Palestine and penetration of the
Sinai during the rule of the Cru-

saders’ so-called Latin Kingdom of
Jerusalem, from 1099 to 1270, Saint
Catherine’s Monastery captured the
Western imagination.  Indeed, the
Monastery attracted considerable
numbers of religious pilgrims from
Western Europe.  At the same time,
the papacy tried to promote its pre-
tensions to ecclesiastical authority
over Eastern Christendom by ex-
tending commercial and other bene-
fits to the Monastery.  Although the
Monastery, in keeping with its tradi-
tion of friendliness and hospitality to
all, maintained cordial relations with
the Crusaders, Western pilgrims, and
the papacy, it was not influenced by
the presence of Latin power and in-
terests in the Sinai.  Indeed, the spir-
itual life of the Monastery and its Or-
thodox faith remained unchanged.

Once the Sinai was annexed by
the Turks, the Monastery of Saint
Catherine was able to establish di-
rect links to the large Orthodox pop-
ulations and patriarchates in the Ot-
toman Empire.  The benefits for the
Monastery of this situation were con-
siderable but began to wane as the
Ottoman state system started to
weaken in the seventeenth century.
As Ottoman decline fueled adminis-
trative corruption and inefficiency,
the Monastery became increasingly
vulnerable to the arbitrary whims of
local authorities.  

This trend was interrupted only
briefly when Napoleon invaded the
Sinai during his Egyptian campaign
of 1798-1801.  Underscoring the in-
ternational fame and respect Saint
Catherine’s Monastery enjoyed as a
center of great cultural and historical
importance, Napoleon, despite his
strident anti-clericalism and radical
secularism, took an active interest in
the Monastery and came to its aid as
a benefactor.  Unfortunately,
Napoleon’s decrees confirming the
privileges of the Monastery—to
which he had contributed men and
material for building renovations—
were short lived in their impact.

The restoration of Ottoman rule
after Napoleon’s interlude in the
Sinai produced a period of hardship
for the Monastery.  For the first time
in its long history, the Monastery was
shaken by internal divisions, albeit
due mostly to external interference.
These challenges to monastic unity
had been lessened by the time of the
effective end of Ottoman rule in the
Sinai in 1882, and were resolved
completely before the transition
from subsequent British control to
Egyptian sovereignty over the Penin-
sula between 1922 and 1936.
Through the remainder of the twen-
tieth century, the Monastery of Saint
Catherine experienced a revival,
reaffirming its incomparable place
and role in the history of Orthodox
Christianity and Greek culture.

The Monastery’s long, rich histo-
ry is presented in this book’s first
chapter, a concise but fascinating
narrative authored by Nikolaos
Tomadakis, Professor Emeritus of
the University of Athens.  The Pro-
logue to Sinai: Treasures of the
Monastery of Saint Catherine, is au-
thored by the Monastery’s Abbot, His
Eminence Archbishop Damianos,
who leads—what has been since the
eighth century—an autocephalous
Orthodox Church of the Sinai (the
world’s smallest archdiocese) in

close connection to the Patriarchate
of Jerusalem.  

Following the Introduction by the
general editor, Manafis, the book’s
successive chapters, are dedicated by
title to the following subjects: Archi-
tecture; Mosaics and Wall Paintings;
Icons; Church Gold Embroideries;
Church Metalwork; Illuminated
Manuscripts; and The Library and
the Archive.  Several of the chapters
are subdivided into multiple compo-
nent sections, and each individual
contribution is authored by a corre-
sponding field expert.  Each of the
contributors to these particular
chapters based their work on exten-
sive research conducted at Saint
Catherine’s Monastery.  Within these
chapters the reader encounters the
magnificent 250 color images that
cast an awe-inspiring mood of hum-
ble yet spectacular beauty that res-
onates throughout this book.  The il-
lusive, sublime, uniquely Orthodox
balance of humility and splendor is
captured perfectly in Sinai: Treasure
of the Monastery of Saint Catherine.      

The Monastery houses irreplace-
able art.  It contains, among other
treasures, the world’s largest and on-
ly stylistically comprehensive collec-
tion of iconography from the fifth
century to the present.  Indeed, most
estimates indicate that the
Monastery holds more actual Early
Christian and Byzantine icons than
are found throughout the rest of the
world.  Underscoring its uniqueness,
Saint Catherine’s Monastery was iso-
lated from and remained untouched
by the destructive fury of Byzantine
iconoclasm in the eighth and ninth
centuries, a fundamentalist move-
ment that decimated existing
iconography.  As a result, the
Monastery was able to safeguard,
and continues to maintain, the
largest store of Christianity’s earliest,
pre-iconoclastic icons.  

Finally, exceeded in volume only
by the Vatican’s imperialist amass-
ing, the library at the Monastery of
Saint Catherine contains the world’s
largest and most important collec-
tion of original illuminated manu-
scripts.  Most of these more than
4,500 priceless tomes are written in
Greek, but Arabic, Armenian,
Church Slavonic, Coptic, Georgian,
Hebrew, Syriac, and other languages
are also represented in the
Monastery’s incomparable library.

The richness of uninterrupted cul-
ture, faith, and history that are pre-
served and continue to thrive in the
6,500 square meters of space within
the walls of the Greek Orthodox
Monastery of Saint Catherine in the
Sinai of Egypt are arguably not to be
found in any other place in this
world.  Konstantinos Manafis and his
fellow authors present a dignified, in-
valuable scholarly, descriptive, and il-
lustrated understanding of this extra-
ordinary, pristine, never occupied nor
degraded, nor plundered sanctuary
of Orthodoxy and Hellenism.  This
beautiful book, like the Monastery
which inspired its publication, is itself
an incomparable treasure.

Alexandros K. Kyrou is Associate
Professor of History at Salem State
College in Salem, Massachusetts,
where he teaches on the Balkans,
Byzantium, and the Ottoman Em-
pire.

An Inside Look at the Oldest Continually Inhabited Christian Monastery

By Steve Frangos
Special to The National Herald 

PART THREE
We now must consider the ca-

reer of veteran supporting actor Pe-
dro Regas in our survey of Greek
and Greek American actors who
first appeared on American televi-
sion. Various accounts report that
Pedro Regas was born in Sparta,
Greece on April 18, 1897. Yet even
after a career that spanned well
over 50 years on the American stage
and in Hollywood little is publicly
known about his life. As the avail-
able accounts report Regas was a
recognized Greek stage actor long
before he came to the United States.
It is said that Regas was spotted on
the Broadway stage by Mary Pick-
ford who persuaded him to go to
Hollywood and be in pictures,
which he did in 1920 and continued
to play in films for 50 years. In Hol-
lywood film, Regas usually played
foreigners. His brother, George Re-
gas, was also an actor.

There does seem to be some con-
fusion in the available documenta-
tion between the two Regas broth-
ers. The Mary Pickford discovery
story is often cited for both broth-
ers. Our concerns here can not al-
low too many tangents. It is per-
haps enough to say that silent film
credits for George Regas are easy to
locate while I have not been able to
locate even one such reference for
Pedro Regas. A full consideration of
the Regas brothers’ careers must
wait.

Pedro Regas died on August 10,
1974 in Hollywood, California of a
heart attack. Pedro Regas was in-
terred in the Hollywood Forever
Cemetery (Los Angeles County) in
the Abbey of the Psalms, Sanctuary
of Refuge, #520. 

Pedro Regas deserves far more
than I can provide here. How did
this Greek immigrant end up type-

cast as a Latino, Native American
Indian or Italian for over fifty years
has somehow escaped public docu-
mentation. 

For the purposes of this series it
is enough to report that Pedro Re-
gas is the fifth Greek/Greek Ameri-
can actor to appear on American
television. Regas appeared as the
wealthy rancher Don Jose in “Ride
of the Ranchers” the April 20, 1952
(Season 1, episode 16) installment
of The Roy Rodgers Show (30 De-
cember 1951 to 23 June 1957
NBC). This was a reoccurring role,
by the way. Which, as far as I have
been able to discover is also the first
instance when a Greek American
actor had such a part on an Ameri-
can television series. For those in-
terested in such information Arthur
Batanides was the second Greek
American actor who had a reoccur-
ring role as Sergeant Olivera on
Johnny Midnight (1960) a crime
show that starred Edmond O’Brien.

Roughly a twenty year select list-
ing of Regas’ television perfor-
mances includes: Ironside ‘Carlo
Denata’ (1973); Banacek, ‘Old
Mexican’ (1972); Gunsmoke, ‘The
Cage’ (1970); It Takes a Thief, ‘The
Baranoff Time Table’ (1969); I Spy,
‘One Thousand Fine’ (1966);
Thriller (aka Boris Karloff's
Thriller), ‘Man in a Cage’ (1961);
Alcoa Presents: One Step Beyond,
‘Make Me Not a Witch’ (1959);
Jane Wyman Presents The Fireside
Theatre, ‘The Bravado Touch’
(1958); and earlier on the same
show ‘The Smuggler,’ episode
(1955); Death Valley Days, ‘The
Bell of San Gabriel’ (1953); and
The Roy Rogers Show, ‘Ride of the
Ranchers’ (1952).

Obviously a number of these old
television programs can be ordered
either from your local bookstore,
the Internet or from your neighbor-
hood public library. 

I have said that I would limit my

survey of Greek and Greek Ameri-
can actors strictly to their television
performances. In the case of Pedro
Regas this would seem best since
Regas was rarely more than a sup-
porting actor. This means, for the
most part, Pedro Regas appeared as
one of the town folk in a crowd
scene but did not always have any
lines to say. To be fair Pedro Regas,
over his long career, his stalwart
working actor did perform as a
character actor in quite a number of
Hollywood films and as we have
seen on the new medium of televi-
sion he was allow much more.    

Given that so little is available
on Pedro Regas career the following
DVDs can be seen that reflect at
least nearly twenty years of his Hol-
lywood work: Two-Fisted Justice
(1931); The Adventures Of Rex
And Rinty (1935); Roarin' Guns
(1936) (The Traitor on DVD); The
Rains Came (1939); Only Angels
Have Wings (1939); They Drive By

Night (1940); Road To Singapore
(1940); For Whom The Bell Tolls
(1943); To Have And Have Not
(1944); Anna And The King Of
Siam (1946) and The Kissing Ban-
dit (1948). 

The ongoing confusion between
the two Regas brothers (and so
which roles they appeared in) can
be traced to American popular cul-
ture. As we have noted George Re-
gas (November 9, 1890) first ap-
peared in silent films (and like his
brother) was, forever typecast as a
Latino, Italian, American Indian
and even East Indian. It was one of
these ‘native’ performances that
which has secured George Regas
some minor notoriety. It is said that
George Regas’ over-the-top perfor-
mance in his untitled role as the
Thug leader in the classic Gunga
Din (1939) that inspired similar
characterizations in the film Indi-
ana Jones and the Temple of Doom. 

Supporting actors in Hollywood
are a dime a dozen. So why do I
present these two Greek immi-
grants as more than at best charac-
ter actors?  It is the background sto-
ry of the Golden Age of Hollywood
that gives any Greek-American re-
searcher into Hollywood history
pause. George Regas was married
to Reine Davies, sister of interna-
tional recognized actress Marion
Davies. Various websites have mis-
takenly cited Marion Davies as of
Greek descent. In her own memoir
Davies states that her father was an
Irish immigrant, not a Greek. But
more is at play here. We simply
have no idea, for the moment, how
the numerous Greeks in Hollywood
interacted. 

Marion Davies was maid of hon-
or at Carmen Pantages wedding to
John W. Considine, Jr. on February
14, 1932. Alexander Pantages was
much like the three Skouras broth-
ers and many other Greek immi-
grants’ independent owners of

large movie theatre chains. Sources
report that it was Alexander Pan-
tages who first showed a movie in
his one of his vaudeville houses.
Just like Greeks in the candy busi-
ness or in restaurants Greeks were
stereotypically recognized by
Americans as owners of movie the-
atres. The Greek War Relief work of
World War II had active and contin-
ued support through the innumer-
able Greek-owned theatres all
across North America, Canada and
Mexico. The business connections
between Greek immigrant movie
theatre owners helped place Spiro
Skouras at the head of Twentieth
Century Fox. The documented col-
lective-action of Greeks in many
fields and circumstances within the
United States, not just cinema, is so
over-looked it is nothing short of
criminal.   

Alexander Pantages, before the
Great Depression, sold or traded for
stock options a vast number of his
theatres to RKO Pictures. It is a very
sad comment on the state of Greek
American Studies that few mention
the cultural centers now found in
Tacoma, Seattle, Los Angeles and
elsewhere in renovated ‘Pantages
RKO’ theatres. The old opening
montage for AMC Movies featured
a ‘Pantages RKO’ theatre in its final
shot. The recent film LA Confiden-
tial show cases the Los Angeles
‘Pantages RKO’ in two scenes which
are meant to invoke, ‘old Los Ange-
les.’ 

Pedro Regas appeared in ‘For
Whom The Bell Tolls’ which show-
cased the Greek actress Katrina
Paxinou in her Oscar winning per-
formance as supporting actor. Jack
Pierce (Ioannis Picoulas) who was
to gain international acclaim as
make up artist for Frankenstein,
Dracula and the Wolfman had also
been in silent films. Lou Telegon
was typecast, for better or worst, as
the first Hollywood continental

lover in mainly silent films al-
though he too made the cross over
into talking pictures. I have written
about the exceptional long career of
John St. Polis, the actor, another of
the veteran working actors who
made the transition from silent
film. Belle Karanis Maniates wrote
at least two screen plays for Mary
Pickford!  

During the 1940s, a whole new
crop of Greek-American actors/ac-
tresses began to appear on film the
three Andrews Sisters, Hermes Pan,
the Condos Brothers and others. All
of this says nothing for the direc-
tors, writers and technical people of
Greek descent working in what is
now called the Golden Age of Holly-
wood. 

George Regas was not to die un-
til December 13, 1940. He could
well have attended Carmen and
John W. Considine, Jr. wedding.
Did he? All the ins and outs of
Greeks in Hollywood have yet to be
fully explored, analyzed and under-
stood. I have often thought that a
Greek American coined the folk-
adage ‘business is business,’ be-
cause of their hard-headed focus.
Yet I have also experienced and wit-
nessed the generous support one
Greek will often give another.
Could this kind of support seen ex-
pression in Hollywood? Would the
hard-headed Greek immigrant
businessmen who owned vaude-
ville and movie theatre owners or
who became studio executives have
given an up and coming patriotis or
even a veteran actor such as Regas
whatever help they could?

Any questions related to the
lives of either Pedro or George Re-
gas lead us into a vastly intriguing if
largely unexplored area of Greek
cultural life in North America.  

Readers who wish to contact Mr.
Frangos may e-mail him at greek-
write@yahoo.com.

Pedro Regas, a Versatile Actor Who Guest Starred on Many TV Series

Actor Pedro Regas appeared in
“For Whom the Bell Tolls,” which
won Katina Paxinou an Oscar.

Monastery of Saint Catherine
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QUESTION 
OF THE WEEK

Vote on our website!

You have the chance to ex-
press your opinion on our web-
site on an important question in
the news.

The results will be published
in our printed edition next week
along with the question for that
week.

The question this week is: Are
you happy with the Greek gov-
ernment's initiative to ope two
school and a kindergarten in the
United States?

❏ Yes
❏ No
❏ I Don’t Know

The results for last week’s
question: Are you concerned by
the lower turnout of attendees
at the major Greek Indepen-
dence Day Parades of New York
and Boston? 

Results so far...
80.8% voted "Yes"
19.2% voted "No"
0% voted "I don't know"

Please vote at:  
www.thenationalherald.com

RESTAURANT REVIEW

By Nick Mavrakis
Special to The National Herald

The Greek Kitchen
889 10th Ave, 58th St. Manhattan
212-581-4300

Appetizers: $5 - $12
Main Courses: $11 - $20

When people (including myself)
talk about Hellenic cuisine, they’ll
sometimes use terms such as “au-
thentic” and “traditional”, implying
that the food is made in a time-hon-
ored fashion, with recipes that have
stood the test of time. The owner of
The Greek Kitchen, Theodosis, has
a different perspective.

“What exactly does that mean?
Traditional? Whose tradition?
There are so many different regions
of Greece – each one has its own
identity, its own culture, and own
recipes. You can’t really say that
any one dish is ‘traditional’ Greek.”

Theodosis, who chooses to
forego the formalities of using his
last name (even his business card
simply has “Teddy” on it), does,
however, have some very recogniz-
able and prominent items on the
menu at the Greek Kitchen.

“Maybe some people have been
to the islands, and have had fresh
seafood – so we put that on the
menu, or maybe they know some of
the dishes from Greek-owned din-
ers, like moussaka and pastichio, so
we have that as well.” The end re-
sult is a cohesive collection of
recipes that are undeniably Greek.

Theodosis opened The Greek
Kitchen, located on the border of
midtown and uptown Manhattan,
in 1999, renovating and restructur-
ing it from the diner it used to be in-
to the mid-scale restaurant it is
now. With over 40 years in the
restaurant business, Theodosis
knew what it took to be a success.

“The area around here already
had plenty of diners and fast-food
type places.” With the Greek
Kitchen, Theodosis brought quality
Greek food to the many inhabitants
and workers here, which include
the many employees of CBS, and
those of St. Luke’s – Roosevelt Hos-
pital.

Another aspect that the owner
gave considerable attention to was
the look of the restaurant. “First im-
pressions are very important,”
Theodosis told me. “When people
walk in here, they can immediately
tell it’s a Greek restaurant.”

Indeed, as you walk in, the
Greek island influence is evident.
Plaid blue and white tablecloths
drape every table, with surround-
ing wooden seating, all along a
square-tiled, intricate-patterned

floor. Along one side, tables are set
along a curved, cushioned bench.
Horio extra-virgin olive oil and
Kalas salt are placed on each table,
for customers to further season
their food. The blue and white
theme extends to the windows and
walls, reflecting the colors of the
Hellenic flag. 

Pictures of seascapes hang on
the wall, peering out into an imag-
ined vision of a faraway skyline. In-
conspicuous lighting from the in-
laid fixtures brighten the room to
just the right level. A long, ma-
hogany-colored bar, set in the cen-
ter and off to the side of the room,
extends along the wall with count-
less spirit bottles racked up behind
it, and a number of stools lined up
for patrons to sip a cocktail or two.
Greek Kitchen also serves a variety
of Greek wines, both red and white,
for before or during a meal. Atop
the bar sits a large model sailing
vessel, emphasizing the seafaring
roots of Greece.

In the near future, Theodosis
hopes to expand the seating to the
outside, with tables set up around

the perimeter of the building – al-
lowing patrons to enjoy the coming
sunshine. “It should be finished in
the summer,” he tells me.

The food at The Greek Kitchen
includes some favorites (I won’t use
the term “traditional”). The compli-

mentary pita basket is perfect for
enjoying the spreads, like sko-
rdalia, melitzanosalata, taramos-
alata, tzatziki, and revithosalata
(ground chick peas mixed with
tahini). Order them separately or
as a “pikilia.”

The hot appetizers consist of
items such as feta-filled spinach
pie; hint-of-orange, village
loukaniko (sausage); kolokithakia
– pan-fried with olive oil – served
with a skordalia dip; baked sagana-
ki, using kefalotiri, with a touch of

lemon; and some popular seafood
meze, such as fried calamari, char-
grilled shrimp, and a tender char-
grilled octopus, marinaded in red
wine.

The salads available include
those we’ve come to know and
love, such as the tomato and cu-
cumber Horiatiko (with onions,
olives, and of course, feta), or the
simpler tomato and feta salad. For
something a bit different, try the
Middle Eastern salad – which  takes
the Horiatiko, and adds
melitzanosalata and dolmades
(rice and herb stuffed grapevine
leaves) to the mix.

The main courses at the Greek
Kitchen encompass a number of
grilled and baked dishes. To start
with, whole fish such as red snap-
per, stripped bass, and porgy, as
well as other catch-of-the-day fish,
are all char-grilled, and topped
with a ladolemono mix for those
looking towards a healthy Mediter-
ranean meal.

A variety of souvlaki dishes,
ranging from chiken souvlaki, to
gyros, to a lamb kebab, are all pop-
ular, especially during lunchtime
hours and for takeouts, both of
which play a central role at Greek
Kitchen. Sandwiches, such as the
sausage-filled loukaniko sandwich,
or the vegetarian-friendly veg-
etable sandwich (using peppers,
zucchini, eggplant, and mush-
rooms) provide for lighter faire.

There are also various pasta
dishes, such as makaronia me kima
(spaghetti with meat sauce) and
makaronia me thalassina (includ-
ing shrimp, scallops, calamari, and
garlic) which bring back the ques-
tion, what is “traditional” (my own
mother made makaronia me kima
at least twice a week)?

Grilled meat dishes, such as
lamb chops and steak, as well as a
tenderly cooked, flavorful quail,
served atop a bed of spinach, make
for excellent entrée. And, of course,
there is the casserole-cooked, and
béchamel-filled dishes of moussaka
and pastichio.

For dessert, baked classics such
as baklava and kataifi, sit aside
creamier offerings, such as crème
caramel and yogurt with honey,
sprinkled with walnuts.

“One of my cooks once told me
that the secret to good food is to
serve it right out of the oven. That’s
it,” Theodosis told me. Using high-
quality ingredients, and sticking
with his cook’s advice of serving
food hot out of the oven, as well as
offering some very reasonable
prices; the Greek Kitchen continues
to build a loyal customer-base with
its Greek dishes. Just don’t call
them “traditional.” 

The Greek Kitchen is a Midtown Gem, Just Don’t Call it Traditional

ABOVE: Service with a smile is
one of the things you can expect
from The Greek Kitchen which is
located in the area formally
known as Hell’s Kitchen in Mid-
town Manhattan. RIGHT: The
food at The Greek Kitchen con-
tains old favorites and some new
twists on dishes that will make
any patron’s mouth water.

V
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April 20 - PALM SUNDAY
Morning: Orthros and Divine Liturgy ..............9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon
Afternoon: The Service of the Bridegroom ......................3:30 p.m.

April 21 - HOLY MONDAY
The Service of the Bridegroom (Nymphios)......................6:30 p.m.

April 22 - HOLY TUESDAY
The Service of the Bridegroom - Hymn of Kassiani ...........6:30 p.m.

April 23 - HOLY WEDNESDAY
Sacrament of Holy Unction ..............................................6:30 p.m.

April 24 - HOLY THURSDAY
Morning: Early Holy Communion....................................8:00 a.m.
Vesperial Liturgy of St. Basil the Great..............................9:00 a.m.
Afternoon: The Service
of the Holy Passion of our Lord (Twelve Gospels).............6:30 p.m.

April 25 - GOOD FRIDAY: Afternoon: The Royal Hours & Great Vespers
Apokathelosis ..................................................................3:30 p.m.
Evening: Lamentations ...................................................7:00 p.m.
Epitaphios........................................................................9:00 p.m.

April 26 - HOLY AND GREAT SATURDAY
Morning: Early Communion............................................8:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great .................................9:00 a.m.
Evening: Holy Ressurection Matins ...............................11:00 p.m.
Service of the Triumphant Ressurection............................Midnight
Divine Liturgy of the Ressurection

April 27 - EASTER SUNDAY - PASCHA
Agape...........................................................................12:00 Noon

April 28 - GREAT MARTYR GEORGE (OBSERVED)
Orthros 9:30 a.m and Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m.

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

143 East 17th St., New York, NY 10003 • (212) 473-0648

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 2008

The Priest, the President, the Parish Council, the Officers and Members of the Ladies
Philoptochos wish all the parishioners, friends and their families HAPPY EASTER

NEW YORK – The Federal Home
Loan Bank of New York Board of Di-
rectors has selected Thomas M.
O'Brien to join its Board. Mr.
O'Brien, President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of State Bank of Long
Island, Jericho, New York, will
serve on the Board in the current
appointment term, until December
31, 2008.

State Bank of Long Island is the
largest independent commercial
bank headquartered on Long Is-
land. With a network of seventeen
branch locations throughout Nas-
sau, Suffolk, Queens and Manhat-
tan, State Bank provides a broad
range of financial solutions for
commercial real estate developers
and owners, small businesses, mid-
dle market companies, professional
service firms, municipalities and
consumers.

"We are delighted that Mr.
O'Brien will be joining the Board of
Directors," said Alfred A. DelliBovi,
President and CEO of the Federal
Home Loan Bank of New York. "He

is a seasoned community banker
who not only understands the re-
gion and its many market seg-
ments, but he has keen insight into

the overall financial services indus-
try. We look forward to his partici-
pation on the Board and benefiting
from his direction and contribu-

tions."
Mr. O'Brien joined State Bank of

Long Island as President and CEO
in 2007, following six years serving
as the President and CEO of At-
lantic Bank of New York. Mr.
O'Brien also served as Vice Chair-
man of North Fork Bancorporation
as well as Chairman of the Board,
President and CEO of North Side
Savings Bank.

Mr. O'Brien is the immediate
past Chairman of the New York
Bankers Association. He is an inde-
pendent director for Prudential In-
surance Co., a trustee of the
Catholic Healthcare System of New
York and Catholic Healthcare Foun-
dation, and a trustee of Niagara
University. 

He has been a trustee of Molloy
College, a member of the National
Advisory Board of Fannie Mae and
an advisory board member for the
Neighboring Housing Services of
New York.

State Bank, which is a subsidiary
of State Bancorp, Inc. (NASDAQ:

STBC), has built a widely recog-
nized reputation for providing
high-quality personalized service
and attention to meet the diverse fi-
nancial needs of its customers. In
addition to its seventeen branches
locations, State Bank maintains its
corporate headquarters and lend-
ing operation in Jericho, NY. State
Bank’s web site,
www.statebankofli.com, provides
corporate, investor and branch
banking information.

The FHLBNY is a $109 billion,
AAA-rated, Congressionally-char-
tered wholesale bank. It is part of
the FHLBank System, a national
wholesale banking network of 12
regional, stockholder-owned
banks. The FHLBNY serves 293
community lenders in New Jersey,
New York, Puerto Rico, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands. The mission of
the FHLBNY is to advance housing
opportunity and local community
development by maximizing the ca-
pacity of community-based mem-
ber lenders to serve their markets.

Thomas O’Brien Named to Board of Federal Home Loan Bank in NY

Thomas O’Brien, a longtime, succesful banker, has now been selected
to join the Board of the Federal Home Loan Bank of New York.
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By Christine Kehayes
Special to The National Herald

The 70th Anniversary Celebra-
tion of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
Seminary was held recently at the
former and famous Pomfret Semi-
nary grounds in Connecticut.

During the Golden Decade at
Pomfret, more than 250 students
passed through the sacred gates of
this noble institution from 1937 to
1947. Of this august group, more
than 200 students have passed into
eternal glory. The latest to enter in-
to eternity was Fr. William S. Ke-
hayes, one of the most outstanding
clerics of this generation. During
his 56 years in serving the Greek
Orthodox Church in America he
was affectionately called the priest
of perpetual motion.

It was during the late 1940s that
I first met Fr. Bill and it was his vim,
vigor and vitality that he was able
to absorb the theology with great
joy and enthusiasm. He graduated
with honors in 1951 and was as-
signed to the Parish of New Lon-
don, Connecticut. During his
tenure in New London, I was fortu-
nate to observe his many talents
while serving in my first Parish of
St. Sophia, but also brought re-
newed vigor and vitality through-
out the State of Connecticut with
his sense of devotion and dedica-
tion for the advancement of Greek
Orthodoxy in the entire area. He
truly was the personification of per-
petual motion, always active, al-
ways moving about serving the
Lord day and night and forever
willing to serve everyone with
great care and diligence.

When Fr. Bill arrived in New
London the Parish of St. Sophia was
diminutive and stagnant but within
a short space of time he not only in-
creased the membership of his
Parish, but managed to build one of
the most beautiful churches in the
State of Connecticut. 

It was truly a miracle which
came about by his constant atten-
tion to his dream to transform the
entire community with his skill and
dexterity. He was rewarded for his
efforts by being assigned to a strug-
gling Parish in Bridgeport, Con-
necticut.

Fr. Bill was a faithful friend and
it was through his efforts that I was
assigned to the Church of the
Archangels in Stamford, Connecti-
cut. Together we worked hand in

hand for many years. It was indeed
difficult keeping pace with Fr. Bill’s
continued zeal and dedication to
duty. He brought his parish out of
obscurity into one of the most pro-
gressive communities in the state.
He boldly did the unthinkable by
convincing a small group in the
parish to purchase a choice piece of
property several miles out on Park
Avenue and after Herculean effort
he managed to erect a magnificent
Byzantine Church and Center
which consisted of the first basket-
ball gymnasium in the state and im-
pressive auditorium, plus many
first class Sunday School class-
rooms and offices. 

It was truly an amazing feat by
an amazing cleric. Every priest in
Connecticut emulated his style of
performance and proceeded to
build churches and community
centers. 

All of his efforts were accompa-
nied by a multitude of obstacles but
nothing fazed this dedicated ser-
vant of perpetual motion. The
Greek Archdiocese, impressed with
his great talent, assigned him to the
floundering parish in Orange, Con-
necticut. Within a short time, Fr.
Bill was instrumental in leading the
parishioners to build a magnificent
Byzantine Church which still re-
mains one of the most beautiful
structures of the State of Connecti-
cut.

Needless to state, Fr. Bill as-
tounded the entire Greek populace
in America when after his retire-
ment he capped his outstanding ec-
clesiastical career by leading a
small group of parishioners in the
retirement city of Naples, Florida to
erect a huge city block of buildings
consisting of classrooms, auditori-
um, offices and a tremendous
Byzantine Church which looms
over Naples as a beacon of Fr. Bill’s
amazing accomplishments. This
magnificent edifice will stand as a
lasting testimony to his genius, his
dedication and his everlasting love
of Orthodoxy in the New World.

Fr. Bill was not alone along his
path to everlasting glory. He was
blessed with a dedicated and loving
Presvitera who labored diligently at
his side when at the same time they
both brought into the world four
children, Fr. Spirop, Peter, Paul and
Naya who have all excelled in their
various fields of endeavor, emulat-
ing the inimitable and lovable Fr.
Bill.

Remembering a Priest
of Perpetual Motion

■ ANESTES, ATHENA
WILKES-BARRE, Penn. – The Scran-
ton Times reported that Athena
Anestes, a lifelong resident of
Olyphant and Blakely, died early
Saturday, April 12 after an extensive
illness. She was predeceased by her
sister Anastasia Anestes Soter,
whose twin sister died at birth. She
was the daughter of the late Mary
and James Anestes, owners of
Olyphant Candy Kitchen, a business
they established 50 years before
their retirement in 1953. A graduate
of Olyphant High School and Lack-
awanna Business College, she also
studied oil painting for 25 years un-
der the tutelage of a prominent local
artist, the late Leon Valenches. She
was employed by the John F. Davis
Co.; the Coast Guard, Washington,
D.C.; and the Acker Drill Co. She
was also employed by the Tobyhan-
na Army Depot for 28 years, retiring
in 1982. She was a member of the
Hellenic Orthodox Church of the
Annunciation and its Greek Ladies
Philoptochos Society. She served as
secretary of the church's board of
trustees for approximately 10 years
and sang in the choir. Most recently,
she became a member of Annuncia-
tion Greek Orthodox Church,
Wilkes-Barre. She traveled exten-
sively in the United States, Europe,
the Near East, the Holy Land,
Bermuda, Mexico and South Ameri-
ca. She also visited many art muse-
ums and attended many operas and
concerts throughout the United
States and Europe. The funeral was
held at Annunciation Greek Ortho-
dox Church in Wilkes-Barre. Memo-
rial donations to Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church (32 East
Ross St., Wilkes-Barre, PA); or to a
charity of the donor's choice.

■ DODD, MICHAEL
SURPRISE, Ariz. – It was reported
that Michael Wayne Dodd passed
away on Wednesday, April 9, 2008
at the age of 65 from a massive heart
attack in Surprise, Arizona.  A self-
less husband and father, he was
born September 21, 1942 in Seattle,
son of Francis and Ruth Dodd. He is
survived by wife Voula of 36 years;
his son Christopher; his mother
Ruth; his sister Carolyn Pender-
grass; his nephews Ian and Kyle; and
his brother-in-law John. After grad-
uating from Colfax High School he
continued his studies at Eastern
Washington University, where he
was a member of ROTC. After com-
pleting a degree in Business Admin-
istration he transitioned into the
Army in December 1965, and went
on to complete officer training
school at Fort Benjamin Harrison,
Indiana. A decorated soldier,
Michael loved his country and
proudly served it in Vietnam as a
first lieutenant advisor in II Corps,
stationed in Pleiku. Michael was a
committed and hard-working em-
ployee of the Boeing Company for
39 years. He gladly contributed to
the company mission as a financial
officer in the division of customer

support and viewed his work not on-
ly as a means to support his family,
but as a worthy pursuit of contribut-
ing to society. Michael overcame
hardship many times throughout his
life, and to those who knew him well
he was seen as the epitome of trans-
formation. In control of his emo-
tions, Always a dedicated and en-
couraging father, Michael's pride
and joy was his son Christopher,
whose efforts he supported and
whose accomplishments he delight-
ed in throughout his life. As a found-
ing member, he was integral to the
establishment and continuing devel-
opment of Holy Apostles Greek Or-
thodox Church in Shoreline.
Michael and Voula loved to travel
and did so throughout their married
life. From China to Australia,
Bangkok to Spain, they reveled in
their togetherness. After a recent re-
tirement, they began wintering in
Surprise, Arizona, where he forged
many new relationships within Sun
Village Community and St. Har-
alambos Greek Orthodox Church.
Always an avid reader, his time in
the Southwest became character-
ized by a renewed appreciation of
the outdoors and a commitment to
community service, primarily
through his work with the local Li-
ons Club. The funeral was held on
April 16 at Holy Apostles Greek Or-
thodox Church in Shoreline, WA.
Memorial donations to the Jay
Weiss Center for Social Medicine
and Health Equity to support service
and research in the field of cardio-
vascular disease to be conducted by
his son, Dr. Christopher Dodd, in un-
derserved areas of the United States
and resource-poor settings in the de-
veloping world. Checks payable to
"University of Miami Jay Weiss Cen-
ter," 1500 NW 12th Avenue, Suite
1020-E, Miami FL 33136 - please
note on your check "In Memory of
Michael Dodd." 

■ GOULETAS, CHRISTODOULOS
NEWPORT NEWS, Va. – The Daily
Press reported that Christodoulos
Gouletas, passed away on Monday,
April 14, 2008, at home, in Newport
News, Va., at the age of 70. He is sur-
vived by his wife Foteini; his daugh-
ter Eirini; his son, Theodoros
(Maria); his grandchildren Fotini
and Theodora; his brother Athana-
sios; his sister Afentoula; several
nieces and nephews; and many dear
family members and friends.He was
predeceased in death by his father,
Ioannis; his mother, Eirini; his sister,
Chrisoula; and his grandson,
Steven. He was born on Jan. 5, 1938
in Provatas, Serres, Greece, in a lov-
ing family. He lived his early child-
hood years during the German occu-
pation in Greece. He loved school
and worked very hard towards his
education. He graduated from the
4th High School of Thessaloniki,
Greece, and then served two years
in the Greek Military. He studied
Veterinary Medicine in Italy and
graduated as a veterinarian from the
University of Naples. He retired

from his service as a veterinarian
five years ago. He was a loving hus-
band, father, and grandfather and
truly adored his family. He believed
that life is beautiful and worthwhile
and lived with courage, grace, and
dignity. He always had a smile on his
face and great sense of humor. He
loved and was loved by many. He
will be always remembered and
very much missed. The funeral was
held on April 16, at Saints Constan-
tine and Helen Greek Orthodox
Church in Newport News. Arrange-
ments were by Peninsula Funeral
Home. Memorial donations to the
Melanoma Clinic, at M. D. Anderson
Cancer Center in Houston, Texas, in
honor of the team of physicians that
provided loving care to Christodou-
los and warmth and professionalism
to his family.

■ NAKAS, SPIROS
FALMOUTH, Mass. — The Cape Cod
Times reported that Spiros E. Nakos,
83, died on Wednesday, April 9,
2008, in Falmouth. He was the
beloved husband of Evelyn (Male-
fakis) Nakos for 54 years. He is sur-
vived by his wife Evelyn; his chil-
dren; his son James Nakos (Karen)
and their children, Julia, Genevieve
and Timothy; and his daughter
Bette Simollardes (Chris) and their
children, Christina and Nicholas;
and his brothers Demetrios and Kos-
ta. Born in Greece, he came to the
U.S. in 1952. After 30 years, he re-
tired in 1984 from Northeast Utili-
ties of Springfield as a supervisor of
crews in overhead distribution. He
was a member and served on the
council at St. George Greek Ortho-
dox Church of Springfield and St.
George Greek Orth. Church of Cape
Cod, and was a member of St. Luke's
of East Longmeadow. Additionally,
he was a longtime member of the
AHEPA brotherhood. After retiring,
he moved to Falmouth, where he en-
joyed gardening, nature, the beach,
building and creating projects
around his home. He will be remem-
bered for his wonderful smile, his
love of life, family and people, and
for his great joy in traditional Greek
music and dance. The funeral was
held on April 14 at St. George Greek
Orthodox Church in Centerville.
Memorial donations to St. George
Greek Orthodox Church (1130 Fal-
mouth Rd, Centerville, MA).

■ STEARNS, ERIC 
PITTSBURGH, Penn. – The Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette reported that
Eric Michael Stearns, 21, of Wex-
ford, Franklin Park Boro, died on
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 in the Evage-
lismos Hospital in Athens Greece af-
ter being hit by a car traveling at a
high rate of speed while walking on
a sidewalk as a pedestrian in front
of the Panathenaic Stadium in cen-
tral Athens. He is survived in addi-
tion to his parents by his brother,
Stephen Daniel Stearns at home,
aunts and uncles, Stefanie Manos of
Moon Township, Lynne Stearns of
Pittsburgh and Andrew Manos and

his wife Marie of Ambridge,
cousins, Michael and Niko Manos of
Ambridge and numerous other
aunts, uncles and cousins. Preced-
ing him in death were his paternal
grandparents, Eli and Sally Mandler
Stearns and his maternal grandpar-
ents, Mike and Lucy Stratos Manos.
He arrived in Athens in January to
learn Greek, the language of his
mother's family, as well as philoso-
phy, archaeology and Byzantine his-
tory at Athens Centre. He celebrat-
ed his 21st birthday on Santorini
and was looking forward to a career
as a business consultant and writer.
Born January 17, 1987 in Pitts-
burgh, he is the son of Robert "Bob"
and Marianne Manos Stearns. He
attended Ingomar Middle School
where he played basketball on the
school team in the 7th and 8th
grade and attended North Alleghe-
ny Intermediate High School where
he played basketball in 9th grade. A
2005 graduate of North Allegheny
High School, his activities included
membership in DECA, an associa-
tion of marketing students where
he placed first in Business Services
Marketing Series (BSM) at the re-
gional level competition and re-
ceived a medal for perfect oral ex-
amination score in BSM at the state
level of competition and the North
Allegheny Leadership Program. Eric
was enrolled in the Smeal College
of Business at the Pennsylvania
State University where he was
working towards his Bachelor De-
gree in Supply Chain Management
and working toward his minor in In-
ternational Business. Eric was an
exceptional student. He was a
member of the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church, Ambridge where
he served as an altar boy from 8
years old till a senior in High School
and the Hellenic Dance Group and
the Greek Orthodox Youth Associa-
tion (GOYA) where he was vice
president. Contingent upon Erics
timely arrival in the United States.
The funeral was held on April 18 at
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church in Ambridge. Memorial do-
nations to the Evalgelismos Hospi-
tal Intensive Care Unit II (Ipsilantou
45-47, Athens Greece 10676), The
Athens Centre, c/o Rosemary Don-
nelly, Director, (Domboli
13/Archimidous 48 11636 Athens,
Greece), the Pennsylvania State
University, (University Park, PA
16801) or to the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church, (2930 Beaver
Road, Ambridge, PA 15003).
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DEATHS

By Adam Bernstein
Washington Post

Basil J. Mezines, 84, an antitrust
and trade regulation lawyer who
served as the Federal Trade Com-
mission's executive director and be-
came a partner in a Washington
firm, died April 13 at his home in
McLean. He had Alzheimer's dis-
ease.

Mr. Mezines spent 23 years with
the FTC and was its executive di-
rector when he left in 1973. Also in
the early 1970s, he was confiden-
tial assistant and legal adviser to
then-FTC Chairman Caspar W.
Weinberger and director of the Bu-
reau of Competition.

Mr. Mezines told The Washing-

ton Post he was proud of having
made administrative changes to
strengthen the authority of FTC
field offices and of creating the po-
sition of consumer protection spe-
cialist to allow non-lawyers to work
on cases with commission lawyers.

In 2001, he was the first recipi-
ent of the FTC's Miles W. Kirk-
patrick Award for lifetime achieve-
ment. The award honors contribu-
tions to the commission in public
and private careers.

Basil John Mezines was a native
of Perth Amboy, N.J. He was a 1944
graduate of George Washington
University and a 1948 graduate of
its law school.

After leaving the FTC, he spent
30 years at a legal practice started

by Jacob A. Stein and Glenn A.
Mitchell.

At what became Stein, Mitchell
and Mezines, Mr. Mezines repre-
sented clients in industries that in-
cluded automotive manufacturing
and distribution; credit and collec-
tion services; grocery chains; and
trade associations. He was a recipi-
ent of the Automotive Warehouse
Distributors Association's automo-
tive leader of the year award.

He lectured and wrote on trade
regulation and administrative law,
including co-authorship with Stein
and Jules Gruff of the multi-

volume "Administrative Law"
(1977). Mr. Mezines served for
decades on the advisory board of
the Bureau of National Affairs' An-

titrust & Trade Regulation Report.
He served on the advisory board

of George Washington University
law school and the board of
trustees of the Holton Arms school
in Bethesda. His other member-
ships included the Metropolitan
Club and St. Sophia Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral in Washington.

His wife, Betty Weethee
Mezines, whom he married in
1948, died in 2001.

Survivors include three daugh-
ters, Joan Kimmich of Poolesville
and Susan Mezines and Elizabeth
Yeonas, both of McLean; and five
grandchildren.

The Washington Post published
the above on April 16.

Basil Mezines, 84; Official At FTC, Antitrust Lawyer

Mourning Evangelia Tenet

Mourners filled St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in Flushing on Monday, April 14, 2008 for the funeral of Evangelia Tenet, the beloved
mother of Former CIA Director George Tenet and famous cardiologist William Tenet, who passed away at age 92. She was born in Northern
Epirus and she escaped to America after World War II. She was always speaking Greek and was proud of her heritage and her family. 
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Nation’s leading Greek American
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sistant editor for English weekly
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and cover letter to 718-472-0510
or publisher@ekirikas.com.
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ers of union with Greece.
Many attempts to reunify the is-

land have failed since then, includ-
ing a comprehensive bid in April
2004, when Greek Cypriots reject-
ed a United Nations reunification
plan in referendum. Turkish Cypri-
ots accepted the plan in a separate
vote.

The working groups will try to
bridge the gaps between both sides
on issues such as security, territory,
crime and health. They will have
until late June to make as much
progress as possible before Cyprus’
newly elected President, Demetris
Christofias, and Turkish Cypriot
leader Mehmet Ali Talat begin face-
to-face negotiations.

Around 150 Greek Cypriot,
Turkish Cypriot and U.N. officials
will make up the 13 working
groups which will meet daily at the
airport which, in turn, is the U.N.
mission’s headquarters on the di-
vided island republic.

Mr. Christofias was elected this
past February 24 in a poll viewed
widely as a rejection of his prede-
cessor’s hardline stance on reunifi-
cation talks. Mr. Talat has said he
believes a deal could be reached by
the end of 2008.

Mr. Christofias, who heads the
nominally communist AKEL party,
had pledged to meet Mr. Talat with-
in hours of winning the elections. A
four-year stalemate was broken
when the two men agreed to re-
sume negotiations.

The two leaders agreed to
restart talks and they also agreed to
open a crossing at Ledra Street, a
popular pedestrian shopping strip
in Nicosia’s medieval center.

Ledra Street was the sixth cross-
ing point between the south Turk-
ish-occupied north to reopen, and
was hailed as a significant mile-
stone in reunification efforts be-
cause the street had come to sym-
bolize the island’s division.

Both share leftwing roots and
have friendly relations, but dis-

agree on whether to base future ne-
gotiations on the last U.N. draft set-
tlement, submitted by then U.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

The Greek-controlled Republic
of Cyprus joined the European
Union in 2004, despite the island’s
ongoing division, but the bloc’s
benefits are enjoyed only by Greek
Cypriots.

U.N. Undersecretary-General
for Political Affairs B. Lynn Pascoe
said this past Tuesday, April 15,
that he is very optimistic about the
prospects for reunifying Cyprus,
but warned that there are still
many difficulties ahead and de-
clined to give a timeframe.

“I think the entire world would
be delighted to see Cyprus move
forward on its negotiations,” he
told reporters after briefing the Se-
curity Council on his three-day trip
to the divided Mediterranean is-
land earlier this month.

Asked whether 2008 would be
the year for ending the 34-year-old
division of Cyprus, Mr. Pascoe said,
“I’ve always thought we have to
give these things time to work, but I
would very much like to see the
Cyprus issue settled just as soon as
it possibly can be.”

“I was really optimistic after my
discussion with both sides. I gave
the Council a fairly optimistic re-
port, all of us recognizing that there
are many, many difficult issues out
there that have to be resolved, he
said, adding that he believes
“Turkey is very much behind the
settlement.”

He also said that if the working
groups start moving, “and if that
process is positive, and we believe
it will be,” U.N. Secretary-General
Ban Ki Moon will consider appoint-
ing a personal envoy to help pro-
mote progress as the two sides get
into more substantive discussions.

THE BRITISH FACTOR
Great Britain also said it wants

to do all it can to support a renewed
drive to reunify Cyprus, according
to Britain’s envoy to the divided is-
land.

Joan Ryan said London was
committed to working with all
sides to reunify the island, but said
a reunification deal was a Cypriot
prerogative, with Britain ready to
assist the peace process.

“This is a solution that must be
found and negotiated by Cypriots
for Cypriots,” she said after talks
with Mr. Christofias this past Tues-
day. “We are very willing to do all
we can, accepting our responsibili-
ty as a guarantor power to help and

encourage the process.”
Britain, the former colonial

ruler, along with Greece and
Turkey, were constitutionally en-
shrined as guarantors of Cyprus’
sovereignty when the island gained
its independence in 1960.

Ms. Ryan was on a three-day vis-
it to Cyprus for talks with Greek
and Turkish Cypriot leaders, and a
firsthand assessment of reunifica-
tion prospects in order to deter-
mine how Britain can best nudge

the process forward.
She noted a more “positive cli-

mate” on the island than during her
last trip in October, and congratu-
lated Mr. Christofias for his “posi-
tive approach” and work with Mr.
Talat to seek reunification.

After his 90-minute meeting
with Ms. Ryan, Mr. Christofias said
Britain can assist the peace effort
by remaining “consistent with the
principles of a Cyprus settlement.”

“My meetings with Ms. Ryan are
always good and warm-hearted,”
he said. 

“From there on, we expect that
Britain will play the positive role
that we want it to play.”

Mr. Christofias has been highly
critical of British policy on Cyprus
in the past due to an often-demon-
strated pro-Turkish bias. As head of
the Cypriot House of Representa-
tives in 2005, he accused London of
being Cyprus’ “evil demon,” and its
nemesis for half a century.

U.S. AND RUSSIA
U.S. Secretary of State Con-

doleezza Rice said that there is a
new momentum building in Cyprus
and pledged America’s support to
help reach a solution.

During her remarks at the Amer-
ican-Turkish Council luncheon in
Washington this past Monday, April
14, Dr. Rice said that, although the
longstanding problem seems to
have entered a more hopeful peri-
od, some very difficult choices will
still need to be made by the Cypriot
people.

She also acknowledged that the
U.S. Government was disappointed
when the Annan Plan failed four
years ago. “We thought we were
very close to producing a result

and, frankly, should have produced
a result,” she said.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Vladimir Titov arrived in Cyprus
this past Thursday, April 17, as part
of Moscow’s effort to assist new at-
tempts to reach a settlement which
could reunite the island nation.

Mr. Titov held talks with Cypriot
Foreign Minister Markos Kyprianou
on bilateral relations, and was re-
ceived by Mr. Christofias on Friday.
He also met with U.N. Special Rep-
resentative for Cyprus Elizabeth
Spehar and Mr. Talat.

The above incorporates informa-
tion from reports posted by the
Associated Press and Cyprus
News Agency.
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By Evan C. Lambrou
Special to The National Herald

NEW YORK – Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice took a cautious
approach to Turkey’s constitutional
crisis in a speech she made during a
Turkish American conference on
U.S.-Turkey relations in Washington
earlier this week.

The conference, held this past
Monday, April 14, was organized by
the American Turkish Council.

In her speech, Dr. Rice called on
Ankara to reopen the Theological
School at Halki. The institution,
forcibly shut down by the Turkish
Government in 1971, had been a
training ground for Orthodox Chris-
tian priests for centuries.

Dr. Rice said religious freedom
for the Ecumenical Patriarchate –
and a solution to the Cyprus prob-
lem (see related story) – is crucial
for Turkey’s desired accession to the
European Union.

She said Turkey should respect
the rights of minority groups such as
its dwindling Greek Orthodox com-
munity by allowing the Patriarchal
seminary on the island of Halki to
reopen.

“We continue to encourage
Turkey to recognize and protect the
civil rights of all religious and ethnic
groups, such as by reopening the Ec-

umenical Patriarchate’s Halki semi-
nary as a vocational school,” she
said.

She also stressed the importance
of the natural gas pipeline between
Turkey and Greece, and which will
be extended to Italy in the future.

Dr. Rice also commended the
Turkish Government for seeking to
revise a law which restricts freedom
of speech. The law has drawn criti-
cism from the both the European
Union and the United States.

In her speech, Rice pointedly
praised Turkish Prime Minister Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan for a proposal to
soften the law, which currently
makes denigrating Turkish identity
or insulting the country’s institu-
tions punishable by up to three years
in prison, and encouraged predomi-
nantly Muslim Turkey, considered a
key NATO ally, to stay true to demo-
cratic secular principles.

“We commend Prime Minister
Erdogan for stating recently that
Parliament will amend Article 301
of the Turkish penal code, which
criminalizes insulting Turkishness,”
she said.

Turkey’s ruling Justice & Devel-
opment Party (AKP) submitted the
long-awaited revision to the law to
the Turkish Parliament last week.
Penal Code 301 has been used to
prosecute dozens of writers, includ-

ing 2006 Nobelist Orhan Pamuk.
“Expressing one’s belief is not an

insult to the state. It is one of the
highest forms of citizenship,” Dr.

Rice said.
Turkish Government officials ac-

knowledge the law has embarrassed
Turkey abroad, but say reform has

been delayed several times because
of opposition from nationalists.

In her speech, Dr. Rice avoided
direct references to yet another divi-
sive issue in Turkey.

The country’s top court decided
to hear a case for banning the Islam-
ic-rooted ruling party. Dr. Rice made
oblique references to the case, com-
paring Turkey’s tensions with the
America’s struggles to resolve its
own constitutional problems over
time.

Turkey has been locked in a polit-
ical crisis since a chief prosecutor in
March asked the Constitutional
Court to shut down AKP and bar 71
people, including Mr. Erdogan and
Turkish President Abdullah Gul,
from politics for five years.

Mr. Erdogan, whose party has
roots in political Islam and was re-
elected by a wide margin last year,
says he does not expect his party will
be closed down, but the case has rat-
tled investors and prompted con-
cern in the European Union, which
Turkey aspires to join.

The court’s decision to hear the
case has highlighted the power
struggle between the secular estab-
lishment and Mr. Erdogan’s allies,
pious Muslims who have advocated
Western-style reforms as part of
Turkey’s bid to enter the E.U.

Dr. Rice indicated she was closely

monitoring prosecutors’ attempts to
ban Turkey’s ruling party for alleged
Islamist activities, and called it a
matter for Turks to decide.

“We believe and hope this will be
decided within Turkey’s secular de-
mocratic context, and by secular de-
mocratic principles,” she said.

Dr. Rice’s approach was in con-
trast to that of European Union. Last
week, European Commission Presi-
dent Jose Manuel Barroso warned
that banning the party would have a
“major impact” on Turkey’s ties with
the E.U.

The U.S. strongly supports
Turkey’s E.U. bid, Dr. Rice told the
ATC during the conference.

U.S.-Turkey relations have been
somewhat tense in recent years, but
the tension has apparently subsided
since the United States began aiding
Turkish operations against Kurdish
rebels in Northern Iraq this year by
providing intelligence. The Bush Ad-
ministration also headed off a push
by some lawmakers last year to pass
a resolution vehemently opposed by
Turkey which would have declared
the World War I-era massacre of Ar-
menians a genocide.

The above incorporates informa-
tion from reports posted by the
Associated Press, Reuters and the
Athens News Agency.

Rice tells Turkish American Community Ankara Must Change its Policies

Cypriots on Both Sides Prepare for Direct Christofias-Talat Talks

Halki issue for 37 years and it does-
n’t seem to be in future plans to re-
open the school. 

Since the forced closing of the
Halki School by the Turks, the cler-
gy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
are educated at the Theological
Schools of the Universities of
Athens and Thessaloniki, with
scholarships from the Patriarchate
and financial assistance from
Greece. Some of them peruse grad-
uate studies abroad.  

Patriarch Aims
to Open New
Halki SchoolTurksh Cypriot Mehmet Ali Talat, center, escorted by a Greek Cypriot

police officer, left, and unidentified others, crosses Ledra street from
Turkish occupied area to the Greek Cypriot part in divided Nicosia,
Cyprus, on Friday, April 11, 2008.

ATHENS, Greece (AP) -Predrag
Djordjevic scored three goals Sun-
day to lead Olympiakos to a 4-1
win over Xanthi and bring the club
closer to defending its Greek league
title.

Defender Michal Zewlakow had
given Olympiakos the lead, while
Stavros Lambriakos netted Xanthi's
consolation goal.

With one match to go,
Olympiakos leads the standings
with 67 points, two ahead of AEK
Athens and four ahead of Panathi-
naikos. AEK beat PAOK 4-0 in Thes-
saloniki Sunday and Panathinaikos
defeated Aris 1-0 at home on a goal
by Giorgos Karagounis.

More than 20,000 Panathi-
naikos fans marched peacefully to
the Apostolos Nikolaidis stadium
before the match to express their
disappointment over the club's per-
formance this year.

"Enough is enough,'' one huge
banner read, as the crowd shouted
slogans urging owner Giannis
Vardinoyiannis to "sell the club and
go.''

Olympiakos took the lead in the
30th as Zewlakow headed in a per-
fect cross from Luciano Galletti.
Djordjevic made it 2-0 eight min-
utes later with a low drive off an-
other cross by Galletti.

Djordjevic added his second in
the 49th after a melee in front of
the Xanthi area before making it 4-
0 off a free kick in the 51st.

Two minutes later, Lambriakos
headed in Xanthi's consolation
goal.

Also Sunday, it was: Asteras 1,
Levadiakos 2; Veria 1, Atromitos 1;
Iraklis 5, Apollon 2; Larissa 3, Er-
gotelis 2 and OFI 1, Panionios 2.

Olympiakos Beats Xanthi
4-1 to Close in on Title

SPORTS

Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice called on Ankara to reopen the
Theological School in Halki during a press conference organized by
the American Turkish Council on Monday, April 14, 2008.

AP PHOTO/SUSAN WALSH

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Lomana LuaLua gets by a Xanthi
defender as Olympiakos defeat-
ed Xanthi 4-1 on Sunday, April
13, 2008, to remain in first place.
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Greece’s Demands on the 
Macedonia Issue are Fair

To The Editor:
With respect to your March 30,

2008 editorial concerning the For-
mer Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia (FYROM).

The New York Times should not
be surprised that Greece refuses to
recognize FYROM’s claim to the
name “Republic of Macedonia.”

The Greek Government rightly
recognizes that “Macedonia” refers
to an ancient region of Greece that
has always been ethnically and cul-
turally part of the Greek homeland,
while FYROM is populated by eth-
nic Slavs who only began to refer to
themselves as “Macedonian” well
after Greek Macedonia had been
established.

While it is understandable that
FYROM’s people wish to name their
country as they see fit, the name
they choose should take into ac-
count the preexistence of Greek
Macedonia and the historical right
of its people to utilize that name.

Such a change in FYROM’s offi-
cial name to reflect the primacy of
Greek Macedonia would have am-
ple precedent. It is common prac-
tice to differentiate between adja-
cent countries or states that share
common name by way of some geo-
graphical or other modifier to dif-
ferentiate the later-formed state.
Examples of this practice abound,
such as Ireland and Northern Ire-
land, Mexico and New Mexico, Vir-
ginia and West Virginia, California
or Baja California.

By the same token, all that
Greece seeks from FYROM to rec-
ognize that Greek Macedonia pre-
exists FYROM and to name itself
accordingly. This result could be ac-
complished by any number of
prospective names such as Upper
Macedonia, New Macedonia or
North Macedonia.

All of these names offer a rea-
sonable compromise that is histori-
cally accurate, in line with internal-
ization norms and recognizes the
historical right of Greek Macedonia
to exclusively utilize a name with
cultural and historical significance.

Constantinos Lycoyannis
Elmsford, N.Y.

Greek Americans Must Attend 
Parades to Show Solidarity

To The Editor:
I attended the Greek Indepen-

dence Day Parade in New York and
was quite disturbed by the low at-
tendance. Granted, the weather
wasn’t ideal for a parade and the
amount of people marching was
quite impressive. 

Nonetheless, it wasn’t so long
ago (less than a week before) that
Greece’s national identity was be-
ing attacked by FYROM and the
Greek government was fighting in-
ternational pressure to allow their
northern neighbors into NATO.

This was the time that we need-
ed our presence as Greek Ameri-
cans to be felt. We needed to show
government officials here that even

though we love the United States,
we are solidly behind Greece in its
fight against FYROM and any for-
eign powers that try to claim the
name Macedonia. 

The low turnout could give the
impression that we Greek Ameri-
cans are losing our identity as
Greeks and aren’t proud of where
we came from. 

We need all generations of
Greek Americans to attend our pa-
rades. We must continue to stand
up as a community and support
Greek American organizations, pa-
rades and churches if we want to
have our voice heard as one strong
group.

Michael Pandelakis
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeks Play a Very Important
Role in America’s Growth

To The Editor:
I finally got a chance to look at

this year’s “50 Wealthiest Greek
Americans,” published in your
March 29 edition, and I read it from
cover to cover. I must compliment
you on a terrific job.

Many of the Super 50 are well
known persons who are in the news
from time to time, but I found it
most interesting to read the
specifics on their backgrounds;
their trials and tribulations; and
how they were able to succeed and
get to where they are.

The interviews with Pete Peter-
son, Ted Leonsis, George Andreas,

John Pappajohn, Angelo Tsakopou-
los and John Thain were fantastic –
very complete and thorough.

The common thread is clear:
Greeks are entrepreneurs. And you
did an excellent job presenting that
theme. It’s obvious that entrepre-
neurs are responsible for America’s
growth, and Greek Americans are a
very important part of that growth.

The reason I like the National
Herald is because it provides a nice
balance of news coverage on our
community, and it gives Greek
Americans a chance to stay con-
nected to one another. Keep up the
good work.

Michael Johns
Ravenna, California

Turning the page
Evripides Stylianides, the Education & Religion Minister of Greece,

made a historic visit to the United States last week, beginning his trip from
the unsual starting point of Chicago.

In an extraordinary interview granted to this newspaper upon his arrival
to New York, Mr. Stylianides stunned everyone by announcing that the
Greek Government has decided to fund two high-quality private schools
and a kindergarten in the United States, and to assist in re-opening Saint
Basil’s Academy, which had previously trained our Greek school teachers.

He also emphasized that he stands ready to provide any assistance he
can to our Church-based schools.

It’s astonishing, but true, that Greece cares so much that would seek to
fund – in the tradition of other countries – schools in the United States.
There was a time when things were the other way around.

It’s a truly important development, bordering on the revolutionary for
its depth and freshness of spirit, and stands to redefine relations between
our nation of origin and our community in 21st Century, starting with the
crucial issue of Greek education in America. At the very least, it is certain to
revitalize the stagnant world of Greek American education.

The current Greek Government seems determined to face the issue; to
provide groundbreaking solutions; and to keep its eyes focused on the fu-
ture, not the past; to turn the page.

Readers might wonder why Greece is making this bold decision, and
what it all means. 

Since Greece joined the European Union, it has been doing much better
than ever fiscally. It has thus come to the conclusion that it must invest in
the Greek American community in order to better secure its own future,
and to help the community maintain its connection to Greece. Greece has
apparently realized that it has a responsibility to this community, as well as
some rights, and seems determined to exercise both.

But above all, perhaps, the latest endeavor proves the difference the
right people can make. And by any standards, the young Greek Education
Minister has impressed everyone.

We were also taken by surprise when he told us that Greece already
spends $12 million a year on Greek education in America, and that Greece
has already dispatched 120 teachers to our schools. It would be helpful for
us to know where else this substantial amount of money has been allocat-
ed, and the goals those funds seek to accomplish.

There are many among you reading these hopeful, enthusiastic lines
who are probably thinking, “Let’s wait and see. Let’s watch and see if this
promise becomes a reality before we uncork the champagne.”

We understand that. This community has been promised, time and
again, things from Greek authorities in the past, only to end up disappoint-
ed.

But this time, we believe things will be different. Both Prime Minister
Karamanlis, as well as Education Minister Stylianides are well prepared;
understand the challenges involved with this undertaking; and are deter-
mined to implement this new program.

But in case there might be reasons beyond their control – political or
otherwise – which obstruct their efforts to make good on their promise to
this community, the renewed Greek education initiative will still become a
standard by which future prime ministers, education ministers and arch-
bishops will be judged.

Archiepiscopal roadblocks
The community’s response has been enthusiastic, so far. Stella Kokolis,

president of the Greek American Teachers Federation, characterized Minis-
ter Stylianides’ visit as “historic,” adding that she is “now more hopeful
about the future than ever before.”

It is also very important that the leadership in Greece knows the contribu-
tion our Church-affiliated schools are making and of course they know that
it is Archbishop Demetrios who speaks on behalf of our community schools.

That’s why Minister Stylianides, accompanied by the secretary-general of
the Greek Education Ministry, the former Consul General of Greece in New
York Demetris Platis, the Greek Ambassador to the U.S.A. Alexandros
Mallias and current Consul General Agi Balta paid a visit to His Eminence at
the Archdiocese.

The meeting apparently did not go very well. That much seemed clear
from their public statements afterwards.

“We are ready,” Mr. Stylianides stated, “to do whatever we can to support
Greek American education because Greece owes so much to the Church in
America, and to the Greeks of America, and should not forget them.”

In response, the Archbishop said the Archdiocese has “a realistic ap-
proach to the issue – what can be done and what can not be done – because
we accept the limits which are set by the facts; on the other hand, we are not
going to stop, for any reason, the important work we are doing, the goal of
which is the preservation of these very precious treasures of ours that are
called Orthodoxy and Hellenism.”

His reaction was to be expected – for two basic reasons:
First, the Archbishop feels – unjustifiably so, we might add – that his au-

thority over the community’s educational system is being threatened.
Second, he seems to believe that the community is not ready or capable

of going along with the profound changes proposed.
No one can argue that the plans Mr. Stylianides announced should not be

studied carefully or considered from every angle, to derive the maximum
possible benefit.

As for the “limits” cited by the Archbishop, there are certain objective lim-
its, of course – even if they are difficult to measure, at  times – but there are
also self-imposed constraints set by our own limited vision and inability to
see beyond them.

It would be therefore a mistake of monumental proportions to allow our
perceived limits to delay or cancel a program which promises to create new
possibilities for our children.

And we should be very careful not to repeat the mistakes of the past –
bearing in mind though that, then, there was no assistance from abroad.

A bit of a stretch
There’s no question that Andrew Athens, the businessman and philan-

thropist from Chicago, has been one of our community’s leading citizens
for many years.

He has devoted his time and resources to the Church, and he has done
the same for Greece, Cyprus and Hellenes throughout the word.

But we must take exception to an article published in Greek bearing his
byline in the leading Athens daily Kathimerini last Sunday, and point out
that it ill serves both Mr. Athens himself and the community as a whole.

The basic sense of this op-ed was that the community’s guiding lights
are Rev. Alexander Karloutsos and Andrew Manatos, the Washington lob-
byist and organizer of this coming summer’s Clergy-Laity Congress.

Father Karloutsos and Mr. Manatos are his friends, but one still has to
wonder why Mr. Athens would sign off on such an article, and what the re-
al purpose is behind the obvious effort to boost the image of these two in-
dividuals.

Whatever it might be, it does not do justice to Mr. Athens, the commu-
nity at-large, or to Greece.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COMMENTARY

ANALYSIS

By Nikolaos A. Stavrou
Special to The National Herald

On March 14, 2003, five days
before the first shot was fired in
Iraq, I published a piece called “Il-
lusions of World Order,” which
caught the attention of the Bush
Administration and its Washington-
based cheering squad. In stark
terms, I warned well ahead of
things to come: “An invasion of Iraq
would saddle (the United States)
with its own version of West Bank,”
and “a West Bank writ large would
hardly enhance regional stability,
but would transform America into
a garrison state, pretty much like Is-
rael, with freedoms incrementally
traded for security.”

Five years later, with 4,000
Americans and 100,000 Iraqis
(minimum estimate) dead, and at a
projected cost of three trillion dol-
lars, the godfathers of pre-emptive
wars still have no regrets about
starting one in Iraq. On the con-
trary, the neo-conservative gang
which produced the latest Middle
East mess still insists that occupa-
tion of an Arab country was the
“right decision,” and would have
no qualms about staging the sec-
ond act in Iran if their man, John
McCain, replaces George W. Bush.

How did the United States
march to the drumbeat of arrogant
elites, who made a mockery of sov-
ereignty and international law,
merits revisiting.

The “theoretical” framework for
the Iraq war was carefully worked
out in the mid-1990’s. With the So-
viet Union reduced to a cleptocracy,
ravaged by seven oligarchs now liv-
ing safely in the West, several
Washington think tanks got busy
producing “competing models” for
a hierarchical “global world order”
defined by regional fragmentation;
arbitrary creation of local enforcers
of order; and enthronement of a
single superpower as the ultimate
arbitrator of “international behav-
ior.”

A dozen books have been writ-
ten in the past ten years proposing
an “imperial system” without the
overt pitfalls of colonialism. But as
Professor Amy Chua of Yale Univer-
sity notes in her book, “Day of Em-
pire,” things do not always work
out as planned. In the case of Iraq,
we have apt evidence that policies
based on lies are costly in both hu-
man life and resources.

THE FIVE LIES
The Iraq war was sold to the

public with the effective “market-
ing” of five lies which were con-

ceived by liars of high intelligence
and low morality. But as history
shows, when deception of a nation-
state serves as the basis of policies,
it is the nation-state that pays the
price. War producers and the usual
war profiteers always escape the
consequences of their actions by
engineering new diversions or
moving their assets to venues like
Dubai, the Cayman Islands or the
Emirates, leaving behind economic
chaos. In our time, the Balkans and
the Middle East have been inter-
changeable diversions in the imper-
ial management of conflict and the
pillaging of national assets.

In the latest critique of the elec-
tive war in Iraq, “The Three Trillion
Dollar War,” Joseph E. Stiglitz
(winner of 2001 Nobel Prize in Eco-
nomics) and Linda J. Bilmes of the
Harvard Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment identify the five lies which
served as the core rationale for in-
vading and occupying Iraq, all ar-
ticulated by “bright” advisors to
powerful people.

Specifically, we were told with a
straight face that Saddam had links
to the perpetrators or the 9/11 at-
tack on the World Trade Center; he
had weapons of mass destruction;
the Iraqis would welcome U.S.
troops with flowers; the war would

be over in a few weeks; that it
would cost very little and recon-
struction will be paid with Iraqi oil.

Official inquiries, intelligence
reports and facts on the ground,
have disproved all pre-war asser-
tions. Plainly speaking, our govern-
ment lied to us, and the chickens
are now coming home to roost.

According to these two authors,
not to mention official documents,
a realistic estimate of the cost of
this war would be $3.5 trillion.
That includes not only the cost of
fighting in this unending quagmire,
but also the cost of lifelong care for
thousands of wounded veterans.

Like all wars, the Iraq war has
also produced added, unintended
consequences. It has imposed ob-
scene oil prices upon consumers,
and has produced obscene profits
for big oil companies which, in
turn, have devastated the
economies of many nations and
wreak havoc with the value of cur-
rencies. The ingenious but deliber-
ate devaluations of the dollar made
oil the determinant of economic life
because oil is traded only in dollars.

Dr. Stavrou is professor emeritus
of International Affairs at
Howard University.

The Iraq War: Five Lies, Five Years, and Three Trillion Dollars

TO OUR READERS

The National Herald welcomes
letters from its readers intended
for publication. They should in-
clude the writer’s name, address,
and telephone number and be
addressed to: The Editor, The Na-
tional Herald, 37-10 30th Street,
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Letters can also be faxed to (718)
472-0510 or e-mailed to
english.edition@thenationalher-
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Special to The National Herald

“I think we can all agree that
Aristotle is not Belgian,” Professor
Andre Gerolymatos commented in
reference to a scene from the 1988
film “A Fish Called Wanda,” which
he played at the beginning of a dia-
logue between himself and Ljubica
Acevska, former ambassador to the
United States for the Former Yu-
goslav Republic of Macedonia. The
scene injected a bit of levity at the
outset of the dialogue which took
place at the Woodrow Wilson Cen-
ter for Scholars in Washington DC
on a drizzly late-March morning. 

The seventeen-year-old name
dispute between Athens and Skopje
has risen to the forefront of the po-
litical agendas and the media in the
lead-up to the NATO meetings in
Bucharest, Romania from April 2 to
4. At the Greek Independence Day
celebration in the East Room of the
White House, Archbishop
Demetrios politely reminded
George Bush that the name issue
was important to Greece and need-
ed to be resolved. Since the signing
of the 1995 Interim Accord, Athens
and Skopje have enjoyed strong re-
lations, but the name remains an
outstanding issue which threatens
to derail attempts to see the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
join NATO, along with Albania and
Croatia. Ambassador Acevska and
Professor Gerolymatos took part in
a debate at the Wilson Centre to
shed further light on the dispute
and to outline the two national per-
spectives to an audience of govern-
ment officials, diplomats, journal-
ists, and scholars. 

Professor Gerolymatos began by
presenting the historical reasoning
behind the Greek view, showing vi-
suals of the Hellenic qualities of An-
cient Macedon. “The language you
choose to have inscribed on your
gravestone says a lot about your

identity,” Professor Gerolymatos re-
marked, as he moved quickly across
the centuries to the late nineteenth-
century struggle between Greece
and its rival Balkan powers for in-
fluence in Ottoman-controlled
Macedonia. Gerolymatos was care-
ful to emphasize the painful signifi-
cance of the tumultuous population
exchange following the 1923 Treaty
of Lausanne on the Greek popula-
tion. He proceeded to explain to the
audience that some Slavs had col-
laborated with the occupying Axis
forces during the Second World
War, and that communist forces had
designs of a “Greater Macedonia”
during the Greek Civil War. “These
events weigh heavily on the con-
sciousness of Greeks,” the professor
explained, going on to show how
similar irredentist maps and slo-
gans north of the border since 1991
have reminded Greeks of the years
of bitter fighting and uncertainty
over Greece’s northern region. 

Ambassador Acevska’s presenta-
tion emphasized the present and
the future. She highlighted the im-
proved relations between Athens
and Skopje in the years since the
1995 Interim Accord and the need
to get over the pain of history and
toward an integrated European fu-
ture. The Ambassador spoke of the
security benefits of NATO member-
ship and how this would help stabi-
lize the southern Balkan region.
She suggested that a potential
Greek veto could not only have neg-
ative implications for relations be-
tween Athens and Skopje but for
the region’s stability. 

After the presentations, the
moderator steered discussion to-
ward the text of the 1995 Interim
Accord, which brought about a se-
ries of related questions from the
audience. Both Ambassador Acevs-
ka and Professor Gerolymatos af-
firmed mutual respect for territorial
sovereignty under Article 3 of the
accord. Concern over the potential

Greek veto was raised in reference
to Article 11, under which Greece
agrees not to object to the applica-
tion by the Former Yugoslav Repub-
lic of Macedonia for membership in
international organizations. How-
ever, most of the discussion re-
volved around Article 14, which
states that both parties should de-
velop “good-neighborly” relations. 

Ambassador Acevska stated that
a veto by Greece on NATO member-
ship would not be the sort of action
taken by a good neighbor. In turn,
some audience members pointed to
the large irredentist maps in the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Mace-
donia’s military history books.
Acevska said the books in question
had been amended. Professor
Gerolymatos directed attention to
the needless provocation of re-nam-
ing Skopje’s airport “Skopje Alexan-
der the Great Airport” in late 2006.
He questioned how neighborly this
was and asked Ambassador Acevs-
ka why the government had under-
taken this action. “Alexander is a
popular name,” Acevska replied.
“Yes, so is “Andreas” Gerolymatos
amusingly retorted, “why not name
it after me instead?” On a more seri-
ous note he continued by explain-
ing that Greece had made consider-
able economic investments in its
northern neighbor and had been
present with aid and diplomatic
support for Skopje during the tense
months of the 2001 ethnic Albanian
insurrection. 

The most spirited exchange
came not between the two panelists
but between Professor Gerolymatos
and Edward P. Joseph, former direc-
tor of the Skopje branch of the In-
ternational Crisis Group organiza-
tion. Mr. Joseph announced the fi-
nal UN proposal that had emerged
that morning: to call the republic
“Republic of Macedonia (Skopje).”
He urged an immediate settling of
the dispute and accused Greek
leaders of playing politics at the

possible price of regional stability.
He bluntly stated that Greece
would pay a price for going against
American wishes if it chose to veto
the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia’s application for NATO
membership. Professor Geroly-
matos replied by reminding Mr.
Joseph that American foreign poli-
cy is often held hostage to legacy-
making by outgoing American pres-
idents. The urgent need to settle the
Macedonian issue at this time has
more to do with President Bush’s
wish to achieve some accomplish-
ments before leaving office, regard-
less of the cost to America’s allies.
When it came to Greece and the re-
gion, Gerolymatos stated, the
Greeks, like the Americans, will
pursue their own interests at their
own time. 

That exchange aside, the ninety-
minute session ended on a very cor-
dial note with both Ambassador
Acevska and Professor Gerolymatos
in agreement on the need to solve
the issue and to move forward to-
ward greater common security and
prosperity. Indeed, if the negotia-
tions were up to the two of them,
the issue likely could have been re-
solved that afternoon. However, for
the time being, the dispute contin-
ues.  

Julian Brooks is a Ph.D student at
Simon Fraser University.

A Congenial Debate on a Hot Topic: The Athens-Skopje Dispute
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A few days ago, I was talking to
an American journalist. The subject
was the disagreement over the name
“Macedonia,” the people of FYROM
(Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia) claim for their country.
Like so many other foreign newsmen
– as well as diplomats and govern-
ment officials—he found the Greek
“obsession” with ancient history
“childish.” 

I realized that going back to “an-
cient history” would not make a
dent. Neither would any talk
retelling the designs of Marshal Tito
to bring northern Greece under
Communist control during the so-
called Greek Civil War (1946-49).
We have been using those argu-
ments, to no avail, for much too
long.  So, I told him a little story.

I said. “A long time ago, an immi-
grant came to the United States. He
was hired as a gardener by John D.
Rockefeller and worked in his man-
sion for many years. When John D.
died, the gardener decided to
change his last name into
Rockefeller.  When he was asked
why he did that, he answered.
“Look, my father was a poor peas-
ant. My name was hard to spell and
even more difficult to pronounce.
So, I took an illustrious name. Before
long everybody will call me by my
new name and in the end people will
think that I am really related to
Rockefeller. Isn’t that clever?”

My journalist friend remained
silent for a few seconds. Then, he
grasped the analogy. “By God, you
are right. I get it.”

I am glad “he got it.” If anyone is
behaving in a childish, even ridicu-
lous manner, it is the leaders of FY-
ROM, not the leaders and the people
of Greece. 

Many years ago, Mimis Psathas, a
very popular humorist in Greece,
had created a character known as
Madam Sousou. She was a woman
of rather modest means and humble

origins who fancied
herself as a woman of
breeding and noble
pedigree.  She had
adopted the name
Kantakouzinou, the
name of a prominent
family from
Constantinople. Her
laughable efforts to act
as a lady of distinction
became for years the
fodder for amusing
episodes skillfully writ-
ten by Psathas. The
character remained a
household word in
Greece for a genera-
tion.

Greek diplomats and govern-
ment officials cannot use this analo-
gy in formal speeches because it may
violate diplomatic propriety. But
they might use it informally while
they talk to other diplomats at recep-
tions while holding a cocktail glass
in their hand. This apocryphal story
could be quite enlightening to their
listeners.

By now, of course, the problem is
that we have no alternative than to
find a mutually acceptable name for
the neighboring country. Let us first
put on the table a few indisputable
facts.

Fact one: Macedonia was one of
the areas of ancient Greece, like
Thessaly, Epirus, or Achaia. The peo-
ple spoke Greek, worshipped the
Gods of Olympus, and they had
Greek names like Alexandros or
Thessaloniki, or Olympias.  That was
more than two and half thousand
years ago.

Fact two: The current inhabitants
of FYROM, are in most part descen-
dants of the Slavic tribes that came
to the Balkans in the sixth century,
almost a thousand years after
Alexander the Great and his
Macedonians. They speak a Slavic
idiom unrelated to the Greek lan-

guage. Obviously they
have no relation what-
ever to the ancient
Macedonians.

Fact three: During
the Roman times, the
geographic area where
we have today the part
of Northern Greece
(East and West
Macedonia provinces),
the state of FYROM,
and a small section of
western Bulgaria
(Macedonia of Pirin)
was identified as
Macedonia. It was one
of the subdivisions of

the Roman Empire.  This geographic
and administrative subdivision was
retained under the name
Macedonia, with only slight varia-
tions, by the Byzantine Empire and
later by the Ottoman Empire. 

Fact four: This geographic area of
“Macedonia” remained under the
Ottoman rule until the Balkan Wars
of 1912-13. After the expulsion of
the Turks from the Balkans, the geo-
graphic area of Macedonia was di-
vided among the three countries
that participated in the wars against
the Ottoman Empire—Greece,
Serbia and Bulgaria.  Greece re-
ceived 51 percent of the area; Serbia
38 percent and Bulgaria approxi-
mately 9 percent. 

Fact five: When Tito, after the
end of the war (1945), turned
Yugoslavia into a federal State, he
detached the southern province of
Serbia known as Vardarska after the
name of the major river Vardar
(Axios in Greek) that runs through
it.  It renamed the area  “Socialist
Republic of Macedonia.” The new
name harbored expansionist designs
into the Greek area of Macedonia
and its major port, Salonika.

Those are the facts. Now we
come to the name. Greece could
have rejected completely the claim

to the name of Macedonia by the in-
habitants of FYROM. But generous-
ly, she has agreed to accept a com-
posite name including the word
“Macedonia.”

Some have spoken of “New
Macedonia,” others of “Northern
Macedonia.” Others of “Republic of
Macedonia (Skopje).” 

Any of these appellations will be
meaningless. Newspapermen as
well as politicians will simply use
the word “Macedonia” pure and
simple as they have been doing al-
ready for several years. 

Now that Greece has vetoed the
entry of FYROM into NATO, the
Greek government has shown be-
yond doubt that they will not bow
to international and particularly
American pressure.  The govern-
ment of FYROM may blindly persist
on their childish and ridiculous pol-
icy, or they may accept a viable
compromise.  

The name to be accepted will
have to be one—not two words—
and will have to be formed in the
Slavic idiom.  Most importantly, it
cannot be “North Macedonia,” be-
cause it implies a “South
Macedonia” like North and South
Korea.  Such an appellation will be
mischievously and potentially dan-
gerously misleading.

I suggest  “Novamakedonija,”
one, single, word, always used in
the Slavic idiom like Belarus or
Moldava.  The leaders of FYROM
should have no justification to ob-
ject to that. The name fits them per-
fectly and it will be in their own
language. 

Dr. Kousoulas is Professor
Emeritus of Political Science at
Howard University in
Washington, DC. He is the author
of several books, notably "The
Life and Times of Constantine the
Great (1999)," and numerous
scholarly articles.

Five Facts and Ideas for to Solve the Macedonia Issue

The Washington Post, which vies
with the New York Times for the ti-
tle of America’s “newspaper of
record,” continues to ridicule
Greece’s concerns about its north-
ern neighbor.  In its lead editorial of
April 6, the Post referred to
Greece’s “unreasonable” demand
that the so-called “Republic of
Macedonia” change its name be-
fore it qualifies for entry in NATO.
This followed lengthier articles in
which the newspaper cited all the
wrong reasons why Greece should
acquiesce in the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia’s unabated
attempt to lay claim on Greek terri-
tory.  For example, the Post noted
that Greece is militarily much
stronger than FYROM and need not
fear a military invasion.  That the
experienced journalists at the Post
should resort to such a simplistic
and ingenuous can only lead one to
conclude that (a) the Post’s editors
have simply decided subversion,
sabotage and terrorism are no
longer in style in the world, or (b)
that Greek-bashing has become a
national sport amongst America
foreign policy elite.  Personally, I
opt for the latter explanation.

Leaving aside all the well-
known, but generally ridiculed his-
torical arguments about the prove-
nance of Macedonia and the
usurpation of Greek national her-
itage, the Post seems determined to
display a distressing lack of under-
standing of reality.  In fairness to
the Washington Post’s editors, they
display the same unreasonable de-
termination to justify their early
and enthusiastic support for the in-
vasion of Iraq in 2003 and their
continued efforts to find some
straw to grasp to prove that this de-
bacle is not indeed a debacle.  Per-
haps they ARE incompetent.  In
that case, nothing we can do or say
will make any difference.  

However, the fad for Greek-
bashing does extend across the en-
tire foreign policy establishment
and points to a major failure on the
part of the Greek Government and,
more importantly, the Greek com-
munity in the United States to edu-
cate those who count.  I challenge
anyone to find a major American
think-tank that has consistently

demonstrated that it
does not understand
the policy issues in the
various disputes that
involve Greece and its
neighbors nor that it
can link these issues to
the foreign policy in-
terests of the United
States.  From time to
time, institutions such
as Cato and the Stim-
son Center will present
a balanced discussion
of the subject.  Unfor-
tunately, balance does
no good in the face of a
constant barrage of
unbalanced, ill-informed and
downright false information being
peddled through the think tank
world in Washington.   

Turning again to the question of
Macedonia, I can find nowhere in
the plethora of nonsense written on
the subject to indicate that various
think tanks understand certain ba-
sic facts.   First, the well-known
think tanks ignore the fact that
membership in NATO demands a
certain minimum standard of that
member states show the proper re-
spect for the territorial integrity
and support for the internal stabili-
ty of the other members.   The cur-
rent crop of politicians in Skopje
does not yet appear to have
grasped this reality.  That President
Bush should encourage them in this
delusion frightens me.   Until FY-
ROM’s leaders make a clean and ir-
revocable break with their irreden-
tist past, they should not expect the
reward of NATO membership.  

This attitude pervades the think
tanks and the professional bureau-
cracy feeds from the think tanks.
Greek issues find little sympathy
among most professional diplo-
mats and others in the foreign af-
fairs establishment.  The Greek po-
sition on the Aegean boundaries
and exploitation of the seabed get
short shrift inside the Administra-
tion.  The antipathy frequently
spills over into outright hostility.
Recently, I had the bad luck to be
present at an argument between
one of the more aggressive mem-
bers of our community and a re-
tired former colleague who had

served as Ambassador
to one of Greece’s
neighbors.  This col-
league had become
angry at the sugges-
tion that US govern-
ment refusal to sup-
port an old ally was
poor policy simply lost
her temper.  In the
next few minutes this
person told us that FY-
ROM had every right
to fly Alexander’s flag,
every right to show
Thessaloniki’s White
Tower on its currency
and that its constitu-

tion did not assert any claim to
Greek Macedonia.  On the other
hand, this man said that given
“Greece’s horrendous record of per-
secuting minorities —the worst in
Europe” it would be a blessing for
Europe and the Balkans if Greece
were expelled from Macedonia and
Thrace.  I pointed out to my col-
league that IMRO, the current gov-
erning political party in Skopje,
claimed to be the same political
party that sent armed terrorists into
Macedonia in the 1920’s.  In fact,
my own mother came to America in
1930 because IMRO killers were
murdering school teachers in Kas-
toria.   The reply was that my moth-
er had no business being in Mace-
donia!   I then asked if the ex-envoy
would support a breakaway state in
northern Mexico that renamed it-
self “Texas,” asserted constitutional
“responsibility for “all Texans” and
put the Alamo on its currency?  An-
gry, she walked away from the con-
versation.

This anti-Greek attitude colors
other policy decisions. In the
1990’s, Washington instructed the
American Embassy in Athens to
seek out and highlight Greek perse-
cution of minorities.  No coinci-
dence, this instruction materialized
during Council of Europe debates
on Turkey’s ill-treatment of its mi-
norities!  The palpable anger at
Greek-Cypriot rejection of the An-
nan Plan left most of us open-
mouthed.  To many of us it became
clear that Greeks had no right to
stand up to what Washington for-
eign policy establishment demand-

ed.
Our continued concentration on

securing Congressional support
both diverts us from the much
harder task of influencing the es-
tablishment and lulls us into believ-
ing that we have actually accom-
plished something.  We should read
carefully the text of the many Reso-
lutions passed by Congress and
then analyze the results.  We may
feel better but nothing moves.  A
senior Democratic staffer in the
Senate Foreign Affairs committee
derided Greek and Armenian at-
tempts to get Resolutions in Con-
gress.  He said that illustrated our
weakness, not our strength.   He
was equally derisive of the Turks
for reacting so strongly to the Ar-
menian Genocide Resolution.  He
called the Resolution “meaning-
less” and best ignored.  

The current Greek Government
has grasped the fact that moving
the American foreign policy estab-
lishment is important.  Greece has
behaved more aggressively on a
number of issues, such as the Bur-
gas Pipeline, Cyprus and FYROM
that have angered the administra-
tion.  To its credit the Greeks have
chosen to stand their ground in cas-
es where they cannot be dislodged
because they are on the inside look-
ing out.  In 1974-78 the circum-
stance were reversed.  Then-Prime
Minister Karamanlis withdrew
Greece from NATO’s apparatus and
could not get back because of
Turkey’s veto.  Now, we need to re-
focus the efforts of the Greek Amer-
ican community.  We should not
abandon our efforts with Congress.
However, we need a serious discus-
sion within the community on how
to deal with the much larger and
more intractable problem of the Es-
tablishment.   To do so, we must
leave aide our old rivalries. 

The Hon. Ambassador Theros
served in the U.S. Foreign Service
for 36 years, mostly in the Middle
East, and was American
Ambassador to Qatar from 1995
to 1998. He also directed the
State Department’s counter-ter-
rorism office and holds numer-
ous U.S. Government decora-
tions.

Anti-Greek Sentiment Influences U.S. Foreign Policy

If the members of
the Greek Olympic
weightlifting team real-
ly want to improve
their performance by
lifting dumbbells, they
should try lifting them-
selves because there
are no heavier weights
in Greece now, except
for their coach, Christos
Iacovou, who thought
the road to glory and
gold medals for Greece
was ordering what he
claimed were vitamin
supplements from an il-
legal Chinese company
over the Internet, but turned out to
be spiked with banned drugs, which
could bring an end to the Olympic
hopes for a team that has been one of
the world’s best. He was the first vic-
tim, quitting last week, after putting
up a fruitless defense. 

After 11 of the 14 members of the
team were found to have tested pos-
itive for performance-enhancing
steroids, Iacovou came up with the
notion that the Chinese company
had sent them accidentally instead
of the vitamins he wanted, which he
could have gotten from walking
down the street to a store in Athens.
So much for the Mediterranean Diet.
It’s a good line though and probably
one that disgraced sprinters Costas
Kenteris and Katerina Thanou
should have thought of using in-
stead of a phantom motorcycle crash
for missing drug tests before the
2004 Olympics in Athens, ending
the real dream of running for gold
before their home fans in the coun-
try where the games began, shaming
them for life, although they were
probably more interested in the en-
dorsements and cash that could
have come their way instead of a
laurel wreath.  

But if Iacovou’s limp excuse he
ordered the wrong Chinese food is
left to stand, which is likely under
the Greek mentality of denial fol-
lowed by finger-pointing to blame
someone else, you can add the MSG
Defense to the Twinkie Defense that
some unusual biological factor is re-
sponsible for your behavior, which
San Francisco city supervisor Dan
White used 30 years ago to escape a
murder conviction for killing Mayor
George Moscone and a colleague,
Harvey Milk. MSG, or Monosodium
Glutamate, is a flavor enhancer pop-
ular in Chinese cooking, and is re-
sponsible for the MSG Syndrome,
which can include burning, chest
pain, numbness (especially in the
skull of weightlifting coaches) rapid
heartbeat (elevated when you’re
caught using it) nausea, drowsiness,
weakness, and the sudden desire to
snatch-and-jerk 400 pounds over
your head. 

American comic Mort Sahl once
said he ate at a Chinese-German
restaurant and that “the food was
great, but an hour later I was hungry
for power,” so someone should think
of opening a good Chinese-Greek
restaurant where you can order the
Beijing Duck with or without
steroids and then be able to duck all
responsibility for your actions. The
food would be great and an hour lat-
er you can lift your own weight,
which is something Iacavou appar-
ently can’t do. Iacovou, 60, was one
of Greece’s most respected coaches,
whose team has won five Olympic
gold medals along with five silver
and two bronze since the 1992
games in Barcelona, although
Leonidas Sampanis lost the bronze
medal at the 2004 Athens Games af-
ter testing positive. Even swearing
on his children that he hadn’t taken
anything unlawful didn’t work, so
it’s too bad he didn’t think of saying
he had accidentally eaten Steroid
Fried Rice. 

Iacavou and one of the athletes
said they will sue the Chinese com-
pany, but the coach is at least guilty
of stupidity by not informing Greek
sports authorities he was ordering
something-or-other from a company
in China, which is about as close to
Russian roulette as you can get with-
out using a real gun, and because he
was required to let the weightlifting
federation know what he was doing.
Of course, he said he did and they
said he didn’t, and he said that they
said that he said that he said that
someone else said, but maybe a Chi-
nese interpreter can explain it. The
weightlifting federation also blamed
Iacovou for “acting on his own initia-
tive, without the approval of the fed-
eration, when he ordered the sup-
plements in question.” You’d think
the tip-off when using the Internet
would be the keywords “China” and
“danger,” especially when it involves
drugs or anything to do with ingest-
ing something. 

The MSG Defense has already be-

gun, with the illegal
Chinese company apol-
ogizing for the mix-up,
so there’s a lot of yuan
and Euro involved here
somewhere. Reports
said the athletes told
the investigative com-
mittee, set up by the
Greek Weightlifting
Federation, they took
vitamin supplements
but were not aware
they may have con-
tained banned sub-
stances. What did you
expect them to say,
even if they had been

misled or misinformed? “Yes, I took
banned drugs!” Beyond the crimi-
nality, there’s the little problem of
the drug itself the athletes were tak-
ing, with or without their or their
coach’s knowledge. It was found to
be trenbolone acetate, a steroid nor-
mally used by veterinarians on live-
stock to increase muscle growth and
appetite and is believed to be re-
sponsible for a number of deaths in
athletes who overused it.  

Steroids also cause testicle
shrinkage, so after your career is
over someone else will have to lift
your weight, if there is any, and you
can now add brain shrinkage to the
side-effects, given what the coach
was thinking. The president of the
weightlifting federation, Yiannis Ski-
adas, said anyone found to be re-
sponsible for the doping would be
punished, whether it is the
weightlifters or the coaches. That
came too late for the team, which
wasn’t allowed to participate in the
European championships and could
be banned from the Beijing Games
in August if a second test proves pos-
itive. Let’s hope they weren’t having
too much Moo Goo Gai Pan between
performances. 

Under the current World Anti-
Doping Agency code, they could also
face a two-year ban, the penalty for
first offenders. Repeat offenders al-
legedly get more severe punishment
and when you add stonewalling and
lying, as did American gold medalist
sprinter Marion Jones, your career is
over. All that has led to a new na-
tional dance in Greece, the “Piso
Theo Femata,” the Backward-Two
Step, and new T-shirts for the
weightlifting team, coaches and fed-
eration officials which say: “Then
Einai Lathos Mou,” It’s Not My Fault. 

But this being Greece, everyone is
likely to walk, if not lift again for a
while. Kenteris and Thanou were
cleared of all charges by the Greek
athletics federation. Their coach,
Christos Tsekos, was blamed for the
missed tests and suspended for four
years, but was cleared on separate
allegations of distributing banned
substances. 

Greece has pledged to toughen
doping laws following the scandal.
“We are not interested in medals
that come at all costs,” Culture Min-
ister Michalis Liapis, who also over-
sees the country’s sports, told re-
porters after meeting Prime Minister
Costas Karamanlis. “We were or-
dered by the Prime Minister to take
all necessary measures to expose
this case. It is time to bolster our le-
gal arsenal to have healthy sports
and clean athletes,” he said.

Someone didn’t get that memo
because a couple of days later, Greek
customs officials seized a shipment
of supplements containing anabolic
steroids from Thailand, about
90,000 pills, but maybe they got
mixed up with a take-out order of
Chinese food for 90,000 people. No
one would say who ordered them. A
warehouse in Larissa where the
weightlifter’s drugs, ah, vitamins,
was sent was also raided, as were
the team’s training facilities and a
pharmacy, but law enforcement offi-
cials would not say what they found,
unless it was an order for American
baseball player Barry Bonds shipped
to Greece by mistake. 

This scandal, too, will pass, but
someone should have told the coach
and the weightlifters and all athletes
the story of the late American foot-
ball player Lyle Alzado who died at
43 after what he said was taking an-
abolic steroids for years. He was left
hairless and wobbling when he
walked, unable to remember much
of anything. “My last wish?” he said.
“That no one else ever dies this way.”
That’s worth its weight in gold. 

Mr. Dabilis was the New England
editor for United Press Interna-
tional in Boston, and a staff writer
and assistant metropolitan editor
at the Boston Globe for 17 years
before relocating to Greece. His
column is published weekly in the
National Herald. Readers interest-
ed in contacting him can send e-
mails to andydablis@gmail.com.
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Police officers are deployed in front of the Greek liaison office in FYROM's capital Skopje, during a peaceful protest of a small group of people,
on Monday, April 7, 2008. The name issue between Greece and its northern neighbor caused Greece to veto FYROM’s Nato membership.
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